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BULLETIN SUBMISSION NOTICE: Submissions must be receive by 8:00 am, 10 days prior to the Sunday 
publication date unless otherwise noted. Please submit info to bulletin.holycrossfop@gmail.com.

Mass Cancellations
Currently, we have the means to use One Call Now, our Webpage, and Facebook for Mass Cancellations. 
If you are not signed up for One Call Now and would like to be, you must request to be added 
by either calling the Fort Recovery or Coldwater Office.

Liturgy Schedule  (Note: This schedule is subject to change per priest availability)
Day Mass Intention Priest Time Church Confession

Monday, July 28
Weekday

Gary Van Den Bosch  † FBS 7:15 am (L/S) Holy Trinity After Mass

L/D John & Marlene Bihn Family  † FAW 6:45 pm St. Peter 5:45 - 6:30 pm

Tuesday, July 29
Saints Martha, Mary, 

and Lazarus; Memorial

L/D Luke & Mildred Schmitmeyer Family  † FEM 7:15 am St. Mary After Mass

L/D Don & Sally † Siegrist Family FJP 6:45 pm St. Joseph 5:45 - 6:30 pm
Wednesday, July 30

Saint Peter Chrysologus, 
Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church; opt. mem.

L/D Tom † & Eileen Litmer Family FJP 7:15 am (L/S) MHC After Mass

Don & Audrey Niekamp Family   † FEM Noon (L/S) Holy Trinity 11:30 am - end

Thursday, July 31
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, 

Priest; Memorial

Bob Fortkamp  † FJP 7:15 am St. Paul After Mass

James Danback  † FEM 6:45 pm St. Anthony 5:45 - 6:30 pm
Friday, August 1

Saint Alphonsus Liguori, 
Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church; Memorial

L/D Meier & Steinbrunner Families  † FJP 7:15 am (L/S) Holy Trinity After Mass

L/D Andrew Westgerdes Family  † FEM Noon (L/S) MHC 11:30 am - end

Saturday, August 2
Saint Eusebius of 

Vercelli, Bishop; Saint 
Peter Julian Eymard, 

Priest; BVM on 
Saturday; opt. mem.

L/D Bob & Dottie † Fullenkamp Family FBS 9:00 am St. Joseph After Mass

Rush / Siefring Wedding FMH 2:00 pm St. Paul N / A

L/D Herman Sudhoff Family  † FJP 4:00 pm St. Anthony 3:15 - 3:45 pm

Mary Jane Braun  † FEM 4:30 pm Holy Trinity 3:45 - 4:15 pm

L/D Henry & Walburga Beyke Family  † FAW/
DRK 4:30 pm (L/S) MHC 3:45 pm - end

Sunday, August 3
18th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time

L/D Vincent & Marjorie Schoenherr Family  † FAW/
DRK 7:00 am St. Joseph N/A

Richard Alig  † FJP 8:00 am (L/S) Holy Trinity 7:25 am - end

Kimo Bechtol  † FBS 9:00 am (L/S) MHC 8:25 am - end

Dale Sutter  † FEM 10:00 am (L/S) Holy Trinity 9:25 am - end

L/D Glen & Roberta Good Family  † FBS/
DDK 11:00 am St. Paul 10:25 - 10:45 am

Members of the Holy Cross Family of Parishes FAW/
DRK 11:00 am St. Peter 10:25 - 10:45 am

Dale H. Kaup  † FJP Noon St. Mary 11:25 - 11:45 am

Leroy Pohl  † FEM 6:00 pm Holy Trinity 5:15 - 5:45 pm

MASSES ONLINE — Watch Masses at Holy Trinity & Mary Help of Christians online, indicated by (L/S) with the time. 
Masses are also archived and viewable on a later day and can be accessed on the website: holycrossfop.org

 SA = St. Anthony HT = Holy Trinity
 SJ = St. Joseph SM = St. Mary
 SPL = St. Paul SPT = St. Peter
 MHC = Mary Help of Christians

Reference for Church Abbreviations
Adoration Schedules

 Mon., SPT: 5:45 - 6:30 pm Wed., HT: 8 am - 11:45 am
 Tues., SM: 7:45 am - Noon Thurs., SPL: 7:45 am - 5 pm
 Tues., SJ: 8:30 am - 6:30 pm Thurs., SA: 5:45 - 6:30 pm
 Fri., MHC: 8 - 11:45 am
 St. Joseph - First Fridays of the Month
 8:30 pm Friday - 8:30 am Saturday
 Contact Info.: Adoration.nw1@gmail.com

Tentatively Scheduled Celebrants listed above: 
Fr. Alexander Witt (FAW); Fr. Ethan Moore (FEM); Fr. Joseph Pasala 

(FJP); Fr. Barry Stechschulte (FBS); Fr. Mark Hoying (FMH)
Deacon Dan Kahlig (DDK); Deacon Roger Kaiser (DRK)



– Holy Trinity –
Monday, July 28, 7:15 am 
Servers:  Clayton Schoen, Dillan Wenning
Lector:  Rene Klosterman
Wednesday, July 30, 12:00 pm
Servers:  Samuel Gerlach, Oliver Link, Jude Link 
Lector:  Nancy Clune
Friday, August 1, 7:15 am
Servers:  Henry Broering, Oliver Link, Jude Link
Lector:  Rita Riethman
Saturday, August 2, 4:30 pm
Servers:  Isabelle Schwieterman, Alex Schwieterman, 
Emma Siefring 
Lector:  Diane Wellman 
EMHC:  Denny Riethman, Mark Obringer, 
Brenda Schwieterman 
Sunday, August 3, 8:00 am
Servers:  Sam Grigsby, Blake Wenning, Reagan Wenning
Lector:  Kim Rose
EMHC:  Joe Rose, Karen Hoying 
Sunday, August 3, 10:00 am
Servers:  Evan Schmitmeyer, Eli Eyink, Gabriel Simper, 
Myra Stammen 
Lector:  Raquel Kaiser
EMHC:  Karen Stammen, Brooke Stammen, Clair Stammen 
Sunday, August 3, 6:00 pm
Servers:  Breann Mathewson, Ryan Mathewson 
Lector:  Pam Hicks
EMHC:  Melinda Pleiman, Pam Hicks

