
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING WATER & SEWER UTILITY RATES 
APRIL 25, 2022 

The Town of Cathlamet provides water and wastewater utility services. Rates must generate enough revenue 
to cover annual costs of operations, maintenance, repairs, debt, and all other costs related to the collection, 
treatment and/or distribution of each utility, including future replacement costs of system infrastructures. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
With the assistance of Rural Community Assistance Corporation (RCAC), the Town conducted a wastewater rate study to 
develop recommendations for rate adjustments for the purpose of finding a way to make utility rates more equitable, 
encourage development, and eliminate billing differences between in-town and out-of-town customers. RCAC began work 
on this study in April 2021, and after months of collecting data and adjusting calculations based on feedback from the 
Town Council, RCAC presented the final rate study in December. Having thoroughly reviewed the data and made final 
adjustments, the Council has now approved preliminary utility rates, which are outlined in this letter. 
 
Charges for water and sewer contain both a fixed rate and an excess usage rate based on consumption. As part of this 
proposal, water service rates will increase by 5% for in-town customers and decrease by 4.25% for out-of-town customers 
in order to gradually eliminate the difference between rates for in-town and out-of-town rate users. Sewer rates for all 
customers, regardless of whether they are located in or outside of town-limit, will consist of a flat monthly base rate and a 
usage charge based on actual water usage during the prior winter quarter (December to February), known as your 
"winter-average". Winter averaging determines the fixed sewer rate that will be applied to each individual customer for 
the next year, protecting customers from paying more for warm weather activities such as watering lawns, washing cars, 
landscaping, and filling pools. 
 

CURRENT WATER RATES  PROPOSED WATER RATES 
Monthly Minimum Charge  Monthly Minimum Charge 

(Up to 350 cubic feet/month)  (Up to 350 cubic feet/month) 
Meter In-Town Out-of-Town  Meter In-Town Out-of-Town 

5/8 inch $38.76  $56.87   5/8 inch $40.70  $54.45  
3/4 inch $45.85  $70.97   3/4 inch $48.14  $67.95  

1 inch $61.45  $88.96   1 inch $64.52  $85.18  
1.5 inch $81.68  $117.52   1.5 inch $85.76  $112.53  

2 inch $104.41  $149.61   2 inch $109.63  $143.25  
3 inch $138.57  $196.45   3 inch $145.50  $188.10  
4 inch $181.49  $258.38   4 inch $190.56  $247.40  

>4 inch Contract Required  >4 inch Contract Required 
Excess Usage* $2.65  $3.55   Excess Usage* $2.65  $3.40  

*Per 100 cubic feet or part thereof for all 
usage in excess of 350 cubic feet per month. 

 *Per 100 cubic feet or part thereof for all 
usage in excess of 350 cubic feet per month.  

 
 

CURRENT SEWER RATES  PROPOSED SEWER RATES 
Per ECU  Per Connection 

(Equivalent Customer Unit)  (For In & Out-of-Town) 
In-Town Out-of-Town  Base *Usage 
$106.48 $123.78  $82.00 $0.235 

CF = Cubic Foot/Feet;  
1 Cubic Foot = 7.48 gallons  

*Per 1 cubic foot for all usage in excess of 
600 CF per month 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ALL UTILITY RATES AND MONTHLY BILLING AMOUNTS LISTED HEREIN  
ARE SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL AND/OR REVISION BY THE TOWN COUNCIL.  

A final decision will not be made by the Town Council until after considering public comments received at the rate 
hearing on May 2, 2022, and subsequently adopting an ordinance amending current utility rates. If you intend to 
comment, it is important that you do so in connection with the May 2nd hearing as the new rates, if approved by the 
Council, are otherwise scheduled to be implemented on the first billing statements following July 1, 2022. 
 
Whether in favor or opposed, the Council wants to hear your thoughts and questions. Comments should be submitted in 
writing in advance of the meeting or presented at the regular meeting to be included as part of the formal record. Those 
who wish to submit a written comment should do so at Town Hall, 375 2nd Street, Cathlamet, WA 98612 or via email to 
sarahc@townofcathlamet.com. Written comments received before noon on Friday, April 29, 2022, will be included in the 
council packet for members to review before the meeting. Participants attending the meeting in person or via Zoom are 
also encouraged to contact Town Hall ahead of the meeting to sign up for public comment, as speakers will be allowed in 
the order in which they sign up. Meeting details are provided below: 
 

DATE: Monday, May 2, 2022 
TIME: Starting at 6:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: DeBriae Meeting Room, Cathlamet Fire Hall, 255 2nd Street, Cathlamet, WA 

ZOOM: Meeting ID 789 428 989, Password 418718 
CALL-IN: 971.247.1195 

 
 


