
 



 

 ISLAM ON THE DIAMOND FIELDS –  
The Muslim community of Kimberley are very rich in Culture and Tradition, and in 
many ways the pioneers and trend-setters. From the Malay, Indian, Coloured and 
Black communities to the foreign nationals who have settled in Kimberley where 
unlike no other city, all live together.  
 
Leaders in religious prayers, rituals and celebrations, many an event was not 
complete if the Kimberley crew were not present. The Gadats, Raatib and Gaajats 
were passionately organized with inter-city Mouloods and religious events well 
organized and attended. The Kimberley Muslim Brigade marshalled by the late Haji 
Daglaan Davids, Boeta Janie Aysen, Boeta Sampie Fredericks to name a few, always 
stood out at brigade rallies across the country. The innovation of trailed and tested 
‘laagoes’ echoed in harmony when our Muslim Communities came together to 
celebrate the birth of our Beloved Nabi Mogammad S.A.W. Pioneers included 
Marhooms Haji Durman Fredericks, Haji Toffar, Haji Sunny Mills, Haji Abdulla Boytjie 
Mahri, Imaam Yusuf Galant, Imaam Isgaak Jarodien, Haji Dout Fredericks, Haji Igsaan 
Petersen, Haji Amien Aysen, Haji Faati Samsodien, Teacher Karriem, Haji Doella 
Richards, Haji Boeta Richards, Imaam Abdul Latief Kimmie, Haji Zacky Mills to 
mention but a few. Leaders from Moghul Park included Immam Bhayat, Moulana 
Jinnah as well.  
 
Religious activities was well supported by the Muslim woman of Kimberley, families 
and the broader community. Kimberley offers the ideal environment for a multi-
cultural, inter-denominational and multi-racial society. Each practicing its own 
belief’s with a good understanding and support for each other.  
KIMBERLEY – A CITY OF FIRSTS  
- 1871 – the first to Have Private Postal Delivery Services in South Africa;  

- 1875 – the first city to have a drive in bar;  

- 1877 – the first city to professional training of nurses by Henrietta Stockdale;  

- Kimberley, the first city in the Southern Hemisphere to install electric street lighting 
on 2 September 1882. The electric light of Kimberley came on before those of 
London;  

- 1883 – the first Stock Exchange in South Africa;  

- 1889 – the first Hotel with Electricity;  

- 1889 – the first to win the Rugby Currie Cup;  

- 1911 – the first public flight in an aircraft built in South Africa;  

- 1913 – the first aircraft accident;  

- 1913 – the first aircraft bought by the South African Government;  

- 1913 – the first Ten Pilots in the South African Defence Force;  



 
- 1913 – the first Pilots in the South African Aviation Corps;  

- 1926 – the first Industrial Council;  

- 1928 - THE FIRST diamond cutting factory;  

- 1929 - THE FIRST woman to play tennis without stockings at Wimbledon;  

- 1931 - THE FIRST official airport safety regulations;  

- 1931 - THE FIRST airport to install lighting equipment;  

- 1931 - THE FIRST night landing by a pilot;  

- 1931 - THE FIRST airport to offer 24 hour services;  

- 1932 - THE FIRST municipal rest house and aerodrome in Africa;  

- 1934 - THE FIRST National Air Rally;  

- 1936 - THE FIRST South African Museums Conference;  

- 1936 - THE FIRST South Africa Museums Association constituted;  

- 1939 – Patan Ebden ACRFC first Coloured Rugby Springbok;  

- 1940 - THE FIRST female municipal traffic wardens;  

- 1954 - THE FIRST State School for paraplegics;  

- 1954 - THE FIRST state school for physically disabled;  

- 1965 - THE FIRST twelve year old to hold a world record in swimming;  

- 1967 - THE FIRST Commando Training Unit;  

- 1967 - THE FIRST nation wide direct dialling telephones;  

- 1969 - THE FIRST woman judge: Miss Justice Leonora van de Heever;  

- 1976 - THE FIRST housing scheme, Ipopeng in Galeshewe, for black employees;  

- 1977 - THE FIRST remote controlled ore trains in underground operations;  

- 1980 - THE FIRST The first South African to be elected to the world swimming 
hall of fame – Karen Muir;  

- 1983 - THE FIRST elected black town council: Galeshewe in South Africa. 
(30/11/1983);  

- 1983 - THE FIRST coloured priest to become a bishop;  

- 1983 - THE FIRST manufacture of self propelled overhead irrigation pivots in 
South Africa;  

- 1992 - THE FIRST City Council to amalgamate all group areas;  
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


