Kennel Club of Jersey Open Show, Saturday, January 24th, 2026
Handling Critique

6-11 yrs- 3 entries.
Three lovely young handlers enjoying a day out with their dogs.
1ST Everlynn Stewart-Smith handling a Papillon.  A very confident handler who carried out accurate patterns, lines were nice and straight, but corners could have been a bit sharper.  Everlynn has a good bond with her dog.  BJH
2nd Annie Brookes handling a Cocker Spaniel.  This young lady has certainly improved in her handling.  It is never easy using a borrowed dog.  Lines on patterns could have been a bit straighter, but Annie has definitely gained more confidence when competing.  RBJH
3rd Logan Cupit handling a young Bulldog who is very strong and playful.  Logan tried hard with his patterns, and I do see an improvement in his handling even if his dog had other ideas! I hope Logan continues to take part and improve as he will get there.
All handlers need practice at showing the teeth.  They all knew the ages of their dogs and which group they came from which was good.  Juniors remember your thank you to the judge after you have completed your patterns before you go back to your place.

12-16 yrs 1 entry, 1 absent
17-24 yrs I entry, I absent
25 yrs plus- 2 entries
1ST Claire White handling a Cocker Spaniel.  Some lines on the patterns could have been straighter otherwise good handling
2nd Sarah Woodman handling a Cocker Spaniel.  Sarah is new to handling and as yet needs to master the basics as handling techniques are different to the show ring.  Always be aware of where the judge is and do not go between the dog and the judge even if that means swapping hands.  Again, pattern lines could have been straighter.  Well done for taking part and having a go.
For both handlers make sure that you are aware of what direction the judge’s feet are pointing before you start your patterns, this was one of the reasons your lines were not straight.  My feet were pointing to the corner of the ring on the diagonal designed to make you think about doing your patterns in a difficult space. The gaiting of two dogs needs practice, neither of you were aware that I had moved and when you did see me you were stumped as to what to do next. Always be aware of where the judge is. Tongue in cheek I would say watch the Juniors but well done both ladies for entering and taking part.

Christine Marett.
January 2026.


