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The Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles du Maroc 2026: 

Beyond the Race, a Human and Solidarity-Driven Adventure

The Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles du Maroc celebrates its 35th edition in 2026, marking three and a half decades of an extraordinary journey. This

one-of-a-kind, 100% female off-road navigation rally-raid will take place from March 27 to April 11, 2026, amidst the vast and majestic

Moroccan desert.

A Unique Concept: "Old-School" Navigation

Unlike traditional rallies where speed is key, the Rallye des Gazelles is a competition of orientation. Crews of two women must reach several

checkpoints scattered across the desert while covering the shortest distance possible. To achieve this, they use neither GPS nor mobile

phones. Their only equipment is "old-school": a map, a compass, and a navigation ruler. It is a true test of strategy, concentration, and team

cohesion. This focus on minimizing mileage also promotes eco-driving. This unique approach has made the rally the only automotive

competition in the world to be ISO 14001 certified for its environmental commitment.

The 2026 Edition: A Route Rich in Challenges

For this 35th anniversary, the route promises to be intense, covering over 2,500 kilometers across 9 stages, including two "marathon" stages.

These special stages are particularly demanding, as the "Gazelles" do not return to the bivouac for the night, instead sleeping alone in the

heart of the desert. Following technical and administrative checks in France, the official start will take place on March 28, 2026. The

adventure will conclude on April 11 with a final parade on the beach of Essaouira—a symbolic finish line marking the end of a memorable

journey.

A Powerful Commitment: Solidarity and Human Values

Beyond the sporting aspect, the Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles is a deeply human adventure guided by values of perseverance, mutual aid, and

respect. A vital part of the event is the association Cœur de Gazelles. Thanks to this organization, the rally does more than just cross the

desert; it leaves a positive and lasting footprint. A medical caravan accompanies the race to provide free healthcare to remote local

populations, while sustainable development and aid projects are carried out year-round.

The Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles is much more than a race. It is a quest for self-discovery, a personal challenge, and a powerful symbol of female

solidarity. Participating in this rally means engaging in a meaningful adventure, pushing one's limits, and contributing to a cause that makes

a real difference.

T H E  “ R A L L Y E  D E S  G A Z E L L E S  2 0 2 6 ”



T H E  P R O J E C T From Friendship to Adventure

We are Alexia and Sheeba, two childhood friends ready to take on an extraordinary challenge:

participating in the legendary Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles. As mothers, we share a deep desire to push

ourselves and live a once-in-a-lifetime experience, far beyond the routine of our daily lives. This 100%

female rally in the Moroccan desert is the perfect opportunity to test our physical and mental limits,

proving that adventure has no boundaries except the ones we set for ourselves.
Our Humanitarian Commitment

The Rallye des Gazelles is far more than just a race; its humanitarian soul is the heartbeat of our

motivation. We have chosen to support Zoé4life, a cause that is incredibly close to our hearts. This

remarkable organization is dedicated to helping children with cancer and their families, while also

Funding vital research.

We believe that the courage and resilience shown by children fighting illness are a true source of

inspiration. By participating in this rally, we aim to shine a light on their battle and raise essential funds

for a cause that can, unfortunately, affect anyone at any time.
The Team: GAS'elles

Our team name, GAS’elles, is a play on words combining our names—Ghizlane (our mascot), Alexia, and

Sheeba—with "elles" (them/women). It symbolizes the energy and determination we are pouring into

this adventure.

We cannot wait to take you on this journey with us. This challenge is not just ours; it belongs to

everyone who believes in us and the vital cause we are defending.

Team : GAS'elles 



E L K A  W A T C H  C O .

A Heartfelt Project: Supporting Sheeba and Alexia in the Rallye des Gazelles 2026

The Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles adventure is not just a race; it is a human, philanthropic, and

entrepreneurial challenge. It is in this spirit that I have chosen to support Team GAS’elles, two

"Gazelles" from Neuchâtel who are ready to take on the Moroccan desert in 2026.

Their project resonates with me personally, as it mirrors my own values: the entrepreneurial spirit

and a deep connection to Morocco, my country of origin, where I lived for over 17 years. This

heritage is the inspiration behind my support.

A Unique Timepiece: A Symbol of Solidarity

To honor this commitment and help fund their journey, I have created a limited-edition watch of

101 pieces (corresponding to their crew number). Each piece is a tribute to Moroccan culture and

the spirit of the rally. Its design is directly inspired by Zellige, an ancestral art of tile mosaic,

featuring complex patterns that play with light against a vibrant green background—a reminder of

the colors of Morocco.

The distribution of these 101 watches has been carefully designed to combine race funding with

support for a noble cause:

Watch number 001/101 will be sold at auction, with 100% of the proceeds donated to the

Zoé4life foundation, in tribute to the courage of a little girl and the incredible work done by the

association.

Two watches will be gifted to Sheeba and Alexia, who will wear them proudly throughout the

rally. They symbolize their strength, determination, and the support of the Neuchâtel

community.

The remaining 98 pieces will be available for sale, with the profits funding a significant portion

of the team's participation costs for the Rallye des Gazelles.

This project is a way to transform passion into concrete, solidarity-driven action. By acquiring one of

these timepieces, you are not just supporting a team: you are contributing to a human adventure

and helping a foundation that works for a vital cause.



