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James B Chesley Farm

James B. Chesley Farm   6 Nov 2020 final 

3 Jan 1827 19/215 Town of Chichester to Towle, Benjamin $33.00 Part of the Parsonage Lot Bounded by Jacob Perkins on the north, Suncook River and easterly line of the Parsonage lot on the east by Gilmanton Road on the southwesterly side. 6 acres+ 98 rods 

29 Sept 1827 19/217 Towle, Benjamin to Moore, George 6 acre+ 98 rods (about 6 and 5/8 acre) $33.00 

2 Mar 1831 26/194 Moore, George to Perkins, Jacob $200 

28 Aug 1836 47/397 Perkins to Batchelder, John L., blacksmith $600 Granted use of Perkins' spring located in Perkins' pasture. Two story dwelling house, blacksmith shop, and other buildings. 7 acres more or less 

John L. Batchelder expanded the size of the farm buying land in the former Parsonage lot on the westerly side of Gilmanton Road. Previous owners of the land he acquired are as follows: 

19 May 1830 22/506 Chichester Selectmen, Lane, Josua, Batchelder, James,+ Marden, John to Lane, Abijah $123.00 6 acre+ 140 rods about 6.88 acres, northern part of Parsonage lot, north of burying grounds on the west side of Gilmanton Road. Bounded on the north by Bear Hill 

27 Oct 1830 25/354 Sargent, Samuel, Exec., Lane,Wallis, Exec. for Lane, Abijah, widow Hannah Lane to Morrill, John W. Capt. $130.00 Bounded by Bear Hill Rd., Gilmanton Rd., burying ground, and the westerly side of the Parsonage lot 

28 Dec 1837 65/143 Morrill, John W. Capt. To Batchelder, John L. $150.00 

The next deed brings the property on the east and west sides of the road into one farm. 

22 June 1843 72/339 $600 Batchelder, John L. blacksmith to Chesley, James of Concord This deed brings together the lands on the east and west sides of Gilmanton Road. Pew# 37 in the Congregational Church is deeded to Chesley with the property. Chesley is also a blacksmith. 

Apparently James and Mary Brown build the Victorian house. (see append. A for line) 

The wife of James Chesley (Mary J. Lake) dies, Chesley remarries to a Canadian named Georgianna R. Turner. James then dies, his will probated on 2nd Tuesday of August 1890 leaves all his estate to his new wife, Georgianna. Georgianna then marries James Morse and they sell the property to Abraham West who is the Railroad Agent. 

11 Oct 1894 312/412 Morse, James and Georgianna to West, Abraham 

18 Apr 1896 465/123 West, Abraham to Brown James F. adds an 8 foot strip on north side of Brown's land. 

11 Sept 1901 345/492 West, Abraham to Marston, Joseph 23 Jan 1902 345/526 Marston, Joseph to Clark, John L. 

22 Apr 1902 361/526 Clark, John to Stockman, Narcissa G. 

30 Aug 1904 361/317 Stockman, Narcissa to Welch, Christopher A. 16 Sept 1904 365/76 Welch, Christopher A. to Lake George W. 

3 May 1905 337 /333 Lake, George W. to Stockman, Narcissa 

22 Oct 1907 379/254 Stockman, Edward E. + Narcissa to Goss, Electa A. (Electa is daughter of Charles H. Carpenter) 

21 July 1913 414/240 Goss, Charles Atty for Goss, Electa to Lincoln, Arthur H. 2 Oct 1920 447/419 Lincoln, Arthur H. to Clifford, Philip 

31 Dec 1942 600/240 Clifford, Philip J. to Blood, Augusta M. 

13 Sept 1962 905/439 Blood, Augusta M., French, Harold to Jones, J. Paul 13 Apr'l963 916/288 Jones, J. Paul+ French, Harold E. to Kimball, Lorraine 5 Oct 1981 1405/211 Kimball, Lorraine to Scott, Tracy 

2 Aug 2017 3565/866 Scott, Tracy+ Robin to Scott Family Trust This brings the Chesley Farm up to its' current owner 

Return
Brown House
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James Chesley sells his daughter and son in law the southerly part of his property 

15 Oct 1888 283/176 Chesley James B. to Brown, James F. Brown is the husband of Mary Chesley, dau. of James. The road frontage is only 60 feet but that will change by 30 and then 8 feet. 

17 Dec 1888 465/122 Chesley, James B. to Brown, James F. Adds 30 feet on the north side of Brown's land

Apparently James and Mary Brown build the Victorian house house 

James Brown dies, dau. Helen inherits house, marries Bickford 

1 Mar 1939 567/431 Bickford, Helen+ Bickford, Alfred to Marden, Florence 

22 Apr 1947 636/377 Marden, Florence to Buswell, Lewis R. 13 foot strip 

1 May 1952 714/17 Marden, Florence to New Hampshire, State of state demolished house 

Return
House
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Return
Blacksmith Shop
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Towle Store

1822 The first mention of Towle Store: On 13 Nov 1822 deed 4/97 the Town of Chichester sold one acre of the Parsonage lot to James W. Towle. The deed states "near the said Towle's store" the store being located on the north side of what is now Depot Road and east side of Rt. 28 across from the old Post Office building which is now on the lot described.

