
Woolsington Parish Council 
 

Chairperson of the Council: George Pattison  
Clerk to the Council: Andrew Richardson  

 woolsingtonpc@gmail.com 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Woolsington Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 10th September 2025 

 

Present:   Councillor G. Pattison (Chair) 
 Councillors A. Hay, L. Kennedy, L. McGuinness, J. Robinson and L. 

Spencer 

 
In attendance: A. Richardson – Clerk   
                                                          Helen Sammut-Smith - NCC         
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Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J. Couchman, J. Littleton, J. 
Sabarre, A. Thomas and L. Wright. 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting  
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th July 2025 were 

agreed as a true record. 
 
Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes 

No matters arising. 
 
Memorial Walk 

Helen Sammut-Smith from Newcastle City Council attended to request the help 
of Woolsington Parish Council to create a “Nature Trail” around the Parish 
Ponds in Woolsington in memory for seven-year-old Archie York, who lost his 

life in a tragic explosion last October that destroyed his family home in Violet 
Close, Benwell. Helen provided background on the tragedy and information 
that the family spend a lot of time at the Parish Ponds. Members fully 

supported this idea, however did advise that the landowners would also need 
to be consulted. It was agreed to involve Cllrs Littleton & Couchman to liaise 
with Helen.  

 
Woolsington Parish Area Biodiversity Plan 
The Clerk read out the biodiversity update kindly provided by Cllr Littleton and 

Cllr Couchman in their absence. 
Two reports were prepared in July and are still available on request from the 
clerk  

• Woolsington Parish Council Biodiversity Project 25/26 to date 
• Special Projects CIL expenditure from 17 July 24 -16 July 2025 
Biodiversity Project 2025/26 to date – Wards update 

• Sovereign Lodge flower bed, Cllrs Lilian McGuinness, John Littleton and 
Joanne Couchman along with the Clerk Andrew and his wife Helen gave it a 
temporary makeover in August, local gardener Andy Mackenzie has agreed to 

take over and it is hoped to start him in October. 
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• Woolsington Residents Association have ordered £450 of seasonal bulbs, 
£50 ring fenced for Prestwick Terrace to follow. 

• NH and Bedeburn Wards.    
o Following the July meeting Cllr Littleton and Couchman asked NCC 

Grounds Maintenance to supply and plant bulbs in verges on Newbiggin 

Lane in Autumn to a value £1,000, Jacqueline Gallon has apologised for 
the delay, and this is being looked at. 

o Members were asked to comment on plans and proposed by the Chair 

following a request from residents in Buxton Green for stone chippings 
and two oak barrels with compost. Depending on the type of materials 
chosen, the estimated costs range from £500 - £800 inc. VAT. 

Quotations have been taken from MKM Building Supplies and Northern 
Tubs. Residents are prepared to lay chippings and to install boards to 
prevent slippage of chippings. They have also committed to install and 

maintain the barrels.  
• Bank Foot: There are no known Residents Associations or Community 
Groups anywhere in Bank Foot, therefore members for Woolsington and Bank 

Foot have met with Kingston Open Spaces who manage all the community 
land across four sites in this Ward. It is proposed that £500 Biodiversity 
allocation for Bank Foot is used by Kingston Open Spaces to plant spring 

bulbs/flowers, at their discretion, in the grass verges of some of these areas in 
Bank Foot. 
(This requirement is NOT part of any Section 106 agreement) 

o Woolsington Grange - Ponteland Road 
o Kenton Bank Hall - Ponteland Road 
o Kenton Bank Mill – Brunton Road 

o Kenton Bank Meadows – Station Road 
This will be on the understanding that Kingston Open Spaces will liaise with 
residents in these areas and plant and maintain thereafter. As Kingston Open 

Spaces will liaise with residents and their subcontractors on our behalf, we 
propose to grant Kingston Open Spaces the £500 funding and request a 
detailed breakdown once complete. Members for Woolsington and Bank Foot 

will follow up with a site visit/scrutinise. Members agreed to this proposal, 
however must be closely monitored. 
Schools update 25/26 

No updates following July meeting School holidays  
Special Projects update 
Abbotswood 

• The latest phase is being prepared. Wildflower turf and seasonal bulbs, 
subject to final costings from Pictorial Meadows 

• Very successful community event held in August, huge thank you to the 

Chair for his efforts and for Cllrs Hay and Robinson for their support. 
Parish Ponds 

• The Ouse Burn Way project is supporting the Ponds project now 
(indirectly by funding Natural History Society of Northumbria expertise) 

• Five very successful community events have been held at the Ponds 
over the school holidays and have proved to be very popular with 
children. Parish Council is receiving a lot of plaudits for this. 

o Fantastic World of Bat (x2) 

o Pond Dipping: 
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o Field Skills day 
o Dragonflies, Damselflies & Insects:  

• The Steering Group is to discuss installing new litter bin(s) at September 
meeting. As litter continues to be a problem in certain spots.  

• Difficulties remain with collection of the bins as both the landowner and 

Local Authority will not empty bins.  
Cllr McGuiness, member of the Ponds Steering Group, made a proposal for 
litter collection to resolve Health & Safety issues under item 65. 

 
Litter Bin – Whorlton Lane 
Cllr McGuinness requested the Parish Council’s support to have a City Council 

litterbin installed on Whorlton Lane. There is a constant problem with anti-social 
behaviour at the little pond on the bridlepath from Whorlton Lane to the Parish 
Ponds, this is largely associated with litter, bottles, abandoned fishing tackle, 

this has become a health and safety problem and a risk to people, pets and 
wildlife. We are getting regular complaints on Facebook with several injuries to 
people and dogs already reported. 

