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Delivered free to every home in Letham and district by
Forfar All Souls @ LETHAM (Charity Number SC002417)
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Letham Primary collected and donated 198kg worth of food / toiletries for the Forfar Foodbank on the 15th
March 2024. (see page 7

This will feed 20 individuals, 14 couples and 10 families! What an achievement! A huge thanks to our whole
Mrs Williamson

school community!

Neighbourhood Watch

Local crimes and Information on safety, resilience
emerging trends and community wellbeing

Guidance on online safety worlo\ss» Approved “Secured by Design”
and doorstep scams “UNATT products and recommendations

Advice on how to secure your Sharing best practice to protect
property and belongings I you, your family and community

Neighbourhood

Wat www.neighbourhoodwatchscotiand co.uk
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Youth and Safeguarding Report -
March 2024

As I explained last year, the General Assembly of
2022 agreed substantial reform of Safeguarding
Training for everyone working or holding posi-
tions within the Church of Scotland. This has
been implemented over the last year.

There is now a requirement for all elders to un-
dergo a 3 hour safeguarding training course every
5 years. Those people who have undergone PVG
checking, to allow them to work with children
and other vulnerable groups, must do an addition-
al short training course to ensure they are kept up
to date with all the current guidelines and prac-
tice.

The elders here in Letham, who currently serve
on the kirk session, have now completed all the
necessary courses. The courses were very well
run and highlight the importance of everyone be-
ing vigilant in dealings with children and other
vulnerable groups.

We have several people who have completed the
PVG checking process. As of 1* April 2024, we
will be part of Forfar - All Souls Church of Scot-
land and we are looking forward to some changes
in the way we worship. There will be opportuni-
ties for more people to become involved in new
initiatives, working with children and other vul-
nerable groups, in Letham and Forfar. If you
would like to join the team, and are willing to un-
dergo the PVG checking process, please speak to
Irene McGugan or Norma Craigon for more infor-
mation.

Norma Craigon

‘In the PICTure’

Welcomes items of news and expressions of
opinion from organisations and individuals
within the community, provided such articles
are signed.

Published items do not necessarily reflect the
views of either the
Publicity Group or the Kirk Session

of Forfar All Souls Church.

In the PICTure

Rev. Martyn Thomas celebrated his 90" birthday
with all the congregation of Letham Church, on
Sunday 14™ April 2024. Martyn is a much loved
and well respected member of our congregation,
and we sang happy birthday to him.

There was of course cake after the service, which
we all enjoyed.

We hope that Martyn will continue to produce In
the Picture for a long time to come.

Thank you, Martyn, for all you do.




In the PICTure

I’'m Rev Maggie Hunt. I’ve been in Forfar for
over 9 years now, previously working with St
Margaret’s Forfar. I am very much enjoying our
new united church and getting to know folks in
Letham where I will be preaching most Sundays.
You have such a lovely village and I hope you
will come up and say ‘hello’ when you see me out
and about during the week, finding my feet and
learning my way around the various halls, shops
and community facilities. I’'m quite easy to spot
as I look a lot like the Vicar of Dibley!

I have a passion for mission and outreach and en-
joy finding new ways to connect with people
where they are and offering the hope of Christ.
Before becoming a minister, I worked for many
years with CrossReach [Church of Scotland So-
cial Responsibility] working in volunteer manage-
ment and engagement. I am looking forward to
working with you all in Letham to find new ways
to support, care for and meet the needs of folks
where you are. I live in West Forfar with my
husband Gareth, our adult daughter Amy and our
cockapoo dog Molly.
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Letham Church Services
Morning Worship
At 10.30 am
Services Conducted by
a member of Team Ministry

Formal Holy Communion will take
place on Sunday 5th May 2024 at
10.30 am

Pentecost

Is recognised as the birth of the Christian Church
and celebrates the decent of the Holy Spirit on
Jesus Christ’s disciples. It is sometimes called
Whitsunday.

This year Pentecost Sunday is May 15th.

Prayer For May =

Dear Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness and grace
that has seen me through this year so far. I don't know
what this month will hold, but I know You do. I am
grateful that You have foreseen every day before I've
lived it and you have a hope filled plan to lead me
victoriously through everything I face. Please keep me
close to You and grant me your strength, energy and-
power to see me through each day. I offer up all that I
am, all that I have and all that I do and ask You to tak‘e

Next Issue of ‘In the P/CTure’
Deadline for June 2024 issue is
Saturday 18th May 2024
Material may be sent to Joan Smith,

9 Burnside Road (01307 818937)
E-mail: joan_77@btinternet.com
or to Rev Martyn Thomas
14 Kirkgait (01307 818084)
E-mail: revmartynthomas@outlook.com
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FAIRTRADE

FAIRTRADE FAIRTRADE

It’s 30 years since the first Fairtrade certified
products hit supermarket shelves. Since then,
Fairtrade has not only pioneered a unique, more
equitable way of doing trade — and shown how it
makes a tangible difference — it has become the
world’s most recognised and trusted ethical label.