1824 The second deed mentioning Towle's store and giving a rare description of the building being sold was signed on 7 Apr 1824 when Caleb Pearson conveyed in deed 4/96 to James Towle for the sum of ten dollars "a certain store situated in Chichester afore said in the corner at the intersection of Gilmanton Road with the road leading to said Pearson's mills on the north side of the Parade", "the same store where said Towle now trades". The description of the building reads "the said store being two stories high and 20 feet broad and 40 feet long or there abouts".

James Towle Store was constructed in about 1800 fashion with 8 X 8 Hand hewn sills and hand hewn corner posts, old nails and typical wide spaced studding. George H. Haines, who as a lumber dealer had ready access to modern sawed lumber. 

1825 10 Feb 1825 3/616 Towle, James W. to Lake, William This third deed relevant to the Towle Store is for a house and store on the same location. The deed states "the same store now occupied by Bailey Tenney".  Lake was a lender so this was probably a mortgage for $600.00 on the ¾ acre, with house and store. The interesting part is that Bailey Tenney was mentioned as the occupant of the store while James W. Towle resides in the house. Bailey Tenney moves across the road to the mills from the Towle store 
9 Aug 2019  deed 3641 / page 1928   Cathy O'Mara, Executrix of the estate of Dana Ordway Sr. grants to Dana G. Ordway Jr. of New Orchard Road, Epsom, NH 03234 the same premises conveyed to the Grantor, Mary B. Carr estate

Dana Ordway Jr. is the present owner as of 2020

Liquor License 1820

Chichester June 7, 1820 

This is to Notify all Persons to Whoom it May Concern that We the undersigners do give our approbation to James Towle to sell Spiritous Liquors for the Term of one year if in Case he conducts as the Law directs

 James Hook
 Selectmen 

James Blake 
of 

Chichester
Liquor License 1821

This may certify the James W Towle has our approbation to sell spiritous liquors as a retailer, by large or small quantity in the store now occupied by him and no one else, for the space of one year, provided he conducts in every respect as the Law Directs 

Chichester April 14, 1821 

Nathaniel Sherburne 
Selectmen 

Jacob L Moulton 
of 

Josiah Mason 

Chichester

Liquor License 1827

This is to approbate James M Towle as a retailer of Spiritous Liquors of all kinds in the house of Benjamin Towle in Chichester for the term of one year providing he conducts as the law directs Chichester September 4, 1827 

? Emery 

selectmen 

James Bachelder 
of 

Daniel R. Kelley 
Chichester

Return
Return
Haines Farm
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Return
Morse Store
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The Hook family was probably here first. Mills had been built on the Suncook River and stores were in the Pineground by about 1824 when Caleb Pearson bought most of Lot 1, 6th range, first division about 1824. 

1830 Pearson departed for Albany New York about 1830

1833 George W. Plumer and Bros. of Lee, NH either owned or sold Pearsons holdings

1833 1 Nov 1833 47 /485 Plumer George W. Plumer to Farrington Benjamin. Bounds seem to include the buildings that would later be the Morse store. There is also a deed about this time that describes the Tenney corner as property of School District #9. 

1837 8 Mar 1837 62/122 Farrington Benjamin to Snow, Jedediah 

1837 16 Dec 1837 54/331 Snow, Jedediah to Roby, Henry.  Roby paid $500.00 for this one acre lot with buildings

1838 Aug 1838 54/332 Roby, Henry to Towle, Benjamin (father of James W Towle) who held a $450 mortgage on the “Morse store”

1849 6 Feb 1849 97 /455 Robey, Henry Perkins, John M. + Dudley, William H., Manufacturers "mills on the easterly side of river and southerly of the bridge+ a certain dye house standing near said mill it being the same property deeded to me by Benjamin Towle by deed dated October 8 1846". 

Robbie would later sell to Edwin R Stanley and Samuel Ordway the paint shop and land east in the common.

On November 29, 1864 Eneas Ordway bought from the Mehitable Robey the 1 acre field west of Stanley’s manufactory on the common (179/143). At this point he would own most of the common.

AKA Sanborn Store

Return
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Chapel

Return
Carriage Shop
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1827 4 Apr 1827 16/164 Pearson, Caleb to Tenney, Bailey There was no indication in wording or in price that there were buildings on this property across Gilmanton road from Pearson's Tavern. The interesting thing about this 1/10+ acre lot is that it is located across the road from the Towle store and on the southerly corner of the Gilmanton road and road to the mills.
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“A certain piece or parcel of land situated in said Chichester and bounded as follows: Beginning on the south side of the road leading from Gilmanton Road in said Chichester (so called) by said Pearson’s Mills to Epsom and to begin at the intersection at said roads to begin at said intersection and bound on said road leading to Epsom by said mills 80 feet easterly, thence southerly 60 feet, thence westerly or southwesterly 80 feet to Gilmanton Road before mentioned thence northerly bounding on said road 60 feet to the first mentioned bounds”

1828
26 July 1828 - Tenney, Bailey to Tenney, Silas There is a large mathematical error in this deed where four hundred and eighty square feet should read 4,800 square feet (1/10+ acre) A building is seen on this location on postcards north of the Advent Chapel. This looks like a mortgage to Silas. No deed was found showing Silas or Bailey granting the property to anyone else ever. The debt was either paid back and not recorded by deed or forgiven. The latter is more likely.

