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Mass Cancellations
Currently, we have the means to use One Call Now, our Webpage, and Facebook for Mass Cancellations. 
If you are not signed up for One Call Now and would like to be, you must request to be added 
by either calling the Fort Recovery or Coldwater Office.

Liturgy Schedule  (Note: This schedule is subject to change per priest availability)
Day Mass Intention Priest Time Church Confession

Monday, September 22
Weekday

John T. Remaklus  † FBS 7:15 am (L/S) Holy Trinity After Mass

Jerome Jutte Jr.  † FAW 6:45 pm St. Peter 5:45 - 6:30 pm

Tuesday, September 23
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, 

Priest; Memorial

Robert Hogan  † FBS 7:15 am St. Mary After Mass

Aaron Fennig  † FJP 6:45 pm St. Joseph 5:45 - 6:30 pm

Wednesday, September 24
Weekday

L/D Lochtefeld & Wenning Families  † FBS 7:15 am (L/S) MHC After Mass

Ralph & Dorothy Huber  † FJP Noon (L/S) Holy Trinity 11:30 am - end

Thursday, September 25
Weekday

John Will  † FBS 7:15 am St. Paul After Mass

L/D Elmer & Mary Lou Klenke Family  † FJP 6:45 pm St. Anthony 5:45 - 6:30 pm

Friday, September 26
Saints Cosmas and 
Damian, Martyrs;

 opt. mem.

L/D Dave Seitz Family  † FJP 7:15 am (L/S) Holy Trinity After Mass

L/D Orville & Joann Wendel Family  † FEM Noon (L/S) MHC 11:30 am - end

Saturday, September 27
Saint Vincent de Paul, 

Priest; Memorial

Todd Ashbaugh  † FBS 9:00 am St. Joseph After Mass

Schoenleben / Homan Wedding FEM 1:00 pm Holy Trinity N/A

Heitkamp / Meyer  Wedding FKS 1:30 pm St. Mary N/A

Richard Obringer  † FJP 4:00 pm St. Anthony 3:15 - 3:45 pm

Gerald Ruchty  † FEM 4:30 pm Holy Trinity 3:45 - 4:15 pm

Natalie Siegrist  † FAW 4:30 pm (L/S) MHC 3:45 pm - end

Sunday, September 28
26th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time

Dottie Fullenkamp  † FAW 7:00 am St. Joseph N/A

Jane Braun  † FJP 8:00 am (L/S) Holy Trinity 7:25 am - end

Allen Dues  † FBS 9:00 am (L/S) MHC 8:25 am - end

L/D Boeckman & Wolters Family  † FEM 10:00 am (L/S) Holy Trinity 9:25 am - end

Mary Jean Evers  † FBS 11:00 am St. Paul 10:25 - 10:45 am

Members of Holy Cross Family of Parishes FAW 11:00 am St. Peter 10:25 - 10:45 am

Keith Fullenkamp  † FJP Noon St. Mary 11:25 - 11:45 am

L/D of Lou & Ann Brunswick Family  † FEM 6:00 pm Holy Trinity 5:15 - 5:45 pm
MASSES ONLINE — Watch Masses at Holy Trinity & Mary Help of Christians online, indicated by (L/S) with the time. 

Masses are also archived and viewable on a later day and can be accessed on the website: holycrossfop.org
(Masses are also streamed to Youtube. For Holy Trinity search: Coldwater Cluster, then click on the logo and subscribe. For 

Mary Help of Christians search: mhc-gg4zm, then click on the logo and subscribe.)