– Mary Help of Christians –
Wednesday, July 30, 7:15 am
Servers:  Chris Timmerman, Charlie Roessner
Lector:  Les Wenning
Friday, August 1, 12:00 pm
Servers:  Chase Fiely
Lector:  Lisa Romer
Saturday, August 2, 4:30 pm
Servers:  Anthony Roessner, Vincent Wenning, 
Natalie Wenning, John Bihn
Lector:  Ted Romer
EMHC:  Tom Bueter, Debbie Bueter
Sacristan:  Tom & Debbie Bueter
Ushers:  Floyd Bergman, Don Lennartz, Matt Whitacre, 
Bobby Stump
Sunday, August 3, 9:00 am
Servers:  Josh Evers, Tony Evers, Kevin Dues, 
Jackson Barga
Lector:  Amy Klingshirn
EMHC:  Tim Barman, Elly Boeckman
Sacristan:  Stacy Pearson
Ushers:  Mike Laux, Mark Metzger, Doug Schmitz, 
Greg Schmitz

– St. Joseph –
Tuesday, July 29, 6:45 pm
Servers:  Logan Gaerke, Gavin Gaerke
Lector:  Mary Gaerke
Sacristan:  Matt Hess
Saturday, August 2, 9:00 am
Servers:  Logan Gaerke, Gavin Gaerke
Lector:  Mary Gaerke
Sunday, August 3, 7:00 am
Servers:  Joseph Bruns, Henry Bruns, James Pottkotter, 
Francis Pottkotter
Lector:  Danielle Pottkotter
EMHC:  Deacon Roger Kaiser
Sacristan:  Paige Schulze
Ushers:  Steve Post, Bryan Pottkotter

– St. Paul –
Thursday, July 31, 7:15 am
Servers:  Maddie Weigel
Sunday, August 3, 11:00 am
Servers:  Brady Evers, Hope Evers, Ty Evers, Mya Will
Lector:  Nikki Hawk
EMHC:  Deacon Dan Kahlig, Julie Bruns
Ushers:  Mike Bruns, Joe Hawk
Rosary:  Harry & Barb Schoen

– St. Peter –
Monday, July 28, 6:45 pm
Servers:  Tate Kahlig
Lector:  Nathan Fortkamp
Sunday, August 3, 11:00 am
Servers:  James Pottkotter, Francis Pottkotter, Levi Sutter,
Isaac Roessner, Alex Roessner, Charlie Roessner 
Lector:  Ryan Sutter
EMHC:  Deacon Roger Kaiser 
Sacristan:  Donna Brunswick
Ushers:  Mike Roessner, Jordan Steinbrunner

– St. Anthony –
Thursday, July 31, 6:45 pm
Servers:  Wesley Geier
Lector:  Bonnie Muhlenkamp 
Sacristan:  Bonnie Muhlenkamp 
Saturday, August 2, 4:00 pm
Servers:  Mason Alig, Lilly Alig, Logan Alig, Hailey Grey
Lector:  Marty Knapke 
EMHC:  Janie Timmerman
Sacristan:  Janie Timmerman
Ushers:  Greg Alig
Rosary:  Teri Minnich

– St. Mary –
Tuesday, July 29, 7:15 am
Servers:  Volunteers Needed
Lector:  Viki Dues
Sunday, August 3, 12:00 pm
Servers:  Garrett Uhlenhake, 
Matthew Uhlenhake, Cole Uhlenhake, 
Volunteer Needed 
Lector:  Amanda Schoenherr
EMHC:  Amanda Schoenherr
Ushers:  Dave Hartke, Rick Hemmelgarn

Ministry Schedule
Notice: The below scheduled ministers are responsible 
for finding a substitute if they are unable to fill the 
originally assigned position.  - Thank You!



It Matters Where A Catholic Gets Married

 I always get a kick out of telling couples when they ask me to marry them, I say, “No way! I will never 
marry you!” After their shock wears off a bit, I would follow with, “I will officially witness your marriage, 
though.” As you probably know, it’s the couple themselves who confer the Sacrament of Matrimony to 
each other when they pronounce their vows publicly in a Catholic church before a priest or a deacon. This 
is what we call a valid Catholic marriage. 

 Entering a valid marriage is a key part of an authentic Catholic life. Sealing those vows in the marital 
embrace (after and not before the wedding!) and staying true to those vows “for better or for worse” until 
“death do you part” is essential to the life of grace and friendship with God for the lay Catholic called to 
this vocation in life. 

 Is your marriage valid in the Catholic Church? Don’t worry; that is not a trick question. If you were 
married in a Catholic church, it probably is. I ask because there are Catholics who have been married only 
civilly or in a Protestant service without a dispensation (an “okay” by the Church). Getting married 
“outside the Church” puts a Catholic objectively apart from the grace of God. A Catholic must be married 
in the Catholic Church before a priest or deacon in order to have a valid sacramental marriage. Those who 
have been divorced and remarried outside the Church are also no longer in communion with the Church 
and objectively in a state of mortal sin. Although they must continue to fulfill the Sunday obligation and 
the other precepts of the Church, they shouldn’t receive Holy Communion until the situation is rectified.

 If a baptized Catholic has been married outside the Church, in a destination wedding for example, at 
a hotel or on the beach, they must seek to reconcile with the Church and then receive the Sacrament of 
Marriage.

 For those who are divorced and remarried, we have to remember that every marriage is assumed 
valid until proven otherwise. If they were married in the Catholic Church validly, then divorced and 
remarried, they must either end the second marriage or seek an annulment of that first marriage, in order 
to make that second marriage valid. An annulment is a declaration of the Church, after a thorough 
investigation, that a marriage was invalid. There is no longer any cost to getting an annulment, and it can 
be a healing time for a divorced person. 

