Jewish Voice for Peace Vermont-New Hampshire
Rebuts Response from Legislators Accused of Ethics Violations

By: Jewish Voice for Peace Vermont-New Hampshire Legislative Work Group
Contact Information:	Liz Blum 	802-649-2030	elizblum@gmail.com 
Fran Miller	802-234-3180	franmillervt@gmail.com

Released: March 10, 2026

On Friday March 6, 2026,  the Vermont-New Hampshire chapter of Jewish Voice for Peace filed supplemental information[footnoteRef:1] with the Vermont House Ethics Panel to counter the joint response[footnoteRef:2] of the five legislators against whom ethics complaints were previously filed. [1:  https://tinyurl.com/JVPsupplemental]  [2:  https://tinyurl.com/VT5response
] 


Those complaints, filed with the Vermont Ethics Commission in January, alleged that Rep. Sarah Austin (Chittenden-19), Rep. James Gregoire (Franklin-6), Rep. Matt Birong (Addison-3), Rep. Will Greer (Bennington-2) and Rep. Gina Galfetti (Washington-Orange) violated Vermont’s Governmental Code of Ethics when, as members of the House of Representatives, they accepted prohibited gifts from the State of Israel to attend “50 States, One Israel,” an event held from September 15 through 18, 2025. 

 “Taking valuable gifts from the Israeli government for a trip including lobbying by Netanyahu and other top Israeli officials is an outrageous abuse of their positions in the legislature,” said Liz Blum, the JVP VT-NH member who signed the original complaints, “especially while Israel and its top officials are credibly charged with war crimes and genocide in Gaza in reports by multiple human rights organizations and by the International Court of Justice.”
The original complaints document the representatives’ acceptance of gifts of travel to, from, and within Israel, including chartered flights, accommodations in luxury, five-star hotels, meals, and guided tours in Jerusalem. These gifts, valued at $6,500 for each legislator, violate 3 V.S.A. § 1203g and3 V.S.A. § 1203b . 

JVP VT-NH’s filing lays bare the legislators’ clear unethical behavior.  For example, the legislators attended a reception where the Israeli Foreign Minister expressed gratitude for legislation previously introduced or adopted in many states, and requested the state legislators pass more such legislation, including measures that would chill speech critical of Israel, such as barring boycott, divestment, and sanctions (BDS) initiatives. The VT legislators deflect from the obvious quid pro quo, saying, “we were not responsible for the comments made by any individual [Israeli] speaker.” 

“JVP VT-NH’s supplemental filing reiterates that the legislators who received the itinerary of the ‘One Israel, 50 States” event had to know before boarding a chartered jet paid for by Israel that Israeli officials would attempt to influence state-level legislation,” said Fran Miller, a spokesperson for JVP.  

Moreover, four of these legislators had previously endorsed H.310, legislation equating criticism of Israel with antisemitism, which is obviously favorable to Israel’s interests, and other legislators on the trip had also supported legislation favoring Israel. “This makes it even more obvious that they could have foreseen Israel’s interests and purpose in paying for their luxury trip to Israel,” according to Ms. Blum.

The five legislators asserted that their participation in the luxury junket to Israel was in their official capacities as Vermont State Representatives. Yet, as JVP VT-NH’s supplemental filing makes clear, they cite no evidence that they were authorized by the Vermont House to represent that body in any capacity, individually or collectively.  

Finally, the trip created the appearance of a violation of Vermont’s Code of Ethics, which is enough to find the legislators violated the Code.  At the time of the legislators’ trip, multiple organizations inside and outside Israel had already found Israel’s leaders and its military guilty of war crimes in Gaza, including the mass murder of the civilian population; demolishing homes, schools, hospitals, water and sanitation facilities, and farms; intentionally blocking aid to cause mass starvation; repeatedly causing the forced displacement of the population; and torturing prisoners.  “Under these circumstances, the legislators’ acceptance of substantial gifts from Israel was enough to create the appearance of an ethics violation,” said Ms. Blum.

“These five legislators refuse to take political or ethical responsibility for their egregious behavior. The House Ethics Panel must investigate and issue a decision that makes plain – to them and to all Vermonters – that such actions will not be tolerated and must not be repeated. This is even more imperative now that the United States has enthusiastically joined Israel in another senseless and destructive war, this time against Iran, with the same Israeli leaders who organized and paid for the ’One Israel, 50 State‘ junket,” said Ms. Miller.
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