Book 16 Page 165

“A certain track of land situate in said Chichester and containing 480 ft.² bounded as follows northerly by the road leading from Gilmanton by Pearson’s Mills to Epsom 80 feet, Westerly by the road leading from Gilmanton to Concord through said Chichester, 60 feet, southerly and easterly by Caleb Pearson’s land carrying 60 feet in width 80 feet easterly and my store thereon standing- being same land conveyed by deed to me by Caleb Pearson on the fourth day of August 1827”
1828 11 Sept 1828 An entry in Jonathan Pearson's journal states that "Mr Tenney sold all his things at venue to pay his debt". 

1828 11 Nov 1828 Entry in Jonathan Pearson's journal states that "Mr Hopkinson is trading in place of Mr Tenney who has left the business on account of failure. 

The land this building sits on was purchased from Eneas Ordway by George H Haines. He built a store house on this property and was also part owner of the Advent Chapel
Return
Rand House


Sarah and George H Rand sold their lot to Jenny Ordway on July 11, 1787  (279/239)

Return
Country Store


March 10, 1821 19/447 1.5 acres. Joshua Lane, James Blake, James Hook (Town of Chichester)  to Caleb Pearson where the country store is now located, though not the first deed registered, it was the first parcel sold by the town, bought by Pearson to build his tavern

Jan 3, 1827 17/214 26.310 acres Joshua Lane, James Batchelder, John Marden (Town of Chichester) to Pearson, Caleb .. south end of lot to burying grounds around Pearson's Tavern and Towle acre on Gilmanton Road  

1833 George W. Plumer and Bros. of Lee, NH either owned or sold for Pearson the west side of Gilmanton Road consisting of the tavern and 12 acres

Owned by George P Haines then later became the Kelley Store

Return

Bessie Combs

Return
Eneas Ordway

Daughter Leila A. Sanborn received a house on the lot north of Olive being the house of Eneas.

Return
Olive Hawkins

Daughter of Eneas Ordway

Return
Sarah Rand

Daughter of Eneas Ordway was given a lot next to and to the west of Olive. Sarah and George H. Rand sold their lot to Jennie Ordway on 11 July 1887. Deed 279/239

Return
Etta M. Knowles

Daughter of Eneas Ordway got the lot next to the Haines store house, north of Sarah.

Return
Painters Shop


The first deed (173/323) to mention a building on the common was signed on Sept 15, 1857 when Henry Robey sold it to Edwin R Stanley and Samuel Ordway the building and land at the easterly end of the common the parcel is described as follows:

“Beginning on the southerly side of the road leading from said Chichester to Epsom by the dwelling house of Joseph wood at the easterly corner of said Robey’s field near a Painters shop now occupied by Ruben Lock, and thence running southerly parallel to the westerly side of said shop and one rod from same to the road leading to said Epsom by Robey’s store. Thence easterly by said last mention road till it intersects with that first mentioned road. Thence northwesterly by said first mentioned road to the first mentioned bound”

Edwin R Stanley bought out Samuel Ordway and referred to the building as his carriage manufactory. The place was always mortgaged and eventually ended up in the hands of a holder of a mortgage Hiram Tuttle who sold it to Eneas Ordway about September 1880 (262/338)

On 29 Nov 1864 Eneas Ordway bought from Mehitable Robey the one acre field west of Stanley's manufactory on the Common ( deed 179/143 ) At this time he would own most of the Common.

Return
Ordways Mill


Eneas Ordway had arrived from Loudon NH and had purchased from the town in 1856 water rights and the mill site on which he was to construct mills.

George Ordway inherited the mills from his father Eneas Ordway

1831 5 May 1831 Pearson journal "Mr. Chase moves in and takes over mills" (he would move out as soon as mills were sold) 

Return
Alvin M. Haines Farm

Seen on the 1892 maps as the A.M. Haines home, this property was purchased with the mills on the Suncook River south of the road to Epsom by Caleb Pearson from James Cook, son of Peter Hook in 1824. Pearson may have used it as his home but soon subdivided the farm with the Mills and sold it keeping only the Mills. 

In 1854 Eneas Ordway bought the farm and mills sites combined with everything south of the road from Samuel and Emma Wood who must have been heirs of John Stevens or his wife Betsy. 

The homestead farm of Eneas Ordway was bequest to his son, Samuel Ordway, who then sold it to Alvin M Haines. Alvin was the twin of Albert Haines and Son of George P Haines, merchant and owner of the Country Store. Albert stayed at the store throughout his life while Alvin was a farmer.

The house was lost to a chimney fire in 1916
Return
Grace Hadley

Return
Pearsons Mills

Pearson probably bought these three mills from Peter Hook
Return
Olive
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