 Also, a Catholic should not attend a wedding of a Catholic person when it is outside the Church. 
What’s worse is for a Catholic to actually officiate a marriage of a fellow Catholic outside the Church. It’s 
fairly easy for anyone to obtain a license to marry people legally. I have heard that this has happened 
around here. A practicing Catholic should not do this, since they would be leading other Catholics into 
sin through an invalid marriage.

 All this may sound nit-picky and kind of cold. But it is actually a good thing because the Church is 
extremely intentional that her members truly receive the grace of God through validly and properly 
celebrated sacraments. Our eternal destiny rides on it. Therefore, the Church wants to do it right. 

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Alexander Witt, Pastor: fr.witt.aoc@gmail.com

Rev. Ethan Moore, Parochial Vicar: frethan.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Rev. Joseph Pasala, Parochial Vicar: pasalajoseph7@gmail.com

Rev. Barry Stechschulte, Parochial Vicar: fatherbarry10964@gmail.com
Deacon Daniel Kahlig: dkahlig.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Deacon Roger Kaiser: rkaiser.holycrossfop@gmail.com



MEN INQUIRING ABOUT THE PERMANENT 
DIACONATE — Any man who may be discerning a possible 
vocation to serve the Church as a Permanent Deacon 
should contact Deacon Mark Machuga, Director of 
the Office of the Diaconate, to discuss the 
discernment process, prerequisites and the 
formation cycle. Deacon Mark can be reached at 
513.263.6641 or deaconoffice@catholicaoc.org.

Newly Baptized
St. Mary

Campbell Joseph Lefeld
Child of Ryan & Mary

Dalton Allen Kuess
Child of Matthew & Jennifer

Annabelle Knowellon Dues
Child of Kyle & Kylee

St. Peter
Tyler Gerard Rammel

Child of Connor & Leah

Alice Eileen Link
Child of Chris & Madelyn

Bella Jo Dues
Child of Cory & Emily 

Charles T. Kirk
November 19, 1943 - July 11, 2025

(Holy Trinity)

I am the resurrection and the life,
says the Lord whoever believes 

in me will never die.
  - John 11:26

In Loving Memory…

Wedding Banns
III Isaac Rush & Sarah Siefring
II Kody Shinabery & Kendra Lennartz

And the two shall become one.

Sacramental Information

Baptismal Sponsors

This is an honor, but so much more.  Whether for Baptism or 
Confirmation, being a sponsor means that you are promising 
to assist the parents in raising this person in the Catholic 
Faith.  In order to fulfill that responsibility, the sponsor 
needs to be a practicing Catholic.  This means that prayer, 
scripture, the sacraments and especially Mass are important 
priorities in his/her life.  This also means that a sponsor 
needs to be a fully initiated Catholic who has received the 
sacraments of Baptism, Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
and, if married, was married in the Catholic Church.  

Baptismal Class

Fort Recovery Classes are held on Tuesdays at 7 pm. The 
next class at Fort Recovery for 2025 is October 7, 2025. Please 
call 419-375-4153 to register. Coldwater Classes are held on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month at 7 pm. Please call 419-678-4802 
to register. The Baptismal Class is required for all first-time 
parents.

Baptismal Schedule
1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday
12:30 pm - MHC 12:30 pm - St. Peter 12:30 pm - St. Paul 12:30 pm - St. Joseph
1:30 pm - Holy Trinity 1:30 pm - St. Mary 1:30 pm - Holy Trinity 1:30 pm - St. Anthony

Sacrament of Matrimony
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony involves more than 
just “booking” a particular date for a wedding. Please 
keep in mind that church dates are limited. It is highly 
recommended to book the church when booking your 
reception hall. Also, since the marriage preparation process 
usually takes several months to complete, please contact 
the Family Office at least nine months in advance to start 
the marriage preparation process.

 If you have questions concerning your marriage, please don’t hesitate to talk to a 
priest or deacon. We are more than ready to help. May God bless all of our married 
couples, especially those who are experiencing difficulties or have gone through a 
divorce. The Church is there to help you on your way to Heaven. 

 - Father Barry Stechschulte



Holy Cross Family of ParishesHoly Cross Family of ParishesHoly Cross Family of Parishes
VOLUNTEER MINISTERS NEEDED — We are in need of 
more ministers throughout our parishes, especially for 
weekday Masses. If you feel called to be a sacristan, lector, 
extraordinary minister of Holy Communion, server, adult 
server, or usher at a parish, please call either parish office to 
sign up. The more ministers we have per parish the less often 
people will need to be scheduled to do a ministry. Also are 
you already a minister at a parish? Please talk to your friends 
and family, and ask them to sign up to join a ministry. Thank 
you to everyone who volunteers to help out at any of our 
parishes. It is greatly appreciated!
A LOOSE CASH REMINDER — Since our Family of Parishes 
has formed, our different policies for loose cash have 
remained. For those who are unaware, in the Coldwater 
parishes, wherever the cash is donated is where it will stay — 
at that particular church. Fort Recovery parishes collect all of 
the cash, and then divide the cash amongst the parishes, 
proportional to the number of families that belong to each 
particular church. If you’d like your money to stay at that 
church you attended in the Fort Recovery churches (or a 
church other than the one you attended, for that matter), place 
your cash in any marked envelope. (It doesn’t have to be the 
envelopes provided to you by your registration, it just has to 
be marked to go to a particular church, and that’s where the 
money will be sent.) Now that vacation season is among us, 
this is also a good time to remember that when you go to Mass 
while on vacation, you can still put your envelope for your 
home parish in that collection too — anywhere in the world! 
As long as it has your home parish & parish address listed the 
money will be sent home!
EXPECTANT MOTHER’S BLESSING — The blessing of 
expectant mothers will be after all the Masses the weekend of 
August 2/3.

VIGIL OF TWO HEARTS
Schedule of Events

St. Joseph
Friday, August 1
7 pm: Scriptural Rosary
7 - 8 pm: Confessions
8 pm:  Holy Mass followed by Exposition of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament
8:30 pm - 12 midnight: Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament throughout the night with private and group 
prayer.

