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Executive Summary

Amid the strategic transformations the world is witnessing, which
may lead to the formation of a new international order based on
unconventional factors of power and influence among nations, the
contours of this system are becoming apparent through
international and regional events and their potential outcomes, such
as the Russian-Ukrainian war, the Gaza war, the conflict in
Lebanon, and changes in Syria. In light of these developments, the
Bahr Alolom Forum for Dialogue recognized the necessity of
addressing Iraq's position in the new international order during its
seventh session. This was pursued through a series of dialogue
sessions aimed at discussing the foundations and determinants of
Iraq’s future status in the new international system, by hosting a
distinguished group of decision-makers, university professors, and
research centers to develop a clear vision for Iraq’s regional and
international role.

To achieve the desired objectives, the Bahr Alolom Forum for
Dialogue, in collaboration with the Finnish organization CMI, held
a roundtable discussion to explore Iraq’s regional role in mediation
and negotiation. The discussion highlighted Iraq’s successful
mediation efforts between Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic
of Iran, as well as the potential areas of negotiation Iraq could
leverage, particularly in water, environmental issues and climate
change—considered cross-border regional challenges that
necessitate collective action.

Iraq's qualification to play an active role as a regional mediator
stems from its historical, geopolitical, constitutional, economic, and
cultural foundations. Historically, Iraq has served as a link—or
sometimes a dividing line—between competing regional powers
(Iran, Tirkiye, and the Arab world). However, these foundational
advantages remain untapped without political will to activate and
employ them in safeguarding Iraq’s higher interests amidst the
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ongoing events in the Middle East. Therefore, the first session of
the roundtable was dedicated to discussing Iraq’s material and
intangible capabilities for playing an effective regional mediation
role. The session concluded with a recommendation to formulate a
future vision for Iraq’s regional role, emphasizing the establishment
of sustainable diplomacy capable of paving the way for future
dialogues where Iraq can serve as a key regional mediator.

Water, environmental challenges and climate change could also
provide Iraq with a platform for negotiation, given its location at
the center of countries sharing the Tigris and Euphrates rivers (Iran,
Turkey, and Syria). Iraq has made notable progress in
environmental and climate efforts at both the official and non-
official levels, actively contributing to international and regional
conferences on these issues. Hence, the second session
recommended that the political, economic, environmental, and
climate dimensions should remain interconnected, as these
challenges are inherently regional and cross-border. Solutions
require regional cooperation among nations.
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