 SA = St. Anthony HT = Holy Trinity
 SJ = St. Joseph SM = St. Mary
 SPL = St. Paul SPT = St. Peter
 MHC = Mary Help of Christians

Reference for Church Abbreviations Adoration Schedules
 Mon., SPT: 5:45 - 6:30 pm Wed., HT: 8 am - 11:45 am
 Tues., SM: 7:45 am - Noon Thurs., SPL: 7:45 am - 5 pm
 Tues., SJ: 8:30 am - 6:30 pm Thurs., SA: 5:45 - 6:30 pm
 Fri., MHC: 8 - 11:45 am
 St. Joseph - First Fridays of the Month
 8:30 pm Friday - 8:30 am Saturday
 Contact Info.: Adoration.nw1@gmail.com

Tentatively Scheduled Celebrants listed above: 
Fr. Alexander Witt (FAW); Fr. Ethan Moore (FEM);

Fr. Joseph Pasala (FJP); Fr. Barry Stechschulte (FBS); Fr. Ken Schnipke (FKS)
Deacon Dan Kahlig (DDK); Deacon Roger Kaiser (DRK)



– Holy Trinity –
Monday, September 22, 7:15 am 
Servers:  Oliver Link, Dillan Wenning
Lector:  Rene Klosterman
Wednesday, September 24, 12:00 pm
Servers:  Samuel Gerlach, Oliver Link, Jude Link
Lector:  Rene Klosterman 
Friday, September 26, 7:15 am
Servers:  Carter Heitkamp, Owen Heitkamp, Gavin Heitkamp
Lector:  Rita Riethman
Saturday, September 27, 4:30 pm
Servers:  Josh Homan, Emma Siefring, David Dues
Lector:  Gary Lefeld
EMHC:  Dave Bertke, Michelle Wilker, Brenda Schwieterman 
Sunday, September 28, 8:00 am
Servers:  Dana Knapke, Myra Knapke, Clara Knapke
Lector:  Rita Riethman 
EMHC:  Brenda Kaiser, Deacon Roger Kaiser 
Sunday, September 28, 10:00 am
Servers:  Evan Schmitmeyer, Gabriel Simper, 
Myra Stammen, Eli Eyink
Lector:  Raquel Kaiser
EMHC:  Karen Stammen, Brooke Stammen, Abbie Homan 
Sunday, September 28, 6:00 pm
Servers:  Levi Sutter, Clayton Schoen 
Lector:  Ryan Sutter
EMHC:  Sarah Klosterman, Amy Klingshirn 

– Mary Help of Christians –
Wednesday, September 24, 7:15 am
Servers:  Joseph Bruns, Henry Bruns
Lector:  Pauline Faller
Friday, September 26, 12:00 pm
Servers:  Zavier Bruns
Lector:  Kathy Portz
Saturday, September 27, 4:30 pm
Servers:  Anthony Roessner, Vincent Wenning, 
Natalie Wenning, John Bihn
Lector:  Kathy Portz
EMHC:  Kathy Portz, Lisa Zehringer
Sacristan:  Mark Roessner
Ushers:  Floyd Bergman, Don Lennartz, Ken Romer, 
Dan Schmitz
Sunday, September 28, 9:00 am
Servers:  Will Faller, Cora Pearson, Lucas Winner, 
Elĳah Grieshop, Ezekial Grieshop
Lector:  Amy Klingshirn
EMHC:  Amy Klingshirn, Sharon Metzger
Sacristan:  Sharon Metzger
Ushers:  Doug Schmitz, Jeff Wendel, Randy Wendel, 
Don Willmann

– St. Joseph –
Tuesday, September 23, 6:45 pm
Servers:  Logan Gaerke, Gavin Gaerke
Lector:  Paige Schulze
Sacristan:  Paige Schulze
Saturday, September 27, 9:00 am
Servers:  Tyler Dues
Lector:  Paige Schulze
Sunday, September 28, 7:00 am
Servers:  Ben Homan, Eric Lamm, Dillan Schulze, 
Matt Grigsby, Sam Grigsby, Leo Grigsby
Lector:  Karen Bertke
EMHC:  Karen Bertke
Sacristan:  Norma Pottkotter
Ushers:  Mel Bertke, Gary Pottkotter

– St. Paul –
Thursday, September 25, 7:15 am
Servers:  Korbin Wuebker, Hayden Wuebker
Sunday, September 28, 11:00 am
Servers:  Brady Evers, Hope Evers, Ty Evers, Mya Will
Lector:  Amanda Brackman
EMHC:  Deacon Dan Kahlig, Angie Will
Ushers:  Kevin Will, Kevin Wuebker
Rosary:  Jerry & Bec Bihn