Saturday, August 2
12 – 8:40 am:  Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
7:30 am: Morning Prayer 
(Lauds)
7:45 am: Scriptural Rosary
8:45 am: Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament
9 am: Holy Mass
9:30 am: Confessions

DEACON ROGER KAISER RECEPTION — Please join us in 
congratulating Roger Kaiser on his recent ordination to the 
Diaconate. Everyone is invited, Sunday, July 27th following the 
8 am Mass at Holy Trinity to congratulate Roger and enjoy 
donuts and coffee in The Grotto.
OFFICE CLOSED EARLY — Both of our parish offices will be 
closing early on Wednesday, July 30th @ 3 pm. 
MASS & ADORATION CANCELLATIONS — Due to 
several of our priests being away the following are canceled: 
Adoration, confessions & 6:45 pm Mass at St. Peter on 
Monday, August 4th; confessions & 6:45 pm Mass at St. Joseph 
on Tuesday, August 5; confessions & Noon Mass at Holy 
Trinity on Wednesday, August 6; and adoration, confessions 
& 6:45 pm Mass @ St. Anthony on Thursday, August 7.
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY — Meet around the fire pit at 4171 
Burrville Rd, Coldwater, Ohio from 7:30 - 8:30 pm every 2nd & 
4th Thursday of the month. BYOB! "Boiiiiis - bring your own 
beer, bourbon, and bibles." - Fr. Ethan
MISSION LOTTERY WINNER — (6/25/25) Neil & Gina 
Boeckman, Celina; (7/2/25) Mel & Karen Bertke, Fort 
Recovery; (7/9/25) Eli Koesters, Fort Recovery
SCAM WARNING — Please Ignore any Email, Phone, or 
Text messages supposedly from Fr. Witt asking you to 
purchase anything. These are Fraudulent messages from 
someone trying to Scam Parishioners. Also, AI can be used to 
fake phone numbers, email addresses, and other forms of 
communication. Please be aware if you are being asked for 
personal information, especially in association with financial 
inquiries. These are more than likely fraudulent. We have 
especially been seeing a rise in fraudulent emails.
WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY — The next meeting is on 
Monday, August 11th at the shelter house at 4171 Burrville Rd, 
Coldwater, Ohio from 7:30 - 8:30 pm. Meetings will be held  
every 2nd Monday of the month. The book 
“Home” will continue to be discussed. Please 
have chapters 2 & 3 read before the meeting. The 
QR Code is provided for anyone who would like 
to purchase the book and join the meetings.
HOLY TRINITY LENDING LIBRARY NOW OPEN! — Our 
new library is located in the Coldwater parish office. All books 
will be free to borrow, and we ask that they be returned within 
1 month. Also, we will accept any Catholic books that you are 
willing to donate that are in good or new condition. If 
donating books, please bring them to the parish office. 
Monetary donations for the upkeep and purchase of new 
books is always appreciated. Thank You! 
IGNITE — Join the group for faith & friendship every 
Thursday @ 7 pm in the MHC Youth Group Room. This group 
is for young adults ages 18 - 24. Deepen your relationship with 
God while navigating adulthood, build community, and grow 
closer to Christ as you move into a new phase of life. Contact 
Chase Kaiser at (419) 268-8432 for more information.
SAVE THE DATE — Mark your calendars for the Hearts on 
Fire: Camping with Christ camp weekend which will be held 
on  May 22 - 24, 2026. Follow their facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/p/Hearts-on-Fire-Camping-with-
Christ-61573979945238/



Save the Dates!
September 8, 9, and 10

Jesse
Romero

Catholic
Author and

Speaker

Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 7 pm

Igniting our Holy Cross Spirit!

Jesse’s Motto: “Love God, Save Souls, Slay Error!”

ARE YOU OR ANYONE YOU KNOW…
• Someone who has not been baptized into any faith denomination and wishes to learn about becoming a member 
of the Catholic Faith?
• Someone who was baptized in another Christian denomination and wishes to learn about becoming a member 
of the Catholic Faith?
• Someone who was baptized in the Catholic Church but never received the sacraments of Holy Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation?
  We offer an opportunity to come together in a small group to learn more about the Catholic Faith in a process 
called Order of Christian Initiation of Adults, also known as OCIA (formerly RCIA). The day and time for our 
sessions are set to fit the needs of those who register. Questions about registration or inquiry about special 
circumstances can be directed to:

Ginny Fortkamp: gfortkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com; 419-852-8960 (Fort Recovery parishes)
Cindy Muhlenkamp: cmuhlenkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com; 419-852-1745 (Coldwater parishes.) 

Feel free to share this information with anyone you know who may be interested.

OCIA
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

Go to https://www.holycrossfop.org/becoming-catholic or use 
the QR Code to check out our website for more information.

This conference put on by FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students) is all about Encounter, Community, and 
Transformation. There are tracks for university students as well 
as a Making Missionary Disciple track for parishioners, priests, 
seminarians, lay leaders, and adults in any stage of their faith 
journey.  Every Event Pass includes the following:

• Lunch each full day of the conference
• Entrance to all sessions with in-demand Catholic 

speakers
• Access to evening concerts and entertainment
• Conference resources, such as the SEEK app and access 

to our discounted hotel room block
• A one-of-a-kind encounter with Jesus Christ and the 

Church through the sacraments
At this time we would like to gauge if there is enough interest 
in arranging transportation and housing for a group.  

Please contact Cindy Muhlenkamp at cmuhlenkamp.
holycrossfop@gmail.com if you are interested in attending 
or call the Coldwater Parish Office @ 419-678-4802.



 Dedication of the…
Queen of Peace Garden

 Archbishop Robert Casey held Mass in conjunction with the dedication and blessing of 
the Queen of Peace Garden. Thank you to everyone who donated to make the Queen of Peace 
Garden possible and all who helped in any way. Your dedication to helping our parish to be 
a thriving faith community is greatly appreciated! 