After many requests, the landowner (Northumberland Estates) shows no 
interest in helping to manage this problem or assisting in collecting litter or 
debris, however, there are many in the local community who are prepared to 

`pick up` if there were a litter bin and a collection service.  
The nearest litter bin is in Callerton Village approximately 1.5 km away, and 
many new houses in the proximity of Whorlton Lane have no bins. 

The Parish Council has organised `community litter picks, and arranged for the 
City Council to collect refuse sacks at an agreed location, however, we can 
only get community support for this 2/3 times per year max, therefore, this is 

not a sustainable solution in order to resolve the health and safety issues 
referred to. 
It was proposed that the Parish Council request from Newcastle City Council: 

• Installation of litterbin at requested location on Whorlton Lane 
• Empty as part of the regular collection service 
• Use Parish Council CIL to fund both if necessary (Ponds CIL or Callerton CIL) 

• Review in 12 months following installation. 
Members agreed to this proposal. 
 

Vandalised Trees D2 Youth Zone Ltd   
As previously informed at our May meeting, the trees outside D2 Youth Zone 
which had been created as a memorial garden, had been the subject of 

vandalism, Cllr Robinson advised that D2 Youth Zone haven’t got the funds to 
replace them and inquired if the Parish Council could financially support. 
Members requested what the costing would be before a decision could be 

made. 
 
Ward Councillor’s Update  

Cllr Robinson informed members that Newcastle City Council had made an 
excellent job of clearing/cleaning around the Newbiggin Hall Estate. 
Cllr McGuinness advised that the farmer’s fields at the rear of the Dene have 

been left fallow for the last two years, this is now full of weeds, Cllr Hay to 
investigate. 
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Cllr Hay also to investigate what were the latest developments on the rent 
office on Trevelyan Drive. 

 
CIL Discussion 
The Clerk updated members on the meeting he’d had with Matt Storey from 

NCC regarding the Parish Councils Neighbourhood Portion, at present no 
further funding is due, however Matt gave an indication of payments to be 
made over the next two years from the Taylor Wimpey and Persimmon 

developments. 
The clerk also provided a balance on the current funding figures. 
 

Planning Matters 
Cllr G Pattison and Cllr A Hay declared a non-pecuniary interest and left the 
meeting for the following planning items.          

Cllr Robinson took the Chair, the Clerk provided an update on planning 
applications received which had previously been circulated to members. 
 

2025/0916/01/DET Terminal Building Newcastle 
International Airport, - 

Woolsington, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, NE13 8BZ 

No Objection  

2024/1065/01/DET 39 The Oval, Woolsington, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE13 
8AS 

Holding Objection 

2025/0986/01/HOU 2 Snowdrop Drive, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE5 1EX 

Holding Objection  

2019/1287/36/DCC Land West of Bedeburn Road, 
Including Simonside Primary 

School and Former Simonside 
Community Centre Sites, 
Newbiggin Hall, NE5 4LG 

No Objection  

2025/0290/01/DET Land North of Newbiggin Lane, 

Westerhope, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, 

No Objection  

2024/1579/02/DCC 32 Woolsington Park South, 
Woolsington, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, NE13 8BJ 

      No Objection 

2025/1258/01/HOU 32 Woolsington Park South, 
Woolsington, Newcastle Upon 

Tyne, NE13 8BJ 

 

2025/1056/01/HOU 5 Woolsington Gardens, 

Woolsington, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne, NE13 8AP 

 

2025/0986/01/HOU 2 Snowdrop Drive, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE5 1EX 

 

2025/1277/01/DET Redlands Main Road, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE13 8BW 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 



70. Financial Matters / Accounts for Payment 
a. Approval was given to the following payments, itemised in the Report of the 

Clerk circulated with the papers for the meeting – 
                                                                  
Clerk Salary July/Aug 25 £   1,104.21 

HMRC July/Aug 25 £      276.08 
St Wilfrid’s Church (July) 
John Littleton (Woolsington Res – Bio) 

£        40.00 
£      441.05 

NIA (Abbotswood) £    5000.00 
D2 Youth Zone Ltd 
HFF Garden Services (Cheviot Bio) 

Tony Dale (Reimbursement Lock & Chain) 
 

£    2000.00 
£      100.00 

£        15.34 
 

b. The Clerk shared the financial statement document. 

 
c. The Clerk provided an update on the audited AGAR for the year ending 
March 2025, advising that the external auditors had completed their review, 

and was pleased to report that it had been certified complete in accordance 
with proper practices. 
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Any Other Business 
Following a meeting the Chair and the Clerk had with Newbiggin Hall Football 
Club, it was proposed to financially support them to a value £7,180, this would 

pay for trophies, new strips for eight of the age groups and also with a view to 
sponsoring the under 11 team, following a short discussion Members agreed to 
this proposal. 

The Clerk advised that there was a meeting of Parish Councils with Newcastle 
City Council on the 24th September, however as he would be on holiday, asked 
if anyone could attend in his absence, the Chair agreed to attend. 

The Clerk advised that the Police will provide some data for our November 
meeting as they can’t attend in person. 
The Clerk asked if the Parish Council were willing to offer the five local schools 

a donation of a real Christmas Tree like the previous years, the members 
thought this was a good idea and agreed.  
 

Date of next meeting 
The next meeting was scheduled for 12th November 2025, 6.30pm at St 
Wilfrid’s Church. 

                                                     
Chairman ……………………. 
 

Date        ………… 
 
 

 


