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PRINCE ISHWAR RAMLUTCHMAN MABHEKA ZULU RECEIVES TWO MAJOR LEADERSHIP APPOINTMENTS IN ONE WEEK

Durban, KwaZulu-Natal

In a remarkable recognition of his longstanding commitment to nation-building, peace advocacy, social cohesion, and community development, Prince Ishwar Ramlutchman Mabheka Zulu has received two significant leadership appointments within a single month from both the Zulu Royal Household and the Government of KwaZulu-Natal.

The first appointment was conferred by His Majesty King Misuzulu kaZwelithini, who named Prince Ishwar Ramlutchman Mabheka Zulu as Royal Ambassador for Social Cohesion and Economic Development in the Zulu Kingdom during a special 12th edition milestone of the United Nations International Day of Yoga at the Durban Amphitheatre before 4 000 culturally-diverse participants held on Sunday 21 June 2026 - yoga's globally themed day since the 2014 UN General Assembly official electoral declaration.

Announcing the appointment, His Majesty stated, "As part of strengthening social cohesion in our Province, I call upon Prince Ishwar Mabheka Zulu to bring the next Diwali Festival to Emashobeni Royal Palace, continuing the tradition shared with my late father. This platform today is a platform for social cohesion, and I appoint Prince Ishwar Mabheka Zulu as the Royal Ambassador of Social Cohesion and Economic Development in the Zulu Kingdom."

"This occasion reminds me of the enduring friendship that my late father, His Majesty King Goodwill Zwelithini kaBhekuzulu, shared with the Republic of India. Those relationships were built on mutual respect, cultural exchange, and genuine friendship, creating bonds that continue to enrich both our peoples. Today, we recommit ourselves to strengthening and deepening those historic ties for future generations."

"It is therefore with great pride that I formally honour Prince Ishwar Ramlutchman Mabheka Zulu. Prince Ishwar occupies a unique and distinguished place in the history of the Zulu Nation as the first person of Indian descent to be adopted into the Zulu Royal Family, in accordance with our customs and traditions, and bestowed the status of Prince."

"His journey reflects the spirit of unity, mutual respect, and shared values that have long characterised the relationship between the Zulu Nation and the people of India. His contribution to fostering cultural understanding and strengthening relations between our communities serves as an inspiring example of how heritage and identity can be celebrated while building bridges across nations and cultures," said King Misuzulu ka Zwelithini.

KwaZulu-Natal Premier Thami Ntuli appointed Prince Mabheka Zulu to serve on the KwaZulu-Natal Social Cohesion and Moral Regeneration Council, a strategic provincial body tasked with strengthening social unity, ethical leadership, nation-building, cultural understanding, and moral renewal across the province.

This marks the second major appointment bestowed upon Prince Mabheka Zulu in the space of a month, underlining the confidence placed in his leadership and his proven track record in fostering peace, reconciliation, and community empowerment.

A Bridge Builder Between Communities
 Prince Mabheka Zulu embodies the spirit of ubuntu, inclusivity, and reconciliation. Adopted by the late King Goodwill Zwelithini kaBhekuzulu, he has become a respected symbol of unity between Zulu, Indian, and broader South African communities.Through decades of humanitarian and community service, and particularly through the internationally recognised Sivananda Peace Pillars Initiative, he has championed peace-building, healthy living, youth development, interfaith dialogue, cultural understanding, and economic empowerment.

As Founder and President of the Sivananda World Peace Foundation, Prince Mabheka Zulu has worked tirelessly to promote social harmony and sustainable development across KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, and internationally.

Significance of the Appointments: The KwaZulu-Natal Social Cohesion and Moral Regeneration Council was established to address divisions inherited from the past and to promote shared values, ethical leadership, active citizenship, and mutual respect among all communities. His dual appointments by both the Zulu Monarch and the Provincial Government reflect a growing recognition of the important role that traditional leadership, civil society, and community organisations play in building a peaceful and prosperous society. “I am looking forward to deepening the work of oneness that the late His Majesty King Goodwill Zwelithini began through the cultural activities and heritage of each nation. Reviving sports and dialogues in communities. 
 
Building cultural bridges
 Hosting the next Bayede Diwali Festival at the Royal Palace, as directed by His Majesty, to continue the tradition of shared celebration between Zulu and Indian communities which was started together with myself and the Late King.
 
Economic empowerment at community level
Creating opportunities through skills development, youth entrepreneurship, and partnerships that turn social cohesion into real jobs, food security, and sustainable livelihoods in rural KZN.
 
Serving as a bridge: Strengthening the relationship between the Royal Household, communities, and all of South Africa’s diverse people, so we walk together in peace, respect, and dignity. I am looking forward to working alongside government, traditional leaders, faith, academia, and civil society to rebuild our moral foundation. 
 


Moral regeneration in action
 Moving beyond policy papers to practical programmes in schools, families, and communities that restore values of respect, responsibility, and compassion.
Healing historical divisions: Using the Sivananda Peace Pillars and Promotion of Yoga model and dialogue platforms to address the man-made divisions of our past and replace them with trust and shared purpose.
 
Ubuntu in practice
 Ensuring that social cohesion is lived daily, not just spoken about, so every person in KwaZulu-Natal feels they belong and have a role in building a united province.
 
Common thread for both roles  
Both appointments are a call to greater service, not status. I look forward to consistent, humble work that rebuilds relationships, restores values, and creates a KwaZulu-Natal where every child can grow up knowing they are part of one family. 
"Together we must weave a safety net of faith, ethics, and compassion,” said Prince Ishwar.

Together, these appointments position Prince Mabheka Zulu as a key ambassador and advocate for social cohesion, economic development, moral regeneration, and nation-building throughout KwaZulu-Natal and beyond.

Responding to the appointments, Prince Mabheka Zulu said, "These appointments are not personal honours alone, but a call to greater service. Together we must continue building bridges between communities, promoting social cohesion, creating economic opportunities, advancing moral regeneration, and upholding the values of peace, respect, dignity, and humanity for all."

May peace prevails in the Zulu Kingdom, South Africa, Africa, and throughout the world.

ENDS

Issued by:
MultiMedia Press Pty ltd

