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Between Distance and Closeness from Mothering:
Mothers Inmates as Case Study

Efrat Nave

Background: Female identity is shaped against the
background of a paternalistic culture which both brings
mothers closer and simultaneously pushes them farther
away from their mothering role.

Objective: To examine the experience of mothers from
a distance by analyzing interviews of inmate mothers who
do not raise their children while living within prison walls.

Research model: Qualitative interviews were conducted
with 20 mothers who are inmates at Neveh Tirza Women's
Prison. The study took a critical interpretive point of view
and was influenced by feminist research principles.

Results: An analysis of the interviews revealed that
the mothers’ experience from a distance exists, but was
shaped even before the women entered the prison under the
influence of the paternalistic culture prevalent among their
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families of origin.

Discussion: The article discussed the theoretical and
clinical implications of the results.

Conclusions: The insights obtained can become the basis
for feminist clinical work with inmate mothers in particular,
and with mothers who are mothering at a distance in general.

Keywords: motherhood; inmates; feminism; paternalistic
culture; therapy.
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