St. Joseph
C O U N T R Y 

STORE — Items for 
the country store can be 

left under the table at the 
back of church for the St. Joe 

Festival.
CLEANING — (August) **Eileen Lochtefeld, Victoria 
Lochtefeld, Becki Metzger, Alysha Homan, Jenny Post, Rachel 
Hess
UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:
Tues., September 2nd - Thurs., September 4th - Festival Set-Up
Friday, September 5th - St. Joe Cornhole Tournament

St. Peter
 ST. PETER 

R E L I G I O N 
BUILDING UPDATE

— Thanks to the 
generosity of so many in our 

community of parishes, St. Peter has successfully funded the 
project to renovate the exteriors of the religion buildings. The 
St. Peter Parish Council would like to thank you all for joining 
in this effort to keep these two buildings active and useful 
places for our parish community. Your willingness to support 
the needs of the St. Peter Parish is a great way to glorify God 
by your life.

St. AnthonySt. Anthony
S A C R I S T A N 

NEEDED — Please 
call the Coldwater 

Parish Office at 419-678-
4802 if you are interested in 

becoming a sacristan for St. Anthony Church.

MUM SALE — The Fall potted mum sale is going on now to 
support the St. Anthony Ladies Sodality! Order forms are in 
the back of St. Anthony church, and they are also provided 
below! Please turn in your order forms and money by August 
22. Any questions, please call/text Amanda Forsthoefel at 
419-852-6698.

Color Size Price # Ordered Total
Red 8” $15.00
Yellow 8” $15.00
White 8” $15.00
Orange 8” $15.00
Purple Celosia $20.00

TOTALS ---------- ---------- $

(This is a decorative 
planter w/ 3 purple 
celosia plants in it.)

Please turn in your order forms and money by August 22 in the 
collection basket in the back of St. Anthony Church. Or send 
to Amanda Forsthoefel - 6432 Wabash road, celina OH 45822

Any questions, please call/text Amanda Forsthoefel 
at 419-852-6692 

Pick up is Friday September 5 in front of the school hall from 
4:30- 6:00 PM. Any questions, please call/text 419-852-6698 

Customer Name_______________________ Phone #________________

R O S A R Y 
L E A D E R S 

NEEDED — Please 
contact the Coldwater 

Office if you would be willing to 
volunteer as a Rosary Leader before any of the weekend 
Masses. Currently we are in need of leaders for the Sunday 10 
am Mass. 
FUNERAL SERVERS — If you are interested in serving Mass 
at funerals at Holy Trinity church, please call 419-678-4802 for 
more information. Thank You!
FIRST COMMUNION DATE CHANGE — First 
Communion at Holy Trinity is being moved for 2026. It will 
not be on the 4th Sunday of April. It will instead be held on 
Sunday, April 19th during the 10 am Mass.

Holy TrinityHoly Trinity

Parish InformationParish Information
HELP NEEDED
— We are looking 

for someone to 
launder the altar cloths at 

Mary Help of Christians. If 
interested, please call the Fort Recovery Office 419-375-4153.
THANK YOU — Our thanks to Deb Fiely for taking care of 
the altar cloths at Mary Help of Christians. Your help was very 
much appreciated!

Mary Help of 
Christians



Fort Recovery Religious Ed.Coldwater Religious Ed.
Contact:  Sarah Klosterman

sklosterman.holycrossfop@gmail.com, 419-678-3328
TEACHERS NEEDED:
Holy Trinity - 3:15 - 4:30pm
1st Grade - God Loves Us, What is Sin?, Blessed Trinity
2nd Grade - Parts of the Mass, Eucharist, What is Sin, 
Reconciliation
3rd Grade - Jesus’ Miracles, Parables Jesus Taught, Seven 
Sacraments, Apostle’s Creed
4th Grade - Commandments, Sin/Conscience, Reconciliation, 
Works of Mercy, Beatitudes
Holy Trinity - 6:30 - 7:45pm
2nd Grade - Parts of the Mass, Eucharist, What is Sin, 
Reconciliation
3rd Grade - Jesus’ Miracles, Parables Jesus Taught, Seven 
Sacraments, Apostle’s Creed
4th Grade - Commandments, Sin/Conscience, Reconciliation, 
Works of Mercy, Beatitudes
6th Grade - Sacred Scripture, The Bible, Covenants
7th Grade - Gospel Messages, Grace/Virtue, Different forms of 
Prayer, Sacraments
8th Grade - 4 Marks and Precepts of the Church, Morality, 
God’s Plan for Marriage 
Holy Trinity - 8 - 9:15pm
9th Grade - Bible Study, Introduction to Confirmation, 
Theology of the Body (2 needed)
12th Grade - Vocations, World Religions, Catholic Social 
Teaching
St. Anthony
11th/12th Grade - Vocations, the Passion, Catholic Social 
Teaching
St. Mary
11th/12th Grade - Vocations, the Passion, Catholic Social 
Teaching
*All lesson plans and supplies will be provided to you. There 
are 27 class nights in total. Please contact Sarah Klosterman 
with any questions or to learn more!

Religious Education

Contact:  Harlie Metzger 
hmetzger.holycrossfop@gmail.com, 419-375-4153

TEACHEHRS NEEDED:
Mary Help of Christians
3rd Grade - Jesus’ Miracles, Parables Jesus Taught, Seven 
Sacraments, Apostle’s Creed
4th Grade - 10 Commandments, Sin/Conscience, 
Reconciliation, Works of Mercy, Beatitudes
5th Grade - 7 Sacraments, Who is Mary/the Rosary, Types of 
Prayer
7th Grade - Gospel Messages, Grace/Virtue, Different Forms of 
Prayer, Sacraments
10th Grade (co-teacher, teach every other week) - Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, Saints, Confirmation 
12th Grade - Vocations, the Passion, Catholic Social Teaching
St. Peter/St. Joseph
Night Runners - once a month, monitor drop-off and pick-up, 
assist teachers as needed (listening to prayers, running copies, 
etc.) 
*All lesson plans and supplies will be provided to you. There 
are 27 class nights in total. Please contact Harlie Metzger at 
hmetzger.holycrossfop@gmail.com with any questions or to 
learn more! 



