[image: ]
image1.png
1. Introduction (5 minutes, whole group)

Have students to place their hands palm to palm. Ask them, What do you notice about your hands
when they are placed this way? Is what you see on the right the same as what you see on the left?
Explain that because our own hands are the same shape and size, they are considered congruent
figures.

Instruct students to place their right and left hands palm to palm with their neighbor’s hands. Ask, Is
your hand together with your neighbor’s hand considered congruent? Why not? What do you think
determines congruence? If students state that two different hands are congruent (which they are not)
you may wish to use this as a talking point at the conclusion of the activity.

Next, have students put their own hands palm to palm and turn them so that the back of their right
hand is facing them. Ask them to move the bottom hand up, to the right, or to the left. Ask, What is
different? What is the same? Discuss the meaning of slide, or translation. Now, have students place
their hands palm to palm and open them. Ask, What is different? What is the same? Discuss reflection
and introduce the term line of symmetry as the imaginary line over which a figure reflects and appears
unchanged.

Finally, describe the term rotation as turning a figure around a point. Have students put one of their
hands flat on a desk with fingers together. With their middle fingertip firmly in place, have students
rotate their hands. Ask, What is different? What is the same?