Behind that label, a global community of millions
has been working towards more responsibly pro-
duced and fairly priced goods, as part of a fairer
world for everyone. That includes more than 2
million farmers and workers in 58 countries, sup-
ply chain partners, some of our most loved brands
of tea, coffee and chocolate, and towns, cities,
schools, places of worship and supermarkets.

3 ‘We farmers are the first
i to feel and the first to
fight climate change. If
we want to leave some-
W thing for our children, we
need to take measures to
mitigate the effects of
climate change now. We
4 farm from the heart and

" we love growing. With
the love I have for my land, I don’t see myself
working anywhere else’, says Jaime Alberto
Garcia Florez, who grows cocoa and Fairtrade
coffee on his farm in Colombia.

But Jaime’s vital work costs money. Without a
fair trade system and government climate funding
that has been promised, but not yet delivered, the
future of farmers like Jaime is at risk.

Right now, the UK Government is planning new
laws aimed at preventing deforestation.

To learn more and have an opportunity to sign the
new petition to ask our government to ensure le-
gal changes to tackle deforestation do not place
the burden on farmers like Jaime check out

fairtrade.org.uk.

In the PICTure

LETHAM GARDENING CLUB

The 2023/24 season ended on the 9th April with
the AGM and bulb competition.

Congratulations to Dorothy and Liz.

Our next event is a plant sale in the village hall
on Saturday 11th May from 10am to noon.

Donations of plants will be very welcome as will
buyers. Proceeds of the sale go to supporting the
Flower Show on Sunday 11th August and
schedules will be available soon in the Post
Office and the Auldbar Cafe.

An 8 x 6 greenhouse is available (without glass)
free for pick up, to first caller.

Bill Muir 07908339420

Letham & District Community Council
The James Cosgrove Award

Anyone wishing to nominate someone for the
award should complete a form and return it to
any member of the Community Council or put it
in the letter box (15 The Square) by June 14th.

The Nomination Forms will be in the Book Shop.

LETHAM VILLAGE LITTER PICK

The occasional showers did not dampen spirits,
and people of all ages including residents from
Jubilee court and representatives from various
groups or clubs came to help keep our village
tidy. And what an amazing result.

Afterwards they enjoyed various refreshments,
soups and sausage rolls and a few treats for the
kids.

Look forward to seeing even more of you next
time.
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IT CLASSES FOR BEGINNERS
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IT BEGINNERS COURSE

The inaugural class will take place in the Feuars’
Hall which is above the BOOK SHOP ( opposite
the bakers) on Wednesday 14th May at 7 pm.

Dr Michael Kay will talk about internet security.

This will be an opportunity to discuss among our
selves how many classes we would like and what
the most convenient time is for everyone.

We can also suggest topics for each course.
Sandra MacRae Mobile 0753 850 5489

alexandramacrae1941@gmail.com

Letham Pensioners

Due to the reduced members on the Letham Pen-
sioners Committee, we have had to find an easier
way to collect subscriptions from existing mem-
bers and to encourage new pensioners to join us,
and to book the annual outing. Membership is
open to anyone who is 60 or over and is not in
full time employment.

We will be in the Village Hall from 2pm to 4pm
on Saturday 18" May and will be accepting sub-
scriptions from existing Members and, hopefully,
gaining some new members. Membership costs
just £2 for the year. Benefits of membership in-
clude a subsidised outing and Christmas party. We
will also be accepting bookings for the annual
outing, details of which are on the flyer included
in this edition of In The PICTure. The outing will
cost £16 for members. Non-members may be able
to come if there is space on the coach. The cost
for non-members will be £20.

We are hoping that as many people as possible
will be there for the short AGM at around 3pm. It
is very important for you to know what we have
done over the past year and how we spend the
money.

Tea and coffee and biscuits will be served.

Elaine Saunders Treasurer, Letham Pensioners

TALES OF LETHAM STANES No. 4

“I’'ve seen many a ruined building,
but never a ruined stane.” (Hugh McDiarmid)