Coldwater Kiwanis

Youth Ministry

Coldwater Youth Group

Contact:  Maria Gruss 
mgruss.holycrossfop@gmail.com, 419-678-3328

UPCOMING EVENTS:
MONDAY, JULY 28 — 11:30 - 12:30 - High School Summer 
Lunch @ Fr. Yauss (grades 9th - 12th) 
TUESDAY, JULY  29 — 7 - 8 am - Christ & Coffee @ Rooster 
Joe  (grades 7th - 12th)

Fort Fiat Youth Group

Contact:  Natalie Ashbaugh
nashbaugh.holycrossfop@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS:
REC NIGHT — NO REC NIGHT THIS WEEK DUE TO 
SCHEDULING CONFLICTS
WOMEN’S GROUP — NO LADIES GROUP DUE TO KINGS 
ISLAND TRIP
MEN’S GROUP — Wednesdays 7:30 pm at MHC, grades 7-12
BREAKFAST CLUB SPEAKERS — We are in need of 
speakers for the 2025-26 school year. If you or someone you 
know is interested, please contact Natalie for open dates and 
more information.

Saint of the Week - Saint Ignatius of Loyola
The founder of the Jesuits 

was on his way to military fame 
and fortune when a cannon ball 
shattered his leg. Because there 
were no books of romance on 
hand during his convalescence, 
Ignatius whiled away the time 
reading a life of Christ and lives 
of the saints. His conscience 
was deeply touched, and a long, 
painful turning to Christ began. 
Having seen the Mother of God 
in a vision, he made a 
pilgrimage to her shrine at 
Montserrat near Barcelona. He 
remained for almost a year at 
nearby Manresa, sometimes 
with the Dominicans, 
sometimes in a pauper’s hospice, often in a cave in the hills 
praying. After a period of great peace of mind, he went through 
a harrowing trial of scruples. There was no comfort in 
anything—prayer, fasting, sacraments, penance. At length, his 
peace of mind returned. It was during this year of conversion 
that Ignatius began to write down material that later became his 
greatest work, the Spiritual Exercises. He finally achieved his 
purpose of going to the Holy Land, but could not remain, as he 
planned, because of the hostility of the Turks. Ignatius spent the 
next 11 years in various European universities, studying with 
great difficulty, beginning almost as a child. Like many others, 
his orthodoxy was questioned; Ignatius was twice jailed for 
brief periods. In 1534, at the age of 43, he and six others—one 
of whom was Saint Francis Xavier—vowed to live in poverty 
and chastity and to go to the Holy Land. If this became 
impossible, they vowed to offer themselves to the apostolic 
service of the pope. The latter became the only choice. Four 
years later Ignatius made the association permanent. The new 
Society of Jesus was approved by Pope Paul III, and Ignatius 
was elected to serve as the first general. When companions 
were sent on various missions by the pope, Ignatius remained 
in Rome, consolidating the new venture, but still finding time 
to found homes for orphans, catechumens, and penitents. He 
founded the Roman College, intended to be the model of all 
other colleges of the Society. Ignatius was a true mystic. He 
centered his spiritual life on the essential foundations of 
Christianity—the Trinity, Christ, the Eucharist. His spirituality 
is expressed in the Jesuit motto, Ad majorem Dei 
gloriam—“for the greater glory of God.” In his concept, 
obedience was to be the prominent virtue, to assure the 
effectiveness and mobility of his men. All activity was to be 
guided by a true love of the Church and unconditional 
obedience to the Holy Father, for which reason all professed 
members took a fourth vow to go wherever the pope should 
send them for the salvation of souls.

- Information obtained from franciscanmedia.org

Feast Day: 
July 31st

• Go to FORMED.org
• Click “sign up as a parishioner”, 
find our parish, & enter zip code: 45828.



Community Interests
DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA — There will be no meetings 
in July or August. The September meeting will also be the D 
of I birthday party! It is always a lot of fun! The Fatima Rosary 
for America is scheduled for Saturday, October 11 tentatively 
at the Monument Park and if inclement weather at the Ft. 
Recovery Visitor Center. Mark your calendars and please 
attend. The next meeting/birthday party is Tuesday, 
September 2nd. More details to come.
CALLED TO CARMEL? — Are you seeking a deeper prayer 
life? The Secular Order (third order) Discalced Carmelites, St. 
Joseph, Protector of the Holy Family, is seeking new 
members. We are a Community of Catholic men and women, 
who are called to a life of prayer and contemplation as we are 
formed in Carmelite spirituality and in the writings of the 
Carmelite saints such as St. Teresa of Jesus, St. John of the 
cross, and St. Therese of the child Jesus. If you feel called to 
deepen your prayer life and would like to talk with like-
minded Catholics. Please call Julia Monnin (937)-489-9129, 
Rich Moores (937)-564-5742, or Tom Batty (937)-564-2031 for 
more information and for meeting times. Our community 
(located in Celina, OH) is welcoming members in September 
and October of this year.
MINI-MAGNIFICAT SAVE THE DATE — There will be a 
MiniMagificat Women's Conference held at St. Charles Living 
Center Saturday, September 20, 2025, featuring Father Nathan 
Cromly. More information to follow. Questions, call or text  
419-305-6829. 
MCRTL T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST — Mercer County 
Right to Life annual T-Shirt Design Contest. This year there 
will be a cash prize of $300 dollars for the winning design! The 
winning design will be used for the 2026 ‘Pro-Life T-Shirt 
Day’. All participants will receive a $20 gift card to 
McDonald’s. Contest rules: Designs must have a maximum of 
2 colors and utilize one side of a shirt. Design entries to be 
submitted to: prolifegeneration.mercercounty@outlook.com 
by September 30th, 2025. 7th-12th grade students from Mercer 
County are eligible, as well as those who worship in Mercer 
County. Please include the contestant’s name in the subject 
line of the entry submission. In the message portion please list 
the contestant’s address, age, and school. Scores will be based 
equally on inspiration and creativity. Good luck!
SUMMER DAY WITH THE SAINTS — Saints, sun, and 
summer! This is a fun and educational day for kids to enjoy at 
the Shrine and learn about the Saints. There will be saint-
themed crafts, prayers, activities, and snacks. The same 
program is offered each day, choose between Tuesday, 
August 5th, Wednesday, August 6th, or Thursday, August 7th. 
Cost is $10 per child and runs from 1 - 4 pm. This event is for 
children entering 1st through 6th grades. To register, log onto 
mariasteinshrine.org.
CATHOLIC NURSE SOCIETY — We encourage all nurses 
to join us for fellowship, prayer and fun conversations that 
are uniquely about the joys, triumphs and hardships of being 
a nurse. Meetings are held at 11 am on the first Saturday of 
each month, second floor, at the Shrine of the Holy Relics in 
Maria Stein. We hope you will join us. Contact Janet Munday 
with any questions. (419) 954-1670 voice/text.
THE CATHOLIC ADULT SINGLES CLUB — This is a 
Catholic club for adults 21 and older that has social events 
every weekend and a club meeting once a month. For more 
information please call (567) 510-8197.

