
TRUE WILD SEPTEMBER 2024 NEWSLETTER 

Fig 1. There’s a new kid in town...P39’s latest kitten born on the 12th August 2024 

NEW LITTERS FOR P33 AND P39 
While we were in Africa leading safaris, there was a constant concern whether the 
remaining 3 female mountain lions we were tracking would survive till we got back, 
considering the significant mortalities experienced up until the end of April. On our 
return Quinton was delighted to find that not only had all three cats survived but that two 
of them had in fact given birth to new litters of kitten(s). When Quinton managed to 
access these dens it was evident that each female (P33 & P39) had only one kitten. It is 
possible that more were born, but we have seen just one kitten born previously in our 
study. More commonly they have 2 or 3 kittens per litter. As for the significant mountain 
lion die-off earlier in the year - we are still waiting to be updated by the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife on any new findings and hope that the underlying issue is no longer 
prevalent in our mountain lion population. New kittens certainly give us hope! 

P39 
Since first coloring P39 (aka. Hillcrest) in August 2022 this new litter would be her 4th 
that we have been able to document. She has had the misfortune of losing 10 kittens in 
the previous three litters over that period of time with no kittens surviving beyond the 
age of 6 months. I found this new kitten on the 14th of August, 33 days after it was born, 
and named it ‘Hetty’ after my late mother, who's 81st birthday would have been that day. 



Some Interesting P39 facts: 
● Hillcrest is blind in her right eye from an unknown injury prior to capture. Despite this she

is an excellent hunter.
● At the time of her first capture she had three kittens of about 3 to four months old with

her – none survived beyond 6 months; causes of death unknown;
● Her second litter was discovered in April 2023 when she had four kittens who were killed

by an unknown predator a month later
● A third litter of 3 was then born in August, the final kitten succumbing to pneumonia in

February of this year.
● We will keep monitoring mom and cub and hope that Hetty survives to breeding age,

despite the tough times that mountain lions living in the wild experience, particularly in
such human-dominated landscapes with so many additional challenges and threats.

Fig 2. P39 GPS locations for 2023. 

COMMUNITY ALERT!! 

We want to send out a warning to drivers out there - it is the deer rutting season and this is the 
period where most accidents due to deer-strikes occur. It is incredibly dangerous to hit a deer at 
high speed, particularly in a smaller vehicle, so please watch your speed over the next 6 weeks 
and be particularly vigilant driving at night. At the same time, Caltrans and the Sheriff's 
Department call me when a fresh roadkill deer has been located as we freeze and use these for 
mountain lion baits. If you happen to see a fresh looking roadkill deer please call or text me the 
location. I am only collecting deer East of HWY101 in Sonoma County south of Santa Rosa. 



DINE OUT FOR WILDLIFE - A BENEFIT BY GOATLANDIA

We want to thank Goatlandia who are generously hosting an enchanting evening to benefit True 
Wild on October 5, 2024 at the picturesque Goatlandia Sanctuary in Sebastopol. This special 
Long Table Barn Dinner aims to benefit True Wild's mountain lion coexistence work in the North 
Bay. 
In Sonoma County, the intersection of animal advocacy spans both the protection of wildlife and 
the care of farm animals, reflecting a deep commitment to compassion and conservation. This 
dual focus recognizes that safeguarding our local ecosystems and supporting farm animal 
welfare are intertwined aspects of a holistic approach to animal advocacy. 

Protecting our wildlife community involves preserving the delicate balance of natural habitats, 
ensuring that species like mountain lions, foxes, and native birds can thrive amidst a landscape 
increasingly shaped by human activity. True Wild works with a number of Sonoma County 
organizations, State and academic institutions who work tirelessly to monitor wildlife health, 
maintain crucial habitats, and educate the public on coexisting with these magnificent creatures. 

Simultaneously, caring for farm animals addresses the plight of animals who face neglect in 
agricultural settings. By providing sanctuary, medical care, and rehabilitation, Goatlandia gives 
these animals a second chance at life and promotes humane farming practices. Our fiscal 
partner, Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue, provides similar services for injured wildlife. 

We look forward to enjoying the culinary creations of Goatlandia Kitchen’s Chef Deb Blum 
accompanied by a mountain lion presentation by Quinton. Unfortunately (or fortunately) the 
event sold out before we even had a chance to advertise it! If you wish to participate, you can 
take part in the silent auction HERE or reach out directly to support the work we do. Your 
support keeps us out there in the community, working for you and your wild neighbors.   

BACK FROM SAFARI 
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