Elka  “Gas’elles”
Elka S10-0804



O U R  S U P P O R T

The Story of Zoé

The story of Zoé is one of courage, hope, and solidarity. Born on October 28, 2008, she

was diagnosed shortly after with neuroblastoma, a rare form of cancer. Zoé spent nearly

three months at the CHUV (University Hospital of Lausanne) before finally being able to

go home.

Despite the treatments, the cancer returned. At the age of four and a half, Zoé faced a

new relapse. A little girl who dreamed of becoming a nurse at the CHUV—so she could

wear high heels like the grown-ups—she was forced once again to fight. The necessary

treatment was complex and only available abroad.

The Birth of a Mission and a Friendship

It was at the CHUV that Zoé and Elliot met. Their mothers, Natalie and Nicole, shared the

same ordeal and quickly formed an intense bond. They each kept a blog to share their

experiences and, above all, nurtured a common desire to raise public awareness about

childhood cancer—a subject that remained all too often taboo in Switzerland.

When Zoé suffered her final relapse, Nicole suggested creating an association to help

fund her "last-chance" treatment. Family and friends mobilized without hesitation. Thus,

in May 2013, the Zoé4life association was born.

Zoé4life is not just the name of an organization; it is the story of a little girl who inspired

hundreds of people. It is the story of Natalie and Nicole, two mothers who transformed

their personal struggle into a powerful collective force.



T H E  A R T  O F  Z E L L I G E :  H E R I T A G E  I N

E V E R Y  D E T A I L

The Soul of Zellige: An Ancestral Heritage

For our limited-edition timepiece, the design draws its soul from Zellige—the ancestral Moroccan art of handcrafted terra cotta mosaic. Far

more than a mere pattern, Zellige is a symbol of history, patience, and a profound connection to the earth.
A Millenary Legacy

The origins of Zellige date back to the 10th century, emerging between the Maghreb and Andalusia. It reached its "Golden Age" in the 14th

century in the city of Fez, which remains the world’s spiritual and artisanal heart of this craft today. Originally used to adorn mosques and

royal palaces, Zellige represents the perfect marriage between sacred geometry and natural elements.
From Clay to Masterpiece

The creation of authentic Zellige is a slow, rhythmic process that has remained virtually unchanged for centuries:

The Earth: It all begins with natural clay, kneaded by hand and dried under the Moroccan sun.

The Colors: Each tile is dipped into vibrant, mineral-based enamels—such as the deep emerald green that inspired our watch dial.

The Cut: Master artisans (the Maâlems) use a special hammer to hand-cut each piece into precise geometric shapes. No two pieces are

ever exactly alike.
Why Zellige for the GAS’elles Watch?

Just as the Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles demands precise navigation and resilience, Zellige requires an expert eye and a steady hand.

The "Green" of Morocco: The vibrant green of our dial is a direct tribute to the traditional enamels of Moroccan architecture,

symbolizing life, hope, and the lush landscapes of the Atlas Mountains.

Reflections & Light: Zellige is famous for its "perfectly imperfect" surface that plays with light. We have translated this shimmer onto the

dials of our 101 timepieces, ensuring that each watch reflects light differently—much like the mosaic walls of a traditional Riad.

By wearing this watch, you carry a fragment of Moroccan heritage and a tribute to the craftsmanship that has defined my country of origin

for over a millennium.



O N  T H E  R O A D  T O  T H E  R A L L Y E  A Ï C H A

D E S  G A Z E L L E S :  S U P P O R T  S H E E B A  &

A L E X I A  ( T E A M  1 0 1 ) !

Dear friends, family, and adventure enthusiasts,

We are Sheeba and Alexia, and we are embarking on the journey of a lifetime: the Rallye Aïcha des Gazelles! More than just a race, it is a

challenge of old-school navigation, personal growth, and solidarity in the heart of the Moroccan desert.

To help the Team 101 crew cross the finish line, we need your support! Here are three ways you can become a part of our adventure:
1. Your Name in the Desert

For any donation of 30 CHF or more, we will feature your name on our rally vehicle! You will be part of the journey, crossing the dunes right by

our side. Every contribution, no matter the size, brings us closer to the starting line.
2. A Solidarity Vintage

Combine pleasure with a purpose! We are offering a selection of high-quality wines (White or Red):

Price: 30 CHF per bottle

Details: Available individually or by the case. Perfect for sharing a meal with friends while propelling our project forward!
3. Horological Excellence: The ELKA "Zellige" (S10-0804)

Wear Moroccan heritage on your wrist. By purchasing this limited-edition timepiece, inspired by the ancestral art of Zellige, you are making a

powerful statement: a portion of the proceeds is donated directly to our project. A prestigious watch for a noble cause.

How to help us?

Contact us directly via private message or through the details below to place an order or make a donation. Every share and every contribution

means the world to us. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for supporting Team 101!

Sheeba & Alexia

ALEXIA LÉGERET: +41 79 293 77 19

SHEEBA RAMSEIER: +41 79 270 59 38

Email: gas.elles2025@gmail.com

Bank Details: Banque Raiffeisen du Gros-de-Vaud GAS'elles TeamIBAN: CH25 8080 8005 8059 5987 4 – 1045 Ogens
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