SPANISH MASS — Mass will be held every Sunday at 4 pm, 
Confessions at 3:30 pm, Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 pm, and the 
Rosary at 3:15 pm all in Spanish at Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
Pre-Baptismal classes are the second Sunday of the month 
from 11 am - 2 pm held in the church basement. Baptisms are 
the fourth Sunday of the month starting in June during 4 pm 
Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe. For more information or 
anyone in need of these opportunities please register with:  Dr. 
Maria Garcia at (937) 281-4525 or Jenny Martinez at  
ministeriohispano@stisidorefamily.org.
SENSORY FRIENDLY MASSES AVAILABLE — 1st Sunday 
of each month 12:30 pm, St. John Fisher Church, Newtown. 3rd

Saturday of each month 5:00 pm, St. Christopher Church, 
Vandalia. All Masses, St. Leo Church, Cincinnati Sensory 
Friendly Room. All Masses, St. Maximilian Kolbe Church, 
Liberty Township, Sensory Friendly Space.
OHIO MARCH FOR LIFE — The Ohio March for life is 
Friday, October 3rd, at our state capital. Mercer County Right 
to Life will be taking a bus. The cost will be $25 for adults and 
$10 for students. Scholarships are available. To check out the 
2025 Ohio March for Life please check our website's events: 
www.mercerlife.org/events
ARMOR OF GOD ROSARY PROCESSION — The Armor of 
God Rosary Procession group will be meeting in front of 
Immaculate Conception church in Celina, Ohio for a rosary 
walk on August 30, 2025. Please bring a rosary, comfortable 
walking shoes and water. They will be walking downtown.



JUBILEE YEAR 2025 —The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has 
launched a web page with information for the Jubilee Year 
2025. Visit https://catholicaoc.org/jubilee-2025 to learn 
about the Church’s celebration of an Ordinary Jubilee every 
25 years, obtaining the Jubilee Indulgence, pilgrimage sites 
within the archdiocese, and a special pilgrimage to Italy in 
October 2025.
CELEBRATE YOUR JUBILEE WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
WITH ARCHBISHOP CASEY - Couples celebrating jubilee 
anniversaries (25th, 50th, 55th, 60th, etc.) in 2025 
are invited to Mass with Archbishop Casey on 
September 6 (Dayton) or 7 (Cincinnati). 
Family members are welcome to attend as 
well, and a special blessing will be offered to 
the jubilarian couples. Couples should RSVP 
online by August 25 @ https://resources.catholicaoc.org/
divine-worship-and-sacraments/news/golden-jubilee-
masses-with-archbishop or use the above QR code. You may 
also request your anniversary certificate from 
the archdiocese website as well @ https://
www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/
marriage-family/resources/wedding-
anniversary-certificate-request or use the  
provided QR code.
ST. MARIA’S PRODUCE STAND — The stand is open on 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. The stand is located on the 
corner of St. Rt. 705 and US Rt. 127 (Happy Corner Garage 
parking lot). Gardeners are welcome to donate fruits and 
vegetables from their gardens. The public is invited to come 
and offer donations for whatever they wish to take home.
AL-ANON & AA MEETINGS — Al-Anon for family/
friends of alcoholics, Thursdays, 7:30 - 8:30 pm at Spiritual 
Center (Montezuma Annex) & Fridays from 7:30 - 8:30 pm in 
Briarwood’s Private Dining Room at 100 Don Desch Dr, 
Coldwater. AA Meetings on Fridays from 7:30 - 8:30 pm at the 
Fr. Yauss, Coldwater. Meetings are open, anonymous, & free.
FOOD PANTRIES — Holy Trinity Food Pantry is open 
Saturdays, from 9 - 11 am. Located at 830 W. Main St, 
Coldwater (Mercer Health West Campus). For information: 
Rob Fisher (419) 678-3538. The Food Pantry located at the       
Ft. Recovery Family Office is open by appointment Mon. - Fri. 
Call the office at 419-375-4153 to schedule a time.  Anyone in 
the county in need is welcome to use the pantries.
SUPPORT FOR ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, MARIA STEIN
– The “St. John the Baptist Maria Stein Community Fund”  
has been established to help the parish’s recovery in the wake 
of the devastating church fire on May 29. Anyone interested 
in donating to this recovery can do so at https://catholicaoc.
org/StJohnFund.  
CHAPEL TOURS AT MARIA STEIN SHRINE — Every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 10 am, the Shrine is offering free 
relic chapel tours. No RSVP is required and tours last around 
45 minutes. Meet in the Gathering Space across from 
reception. These tours run during the summer, ending the 
week before the Labor Day weekend.
MINISTRY TO SURVIVORS OF ABUSE (REPORTING) — 
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati regards child abuse in all its 
forms as gravely sinful and criminal. Anyone who knows of 
or suspects child abuse by a legitimate member of the clergy 
or hierarchy, employee, or volunteer of the archdiocese 
should first report the abuse to the appropriate secular legal 
authority and then to Ms. Teresa Maley, Coordinator of 
Ministry to Survivors of Abuse of the Archdiocese, at 
513.263.6623 or 1.800.686.2724 ext. 6623.



