Channel Islands Dog of the Year Competition hosted by the Kennel Club of Jersey.
I would like to thank the Kennel Club of Jersey for the kind invitation to judge the Obedience at The Channel Islands Dog of the Year Competition on Saturday 14th February 2026.
I would also like to thank the Jersey Obedience people for looking after me, before and after the show.
My hotel was overlooking St Brelades Bay, and the weather was such that I was able to take a walk along the beach on the two days that I was in Jersey.  It was an extremely busy weekend.
The show venue was such that we were inside, and the Obedience had a Hall to itself.  The ring was surrounded by white picket fencing.
The scheduled classes were Beginners, Novice, Test A, Test B and Test C.  The qualifying dogs were winners from previous Channel Islands Obedience competitions. 
I would like to thank my steward for the day Lindsay, a word and foot perfect performance.  Lindsay did not see the rounds before today and gave some impressive stewarding – well done – you are a professional.
My other stewards to thank are Bev on Scoreboard aided and abetted by Fiona – a job well done Ladies, thank you so much.
My scent decoy stewards had not had the honour of this job before but were scent perfect – thank you Mary (from the Gun Club – who had nothing to do with Obedience) and Sue.  Neither were that smelly to the dogs, thank goodness.
Unfortunately, not many of our Guernsey competitors were able to join us, owing to the lack of scheduled boats and the inclement weather.
As it was Valentines Day, there was a theme to my rounds – I hope you liked the sweets and the gifts made especially by my friend Becky Coleman – thanks Becky.
So, with that in mind, the results of the Best of the Best are as follows:
BEGINNERS
CI Beginner Obedience Dog of the Year: C Sheppard and Connie.  Connie was a very careful, loyal companion, who just tried her hardest to please Mum.  In Heelwork just wide working and dropping position from the turns were the major fault today.  Connie was a star, Congratulations on your win for CI Beginner Ob Dog of the Year.  Very well deserved.
CI Beginner Obedience Reserve Dog of the Year: J Crenan and Poppy. Such a happy, joyful dog – Poppy had a tendency to weave on and off the leg in Heelwork but made certain of a straight close sit at the end of Heelwork – this really made me smile.  Poppy had a clear recall, well done.  
NOVICE
I managed to have a three-way run-off for first place.  Any of the three deserving dogs and handlers were worthy of the win in this class.
CI Novice Obedience Dog of the Year: Lesley Le Vesconte and Buddy.  Stunning Heelwork on and off lead.  Slight anticipation in Recall and points lost in Retrieve.  Buddy worked so much better in the Runoff.  Congratulations on your win for CI Novice Ob Dog of the Year.  Very well deserved.
CI Novice Obedience Reserve Dog of the Year: Donalda Guy and Dax.  Dax worked so much better in the Runoff.  Points lost in the original round for leaning on.  A crooked present and finish in the Recall lost points, with a knock on and mouthing in the Dumbbell.  Well done on this place.
3rd place after the Run-off, Nicki De La Haye and Faith – much improved since last seen.  Heel On, finishing with wide working in Heel Free.  Clear Recall – well done but unfortunate to meet the 2 above.
TEST A
CI Test A Obedience Dog of the Year: Sue Blake and Saphie.  Such an honest dog, did everything that was asked, finishing with a great scent.  Congratulations on your win for CI Test A Ob Dog of the Year.  Very well deserved.
CI Test A Obedience Reserve Dog of the Year: Liz Keeler and Ceres.  Quite a noise sensitive dog who was aware of everything going on but tried so very hard.  Ceres was dropping position out of turns, with naughty Liz giving an unintentional extra command in Recall.  A pickup and drop of the cloth in scent relegated you to Reserve.  Well done.
TEST B
CI Test B Obedience Dog of the Year: Rose Harris and Floyd.  Floyd tried his hardest to please his Mum but was a little anxious in the ring today.  Dropping position on turns and dropping short on the sendaway were costly, but Congratulations on your win for CI Test B Ob Dog of the Year.  Very well deserved.
CI Test B Obedience Reserve Dog of the Year: Lesley Le Vesconte and Buddy.  Again Buddy produced stunning Heelwork only to fall at the Retrieve and sendaway which were costly.  Sort these out and you will be at the other end of the rosettes.  Well done.
TEST C
CI Test C Obedience Dog of the Year: Liz Keeler and Casca.  Casca and Liz worked the round how I had envisaged it to be worked.  An outstanding performance, which would definitely hold their own in the UK competition.  Congratulations on your win for CI Test C Ob Dog of the Year.  Very well deserved.
CI Test C Obedience Reserve Dog of the Year: R Gillies and DJ.  Lovely heelwork from DJ,  Sendaway and DC were costly today but well done on your reserve placing.