– St. Peter –
Monday, September 22, 6:45 pm
Servers:  Tate Kahlig
Lector:  Marilyn Pottkotter
Sunday, September 28, 11:00 am
Servers:  Reese Diller, Carter Fortkamp, Brinley Fortkamp, 
Addison Fortkamp, Derek Fortkamp, Levi Sutter, 
Kinley Schoenlein
Lector:  Nathan Fortkamp
EMHC:  Clark Knapke
Sacristan:  Lisa Roessner
Ushers:  Jim Knapke, Tom Braun

– St. Anthony –
Thursday, September 25, 6:45 pm
Servers:  Leo Grigsby 
Lector:  Cindy Muhlenkamp
Sacristan:  Cindy Muhlenkamp
Saturday, September 27, 4:00 pm
Servers:  Nolan Link, Lacey Link, Wesley Geier, Troy Geier
Lector:  Paul Welling 
EMHC:  Janie Timmerman
Sacristan:  Janie Timmerman
Ushers:  Greg Alig
Rosary:  Julie Brackman

– St. Mary –
Tuesday, September 23, 7:15 am
Servers:  Sam Grigsby, Leo Grigsby 
Lector: Viki Dues  
Sunday, September 28, 12:00 pm
Servers:  Grace Siefring, Jacob Uhlenhake,
Kate Uhlenhake, Isabella Uhlenhake
Lector:  Betsey Uhlenhake
EMHC:  Stephanie Wendel 
Ushers:  Rick Uhlenhake, Matt Brockman

Ministry Schedule
Notice: The below scheduled ministers are responsible 
for finding a substitute if they are unable to fill the 
originally assigned position.  - Thank You!



 Every now and then, your friends do something really incredible that just needs to be shared. This is a 
shorter version of Fr. Hess' bulletin insert. He does such a great job at addressing an important topic, both 
in our faith and in the news. His ultimate question is: Do our lives welcome God as well as they could or 
should? Well done to Fr. Hess, who has written about this timely topic in such a loving yet truthful way! 
Check out the full thing in St. Henry’s bulletin. --Fr. Witt 

Received by God – Receptive to God 

 “Hospitality”, “inclusivity”, and “welcome” are all meaningful concepts when understood in their strictly 
definitional sense…The charity to which all Christians are called should be marked by these qualities, as they 
preserve us from hostile prejudices and an intolerable intolerance that renders difficult our coming together in 
the bond of charity, which is the hallmark of Christian living. “How good and how pleasant it is when brothers live 
in unity” (Psalm 133:1). Yet, just as our understanding of charity has suffered grave distortions in our modern 
world, these qualities of charity have likewise been distorted…This is an important framing of the problem 
as regards Christian community – i.e. belonging in the Church – because it is common to grade a community 
based on whether or not it “makes me feel welcome.” …In this climate, we become preoccupied with our 
subjective feeling of being welcome, and we place the burden upon the community of “making me feel 
welcome”; and if the community fails to meet our standards of what it feels like to feel welcome, the community 
has failed and needs to change. 

But I wonder if a better starting point might not be this question: Who must welcome whom? Who, on a 
fundamental level, needs to open their heart in welcome? God is love, and as love He never rejects anyone who 
comes to Him; He loves us from the beginning and He never ceases to love us; God is fundamentally open to 
each one of us. 

… God created us for Heaven; He welcomes us into the Heaven of His love, and this Heaven is open to 
all, no matter who we are. But we must be conformed to His love and all that it demands – “If you love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Love, like welcome, is not reducible to a feeling or an opinion – it is 
a reality. If we will not really welcome God into our lives, which means welcoming His commandments and the 
life He calls us to live, if we harbor a real hostility of sin in our hearts, it is not God Who fails in hospitality; it is 
the individual whose sin renders him inhospitable to God. We can say the same thing about His Church.… God 
offers us His love through His Church; and He…leaves it to us to accept or reject it, whether it is in our words, 
actions, or simply the cold disinterestedness of our hearts to God’s love… 