COLDWATER KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #1991
Grand Knight — Mike Hoying 937-594-2816

FORT RECOVERY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #3324
Grand Knight — Calvin May 419-852-69733

Deputy Grand Knight — Joe Knapke 419-852-5188
OUR LADY OF FATIMA DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA #810

Regent — Marilyn Pottkotter  419-852-0390
Vice Regent — Lindsey Reinhard 419-852-4446 

ST. ANN’S ROSARY ALTAR SODALITY
President — Julie Pleiman 419-953-7116

Vice President — Angie Kunk 419-852-5736

If interested in joining one of the above organizations, call the number listed.

Pray for the Unborn, Pray for Life!

Contact Information & Stewardship

This week we highlight:
Lefeld Industrial & Welding Supplies

Midwest Plumbing & Heating
Rose Construction & Electric, Inc.

Professional Family Eyecare

A & M RV Repair LLC
Caresurance

Sudhoff Concrete, LLC
Center for Emotional Health, LLC

Mary Help of Christians
Offertory .......................$ 5,855.00
Food Pantry ..................$ 500.00
Cemetery ......................$ 70.00
Youth Group ................$ 30.00 
Allocated Loose ...........$ 1,124.93

St. Joseph
Offertory .......................$ 955.00
Allocated Loose ...........$ 234.92

St. Peter
Offertory .......................$ 2,182.00 
Allocated Loose ...........$ 380.07 

St. Paul
Offertory .......................$ 2,581.00
Cemetery ......................$ 340.00
Peter's Pence ................$ 20.00
Allocated Loose ...........$ 479.39

Holy Trinity
Offertory .......................$ 4,730.00
Loose ............................$ 3,111.10
Total .............................$ 7,841.10
Perm. Improvement ......$ 2,645.00
Food Pantry ..................$ 42.00
Candles  ........................$ 166.00
Holy Father ..................$ 111.00

St. Anthony
Offertory .......................$ 455.00
Loose ............................$ 281.00
Total .............................$ 736.00
Perm. Improvement ......$ 720.00
Holy Father ..................$ 10.00 

St. Mary
Offertory .......................$ 360.00
Loose ............................$ 467.20
Total .............................$ 827.20
Perm. Improvement ......$ 540.00
Candles  ........................$ 161.80

Contributions

Thank you for your generosity!

St. Joseph: (Est. 1839) 1689 St. Joe Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
St. Mary: (Est. 1851) 3821 Philothea Rd., Coldwater OH 45828
St. Anthony: (Est. 1852) 471 St. Anthony Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
St. Peter: (Est. 1860) 1477 Philothea Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
Holy Trinity: (Est. 1867) 120 E. Main St., Coldwater OH 45828
St. Paul: (Est. 1868) 517 Meiring Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
MHC: (Est. 1881) 403 Sharpsburg Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
Business Managers
Amy Lennartz - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) alennartz.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Charmaine Bettinger - (HT/SM/SA) cbettinger.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Administrative Assistants
Amy Schmitz - (MHC/SPL) aschmitz.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Karen Timmerman - (SJ/SPT) ktimmerman.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Julie Schmitz - (HT/SA/SM) staff.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Director of Communications
Lisa Cowan - bulletin.holycrossfop@gmail.com
CCD Offices
Harlie Metzger - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) hmetzger.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Sarah Klosterman - (HT/SM/SA) sklosterman.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Youth Ministry
Maria Gruss - (HT/SM/SA) mgruss.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Natalie Ashbaugh - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) nashbaugh.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Director of Adult Evangelization
Cindy Muhlenkamp - cmuhlenkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com
OCIA
Cindy Muhlenkamp - (HT/SM/SA) cmuhlenkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Ginny Fortkamp - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) gfortkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Bereavement Ministry Coordinator
Ginny Fortkamp - gfortkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com 419-375-4153
Parish Life Coordinator
Cindy Muhlenkamp (SA) 419-678-4802
Donna Hemmelgarn - (SM) 419-305-3441
Maintenance
Ralph Leugers - (SA) 419-942-8365
Rick Hemmelgarn - (SM) 419-852-8126
Rob Schmidt - (HT) 419-678-4802
Music
(HT) - Ron Johnson - rjohnson.holycrossfop@gmail.com
(MHC) - Deanna Knapke, Linda Kahlig, Paige Timmerman
(SA) - Julie Brackman - 419-942-1580
(SJ) - Maria Bergman
(SM) - Diane Geier - 419-678-4470
(SPL) - Susan Bertke
(SPT) - Anna Roessner, Mary Gaerke, Paige Timmerman
Hall Rentals
Amy Schmitz - (MHC) 419-375-4153
Harlie Metzger - (SJ) 567-279-8664
Jen Thompson - (SPL) 419-852-1093
Julie Gaerke - (SPT) 419-852-6474
Julie Schmitz - (HT/SA/SM) 419-678-4802
Safe Environment Coordinator
Kathy Portz - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) kathyportz@gmail.com
Charmaine Bettinger - (HT/SM/SA) cbettinger.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Family Council Representatives
(HT) -Brooks Topp 419-953-3633 & Tim Wellman 567-644-1739
(MHC) - Hannah Bihn 419-852-4528 & Tim Hart 567-644-3922
(SA) - Chuck Post 419-942-1133 & Cindy Homan 419-852-9686
(SJ) - Grant Pottkotter 419-852-6313 & Aimee Pottkotter 419-852-7637
(SM) - Adam Liette 419-852-5868 & Amy Welling 419-852-5473
(SPL) - Mitch Stammen 419-852-3265 & Janet Knapke 491-852-6119
(SPT) - Isaac Siegrist 419-852-2710 & Trisha Dues 419-733-2434
Call for Prayer
Holy Trinity - 419-678-4084
Janie Timmerman - (SA) 419-375-2320
Karla Kunk - (SM) 419-852-2162
Rita McEldowney - (SPL) 937-621-3126

July 7 - 13, 2025