SMOOTH PASSAGE FOR THE COACH
Aye, it’s aboot stanes again!!
We Lethamites may imagine that cassie stanes
only featured in Letham but recently, with the
installation of the flower beds in The Square.
However, only a few villagers know that old cas-
sie stanes of long ago can be found in The Den.
Many fowk will truly say they have never seen
cassies anywhere in The Den. This claim de-
mands an explanation. Here follows that explana-
tion.
When the village was founded in 1789, there was
little means of instant communication. Scotland
did not employ jungle drums or smoke signals, or
long horns like the Swiss. Nor did there exist, tel-
ephones. Communications had to be face to face.
Enter the Arbroath to Brechin daily coach service.
This coach came through the new village of Leth-
am. Entering the village via Grant Roy’s Brae, it
then crossed the Vinney just upstream of the
bridge which is there now. But the bridge wasn’t
even built when the coach began to run.
Blunt Neuk, where Isobel Sword now stays, used
to function as a sort of motorway cafe to service
the drouthy and hungry passengers travelling past.
When I came to the village in 1947, it was still
possible to see parts of an ancient notice painted
on the wall of Blunt Neuk. “Wines and Spirits”
could still be discerned. I dare say that ham and
eggs and scotch broth also featured on the Menu.
The name Blunt Neuk gives the name away. The
gable end at the side of the Burn is rounded to
allow the coach to emerge from the burn without
colliding with the gable. There followed a gey,
stey brae before the coach could enter the end of
Blairs Road at The Hedges. No wonder the hu-
man contents of the coach partook of a pech at
Blunt Neuk. I bet the horses enjoyed the rest as
well.
But to return to the cassies in The Den. They are
in the Burn, just upstream from the new bridge.
The land on the south side of the Burn slopes
from the road to the Burn. Some serious howking
amongst the stones in the Burn reveals a perfectly
smooth road of cassies, to ease the passage of the
coach. JAMc




T: 01674 658501

- M: 07873 566500

Oakwood
Trees & Landscaping

Call The Professionals

E: info@oakwoodtreesandlandscaping.co.uk

W: www.oakwoodtreesandlandscaping.co.uk

C/\/' Afuve”e

Hay Fever Season

Pollinosan Hay Fever Tabs £11.99
Pollinosan Eye Drops £12.99
Pollinosan Nasal Spray £9.99
New Era No. H £10.99
Hay Max Balm £7.99

Many other items available in store

Large selection of local honey available.
*901ApE Aue pasu noA ji ur dod aseaq

59 Castle Street, Forfar 01307 468738
Opening Hours Mon-Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm

DUNRIC DIY s
26 Blairs Road, Letham ﬁ(

Flower, Herb & Vegetable Seeds

¥
Y Y
h 4 Y
h 4 Y
Y Y
h 4 Y
Y Compost, Topsoil, Bark, Potting Grit L4
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Lawn Treatment. Plant Feeds, Weedkillers
Fence, Shed, Decking & Garden Paint / Stain
Wild Bird Food, Fat Balls & Feeders

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Tel: 01307 818011

Professional bathrooms and
kitchens design to installation.
Repairs or refurbishment incl.
tiling, plaster coving and
painting/decorating.

IMAINTENANCE

NO VAT
CHARGES I

FREE ESTIMATES

ANRY'S H0BILE SERVIGE

Established in 1994 and still going strong

Mobile 07951 542370 Find uson
Tel. 01307 818747 Facebook

KeyStore %

-
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Convenience Store and Post Office stocking groceries,
chilled and frozen products and a wide selection of
beers, wines and spirits.
“We’ll support you evermore”
Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri 6:00am-8:00pm  Sat 6:00am-8:00pm
Sun 7:00am-7:00pm

All major credit/debit cards accepted.
Electronic and card top-ups for mobile phones.
Magazine and newspaper delivery service.

01307 818840

tterys

\m_,./
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
4 Roberts Street, Forfar
Privately Owned 24 hour service

Offering a personal, caring and professional
service in your time of need.
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Telephone 01307 460777
14
Radiont Looks
Health and Beauty

¢ Advanced Facials
¢ Manicures / Pedicures
¢ Gel Nails - Hand & Feet
* Waxing
¢ Tinting - Lash & Brow Jane Alexander
* Bridal Make-up Qualified Beauty Therapist

Stockist of Decleor, OPI, 10c The Squaure, Lethawm; DD8 2PZ

Environ, Make-up Www.facebook fradiontlooksl

Telt 01307 818157 or 07749 845410

your local, reliable & family owned garage

CENTRAL MOTORS LETHAM

* QUALITY USED CAR SALES ¢ M.O.T. TESTING
¢ HYBRID SPECIALISTS ¢ SERVICING

¢ AIR CON RECHARGE * EXHAUSTS

* DIAGNOSTICS ¢ BATTERIES

* CALOR GAS * TYRES

*NOW DOING HYBRID SERVICING AND REPAIRS:

01307 818924
MAIL@CENTRALMOTORSLETHAM.CO.UK
5 EAST HEMMING STREET LETHAM
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LETHAM & DISTRICT @

Scottish Women's Institutes

President Lynne Slater welcomed members and
our Guest Judge for the evening, Mary Wyllie,
President of Kingsmuir SWI.