 Recently there was an article reporting on a meeting between Fr. James Martin and Pope Leo, where it is 
claimed that the Holy Father “vows continuity with Pope Francis’ legacy of welcome” to individuals 
experiencing gender dysphoria or same-sex sexual attraction. The article raises questions about what is meant 
by welcome, and that’s why I want to focus on this admittedly sensitive and painful subject. I adopt the posture 
of the Church in this regard, which teaches us that those who suffer from these particular burdens “must be 
accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity” (CCC 2358) …which requires the truth of what life in 
Christ demands and makes possible. I want to address issues with the article, as it can confuse Catholics, 
especially those suffering from unwanted homosexual inclinations trying to rely on grace and live 
virtuously with this cross…and especially those who might seek a revision of the sacred teaching of our 
Lord and His Church. They do so, in some cases, for what they think are good intentions; but it is often from 
a misplaced spirit of welcome. I want to help us see the Church’s vision of what welcome really means. 

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Alexander Witt, Pastor: fr.witt.aoc@gmail.com

Rev. Ethan Moore, Parochial Vicar: frethan.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Rev. Joseph Pasala, Parochial Vicar: pasalajoseph7@gmail.com

Rev. Barry Stechschulte, Parochial Vicar: fatherbarry10964@gmail.com
Deacon Daniel Kahlig: dkahlig.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Deacon Roger Kaiser: rkaiser.holycrossfop@gmail.com



Fr. James Martin advocates for greater inclusion of so-called LGBTQ+ Catholics in the life of the Church, 
and he recently met with Pope Leo in a private audience. Fr. Martin is an ambiguous figure, who maintains an 
unclear position regarding Christian Faith and the cross of homosexual feelings that certain souls carry. Fr. 
Martin is the founder of a group attempting…to minister to these individuals, but it promotes… problematic 
ideas regarding human sexuality… it advocates for the Church to adopt a more inclusive or welcoming 
posture, which…demands an absolute acceptance of all things, including behaviors at odds with human 
nature, happiness, and God’s plan for our salvation. This group erroneously claims that Sacred Scripture 
makes no judgements about homosexual activity or, if it does make judgements, it argues they are 
fundamentally positive ones, and that the Church’s traditional and canonical interpretation of Sacred Scripture 
in this regard is flawed and outdated, as if God’s Word or the Church’s interpretation of that Word when it 
confirms perennial moral truths must adapt to changing sentiments and times…Fr. Martin always leads with 
this idea that he is an advocate for “LGBTQ+ Catholics”. This is fundamentally problematic because no one 
should define themselves or others according to their temptations or sinful inclinations – whether they be 
inclined to vanity, greed, gluttony, wrath, envy, sloth, or lust, the individual is not identical with their 
temptations. It is the same for those who suffer from confusion related to human sexuality: it is not the burden 
that defines them, but the freedom offered to them in Christ…. 

 In this article, Fr. Martin is the only source of information, and it is padded by the reporter’s personal 
commentary on this issue. Never once is Pope Leo quoted directly…We do not know what, exactly, was said, 
just what Fr. Martin himself heard. I am doubtful Pope Leo used the politically charged and anthropologically 
problematic label of “LGBTQ”. Our fundamental identity is that we are children of God, sinners who have 
been redeemed in Christ, a beloved creation made new in Him. However, I would absolutely expect Pope Leo 
wants to welcome all people into the Church, regardless of their struggle, including those who struggle with 
questions of identity at the level of human sexuality. Why? Because the Church is the refuge of sinners – and 
this includes all sinners! 

