


There’s a rule that lays! it down that
spattering ol life-blood spilling

on the ground must summon further
bloodshed. Murder calls upon an
Erinys to draw on deadly

retribution for the murdered.
400-405)
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Apollo’s oracle commanded me - - 4 s m—— er—
to carry out this dangerous task ,- ' '

s -
Should I believe 1n oracles like these? . / I { 4
Well, even 1t | diid not, . ‘ ¢ 3
still 1t must be done, the deed. . N7y

For there are many urgings which corbbns{e this one end

270-298)




Against our enemies | ask for vengeance §

so you killers shall be duly killed in returpss




O curse upon this house, so hard to overthrow...
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| say the dead are slaughtering the living.
(330




O lord Apollo, here they come 1n swarms.

And from their eyes they drip disgusting blood and pus.
(1057-8)




Scene 1 (Prologue, [1]-21)

Choral Song (Parados, 22-83)

Scene 2 (First Episode, 84-163)

Scene 3 (First Episode, 164-305)

Scene 4 (First Episode kommos, 306-478)
Scene 5 (First Episode, 479-534)

Choral Song (First Stasimon, 585-652)
Scene 6 (Second Episode, 653-718)
Choral Chant (Second Stasimon, 719-729)
Scene 7 (Third Episode, 730-782)

Choral Song (Third Stasimon, 783-837)
Scene 8 (Fourth Episode, 839-854)
Choral Chant (Fourth Stasimon, 855-368)
Scene 9 (Fifth Episode, 870-934)

Choral Song (Fifth Stasimon, 935-971)

Scene 10 (Sixth Episode & Fxodos, 973-1076)

Orestes

Chorus

Electra, Chorus

Electra, Orestes, Chorus
Chorus, Orestes, Electra
Orestes, Electra, Chorus
Chorus

Orestes, Slave, Clytemnestra
Chorus

Chorus, Cilissa

Chorus

Aegisthus, Chorus

Chorus

Clytemnestra, Orestes, Slave, Pylades, Chorus

Chorus

Orestes, Chorus



Table 1: Complete Oresteia Casts, Overview

T Muller DFA Knox  Paviovekis Whallon  Ewans T Ashby . Cohen " Marshall
AQamentnon
Watch (39) A AlB A B B A B B A
Clytem (344) C C ( C ( C C C C
Herald (126) A AlB A B A A B A A
Agam (84) A A A A A A A A A
Cassandra (178) B B B B B B B B B
Aegisthus (64) B A/B ot A A B A Al
Libation Bearers
Orestes (333) A A A A A C A B A
Electra (170} B C o C C B B C C(2)
Door (1) ® ® ° C* D ® ® C C
Clytem (50) C C C C C B C C C
Nurse (40) C A/B/C ® B B AlB B C A (3)
Aegisthus (15) B AIBIC ® B A ASC B A A(l)
Servant (11) B B/D B B D A B D B
Pylades (3) B B B B B D B A B
Fumenides T g Bl D - T - Bl Bl RS o Bl o
Pythia (64) C C e B B C B C B (4)
Apollo (141) B B B B B A C A B
Orestes(102) A A A A A B A B A
Clytem (40) C C C C C C B C C
Athena (245) C C C C C C B C C

Total lies per actor

A 84 519-803 84 583 724 465-520 519 433 803
B 582 322-617 333+ 617 165 500/540 995 652 397
C 783 913/968 679+ 830 849 1026/104] 535 954 850
(D)} n/a 0/11 n'a n/a 12 3 n/a 11 n/a

Key: singing part, ® does not consider
Pavlovskis=Garvie & Walton for LB
" considered only by Garvie

Marshall, C. W. "Casting the Oresteia." The Classical Journal 98, no. 3 (2003): 257-74. Accessed March 19, 2021. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3298048.




Some useful words

oL (dika)l| justice, right

aoqlara) prayer; curse

Electra: | lay this hostile curse upon their heads:
to us, though, send good fortune,

helped by Earth and Justice who brings victory. (144-6)

owtle (aitia)| responsibilityiguilt, blame; cause

Orestes: My incitement to on this action
was Apollo’s Delphic oracle, which told me

I would be exempt from guilt if | did this... (129-31)






Irilogies

Suppliants
Persians

Seven Against Thebes

Agamemnon
Choephoroi

Fumenides
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Fuminides

Choephorot

Agamemn(m
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Fuminides

Choephorot

Agamemn(m

Future

Present

Past



3

~ . X
@ L5 Ny . ¢ -
Ao T — 3
' \
~ ﬂ‘ N DN ST —————
o | - 7 - — -
R 21 N - 2
N 4 AU
o 5
wl \ \
n g - >
| -

-
-

Rt ey <A OIS
r{

Fuminides

G

AN
N

- P
o §\ s
\ -l ”

AP~ e

.y

Choephorot

Agamemn(m

Future

Present

Past

polis (city)

otkos (household, family)
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Meanwhile at home, Aegisthus had been plotting:
He killed the son of Atreus and seized

control of rich Mycenaes/where he reigned

for seven years. But in the eight, Orestes

came to destroy him! He returned from Athens,
and killed his father’s murderer, then called

the Argives to a funeral, a feast

for clever, scheming, cowardly Aegisthus

whom he had killed, and his own hated mother.

Odyssey 3.303-310(trans: Wilson]



Aeschylis Fanipid s yophocjes
Choephoror (458 BCE] Llectra (¢A18 BEEY HKlectra (413 BCE]






Flectra (~413 BCE)

Electra:

Chrysothemis:

Electra:

Chrysothemis:

Electra:

Do not teach me falseness to those 1 love.

That 1s not what | teach, but to yield to authority.
Practice your flattery. This 1s not my way.

It 1s a good thing, not to fall through stupidity.

| shall fall, if 1 must, revenging my father.
599-9)



“undoubtedly perverse”

“At first reading, many points of style and content seem so
deliberately i bad taste that one suspects an entire parody of

tragedy 1n the high style”

— Emily Vermuele, translator

Euripides
Flectra (~418 BCE?)
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Euripides
Flectra (~418 BCE?)

1 you Oll,
ae sword beside your ha

he robe,
8

d not love.

.




Euripiges
Flectrad418 BCE?)

Old Man:

Electra:

Old Man:

Electra:

Lookiatthat lock of hauyimateh.at to yous owiithead,
scesidat 1s not twin toryetrs ym color and cut.

JHow couldia lock ofPhisthraar match with/ mine?
Onefromia man with [rageed traming in the4mg
and jgaies, one comb@d and girlish? 1t 1s @on possible:

At leastigo sat your foot in the print of histhunting boot
and seeif 1t 1s not the/same as yofirs, child.

You|make me angry. lilow|could rocky griound receive
the imprintof-atoot?]And if it could beltraced,

itwould not be thesame for brother and|sister,

amdan’s foot and-agirl’s}jof course his would be bigger.
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