Lynne presented a slideshow incorporating many
of the exhibits from the Angus Federation SWI
show held on 29th and 30th March 2024. Letham
did very well on achieving tickets and we were
very pleased with our overall results. Many of our
members attended the show over the weekend
and congratulations were given to all who
participated. We are already looking forward to
competing in the show in 2025.

Mary kindly judged this month’s competitions.
Easter flower arrangement

1. Joan Smith 2. Colette McNeill 3. Lynne Slater
Pressed flower bookmark.

1. Colette McNeill 2. Frances Webster

3. Lynne Slater

Garden flower of the month.

1. Victoria Alexander 2. Colette McNeill

3. Evelyn Balfour

Meg Bundock proposed thanks to Mary for
judging the competitions.

A few of our members attended Eassie and Nevay
SWI for a musical event on the 3rd April 2024
and all had a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

We will be holding our A.G.M. at our meeting on
the 7th of May 2024 and also presenting trophies
to our competition winners throughout this year.
Lynne concluded the evening with thanking all
the members for attending and helping on the
evening.

Colette McNeill (Press Secretary)

Learning

Together
Group Weekly Bible

Study
Letham Church Hall
on Mondays at 1:30pm.

Toys and drawing materials
available for children.
Tea, coffee and snacks provided.

All are Welcome.
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Dundee and —
Angus foodbank

Foodbank

Dundee Foodbank and Angus Foodbank, for
administrative purposes, merged in November
2021. However the aims and purpose remain the
same and that is to provide emergency food parcels
for those in need and to support people in crisis.

“We don’t think anyone in our community should
have to face going hungry. That’s why we provide
three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food
and support to local people who are referred to us
in crisis. We are part of a nationwide network of
foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, work-
ing to combat poverty and hunger across the UK.”
Food donated in your area will be used to feed
people in your area.

CURRENT NEEDS
Baked Beans Tinned puddings
Teabags Pasta Sauce
Tinned vegetables Tinned fruit
Soap UHT Milk

Please bring your donations to Letham Church
on Sunday mornings.

Financial donations can be Gift Aided, allowing
the Foodbank to claim a further 25% from HMRC.
info@dundeeandangus.foodbank.org.uk

Tel 01382 698020

This is part of the 198 kg of the food items
collected by Letham Primary School for Dundee
and Angus Food Bank. (See front page.)



mailto:info@dundeeandangus.foodbank.org.uk

- mmittee
Registered Scottish Charity: SC003197

Solicitors and Estate Agents il Supporting ‘In the PICTure’
House Sales and Purchase Estate Agency
Executry Estates Wills Remember LETHAM BOOK SHOP
Leases Powers of Attorney Open At Least Six Days a Week
Commercial Law in Letham Feuars’ Hall, Auldbar Road.
31a St David Street Brechin DD9 6EG i ]
01356 622171 All takings used for the benefit of Letham.

shiells@shiells-law.co.uk

For information about the Feuars please contact
Partners Steve Middleton & Gair Couston lethamfeuars@gmail.com

Members of TSPC

Hand Pict

Showcase Gallery

The Square, Letham

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm DE VEJLOP @ME@ ﬂ,ﬁ@

Closed Sunday & Monday JOINER & BUILDING CONTRACTOR
» All aspects of joinery work
» New Builds & Extensions

We are a co-operative of local Artisans and Artists, ALL

goods for sale are handmade.to avery h-igh quality with > Loft conversions & Renovations
care and attention to detail. > Kitchen installation etc.
Available. Call in or telephone 01307 819226 Tel. - 01307 819413 Mobile — 07801066772

SNIPS

Hairdressing salon
Ladies, Gents and Kids Styling
Tuesday - Friday 9am - 5pm  Saturday 8:30am - 3pm

is in the Square and open daily, , Call the salon or PM our Facebook page

10 am-4 pm, Mondays to Saturdays, and folbockhUEEPRTIIAeNt
! s 'IF; hooh-4 pr); sundays L “ 10% discount for new customers

Letham
Bookshop

ﬁ Tﬁ only with this voucher.
._Eiﬁ Books for children are free. 28 18A The Square, Letham, Angus
i=R i Tel: 01307 818814

Your éommuniiy bookshop is there for you! Ei @SnipsofLetham

JOHN CONBOY ELECTRICAL
45a Blairs Road, Letham

Tel: 07905 824155/ 01307 818779

Email: johnconboy3@msn.com

Sales « Repairs « MOTs
Parts « Tyres « Vapour Blasting

Ultra Sonic Cleaning

Domestic & Commercial work
National Inspection Council for

Ins pection & Testi ng repo rts Electrit::nstauation Contracting

01307 463838 Smoke alarms -|'= R—

@ www.angusclassichikes.co.uk APPROVED CONTRACTOR
PAT Testing

< info@angusclassichikes.co.uk

Angus Classic Bikes - 40 Brechin Road - Forfar - Angus - DD8 3JX
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