 Every single one of us needs God’s mercy…and they are offered to all. If I am violent, there is mercy for 
my violence in the Church; if I am greedy, there is mercy for my greed in the Church…mercy for my gossip, 
mercy for my drunkenness, mercy for my lusts. But receiving that mercy hinges upon whether or not I desire 
to turn and be healed. Whatever the brokenness, whatever the wound, whatever the temptation, whatever the 
sin, the Church is open to all, and she receives all. This is her mission of mercy: that she welcomes sinners back 
to God…The Church is always welcoming us into this healing.… 

This brings us back to our original question: Who must welcome whom? We have been welcomed by 
God, but then we must respond by welcoming Him…Is God really welcome in my life? It is not enough for 
the Church to welcome us into God’s life if we are not prepared to welcome that life completely into our 
hearts and souls. I write all of this as one who is a fellow sinner, who also needs God’s grace, and never stops needing it,
and as one having a deep concern for an entire population of wounded human beings who are treated as if 
this kind of welcome is somehow hostile to who they are, or that they cannot achieve conversion of heart or 
the same holiness any other sinner is called to achieve, or that somehow the life of grace to which Christ 
calls all of us is fundamentally impossible for them. A sinner is a sinner is a sinner; all of us, regardless of our 
particular struggle with sin, are called to conversion, to render our souls more hospitable to 
God. If our hearts are open to conversion, only then can we experience what it truly means 
to be welcomed into the divine life of the Most Holy Trinity. To be received by God means we 
must also become receptive to God, to the fullness of Who He is, and who we are 
called to become in Him, nothing held back… 

 Will we open our arms wide to Him, to His Commandments, and the life He promises to 
those who love Him? 

 - Fr. Hess, Pastor, St. Henry



Join us for
 Family 
 Eucharistic 
 Adoration

6:30 - 7:30 pm / Sept. 25, 2025 @ St. Joseph 
Followed by: Slay the Dragon activity in Sanderell Hall

Newly Baptized
Holy Trinity

Ellory Ruth Francis
Child of Kyle & Alana

Rhema Rose Wenning
Child of Ben & Olivia

Eli James Wenning 
Child of Tyler & Paige

Cheryl A. Rammel
February 10, 1962 - September 7, 2025

(Mary Help of Christians)

Conrad Bettinger
September 27, 1952 - September 9, 2025

(Holy Trinity)
I am the resurrection and the life,

says the Lord whoever believes 
in me will never die.

  - John 11:26

In Loving Memory…

Marriage Congratulations!
Blake & Samantha (Knapke) Muhlenkamp 

Married Saturday, September 6, 2025
(St. Anthony)

May God always bless you & 
may He bestow on you the gifts of a happy marriage.

Wedding Banns
III Cole Schoenleben & Colby Homan
III Nathan Heitkamp & Emily Meyer
II Aaron Fortkamp & Maddie Sheffer
II Andrew (AJ) Romer & Madalin Davis
I Tyler Gower & Lauren Fullenkamp
I Mark Hein & Megan Bergman
And the two shall become one.

Sacramental Information

Baptismal Sponsors
This is an honor, but so much more.  Whether for Baptism or 
Confirmation, being a sponsor means that you are promising 
to assist the parents in raising this person in the Catholic 
Faith.  In order to fulfill that responsibility, the sponsor 
needs to be a practicing Catholic.  This means that prayer, 
scripture, the sacraments and especially Mass are important 
priorities in his/her life.  This also means that a sponsor 
needs to be a fully initiated Catholic who has received the 
sacraments of Baptism, Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
and, if married, was married in the Catholic Church.  
Baptismal Class
Fort Recovery Classes are held on Tuesdays at 7 pm. The 
next class at Fort Recovery for 2025 is October 7, 2025. Please 
call 419-375-4153 to register. Coldwater Classes are held on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month at 7 pm. Please call 419-678-4802 
to register. The Baptismal Class is required for all first-time 
parents.
Baptismal Schedule
1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday
12:30 pm - MHC 12:30 pm - St. Peter 12:30 pm - St. Paul 12:30 pm - St. Joseph
1:30 pm - Holy Trinity 1:30 pm - St. Mary 1:30 pm - Holy Trinity 1:30 pm - St. Anthony

Sacrament of Matrimony
The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony involves more than 
just “booking” a particular date for a wedding. Please 
keep in mind that church dates are limited. It is highly 
recommended to book the church when booking your 
reception hall. Also, since the marriage preparation process 
usually takes several months to complete, please contact 
the Family Office at least nine months in advance to start 
the marriage preparation process.

Steven Jeffery Fortkamp - child of Jeffery & Kathryn
Baptized September 5th, 2025

(St. Peter)



Holy Trinity
Kyle and Alana Francis

along with their child Ellory

Welcome New Members

Holy Cross Family of ParishesHoly Cross Family of ParishesHoly Cross Family of Parishes
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY — Meetings are around the fire pit at 
4171 Burrville Rd, Coldwater, Ohio from 7:30 - 8:30 pm every 
2nd & 4th Thursday of the month. BYOB.
WOMEN’S SOCIAL GROUP — Meetings are the 1st & 3rd

Thursday of each month led by Fr. Ethan Moore in the 
Grotto’s St. Isidore room. We are focusing on “Women in the 
Word” covering heroic women of the bible. The group is open 
to all adult women of the Holy Cross Family of Parishes & 
community.
HOLY CROSS MEN’S GROUPS — The Ft. Recovery (Iron 
Sharpens Iron) and Coldwater (Servants of Christ) men’s 
fellowship groups are hosting another series from the 
Kapaun’s Men series. Discover the true blessings of 
Christianity with Kapaun’s Men as we explore Jesus’ 
Beatitudes alongside Servant of God Father Emil Kapaun and 
our fellow men. Father Kapaun was a heroic Catholic priest 
and Army chaplain who spent his life in service to his fellow 
men on the battlefields and in the prison camps of Korea and 
witnessed to the truth of the Beatitudes in his daily life. Men 
of the Holy Cross Family of Parishes are invited to participate 
in this 8-week series that started on Sept 15th. It’s offered at 
7:30 pm on the 1st and 3rd Mondays in the Mary Help of 
Christians Undercroft or the 1st and 3rd Fridays at 4:30 am in 
the Holy Trinity Grotto. For more information call or text Ted 
Romer at 419-852-6621 (Iron Sharpens Iron) or Dave Bettinger 
at 419-852-2582 (Servants of Christ).
ANNUAL COAT DRIVE — The parishes of Mary Help of 
Christians, St. Joseph, St. Peter, and St. Paul are participating 
with Our Home Family Resource Center in their Winter 
Warmth Program. Please put your new or clean, gently used 
coats, new hats and gloves in the large containers located at 
the church entrances beginning in September.  There is always 
a special need for children's coats. Donations will be accepted 
until Oct. 12th. Coats will be distributed on Sat., Oct. 18, 2025, 
at the Celina First Church of God at 850 Fairground Rd., 
Celina, OH. For information call Pat Wendel 419-375-4229.

SAVE THE DATE — Fr. Witt will be leading a Marian 
Pilgrimage through France in late Aug. or early Sept. of 2026. 
More information to come in the near future.
ATTENTION COLDWATER PARISHES — Fiscal year 
reports are at the entrances of Holy Trinity, St. Anthony and 
St. Mary parishes.
ADORERS NEEDED — Weekly adoration is held throughout 
our family of parishes. Currently we are in need of adorers for 
the following times: 10-11 am on Wednesday at Holy Trinity 
and Noon-1 pm on Thursday at St. Paul. 
HOLY CROSS FAMILY OF PARISHES OPEN ONLINE 
STORE — At the request of parishioners who have expressed 
interest in purchasing products, we have decided to open an 
online store by partnering with EMB Designs. We will be 
offering products continuously through our store in addition 
to specialty items at select times. Specialty items will be 
advertised as they become available. Products can be 
purchased at https://designsemb.com/holy_
cross/shop/home or use the QR Code provided. 
Please contact either Holy Cross Family Parish 
Office if you are in need of assistance. Show your 
faith and support our family of parishes!

HOLY CROSS FAMILY OF PARISHES LADIES 
SODALITY FLOWER FUNDRAISER — Supporting 
individual parish efforts for Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Remembrance. Cut flowers are for sale at $5 each to 
commemorate each life gone too soon. Please see our 
Facebook or website for order forms and more information. 
Place order forms in a collection basket or drop off to either of 
our parish offices with donation on or before Sept. 29th. Please 
specify the ladies sodality and Mass time to direct your 
support and/or flower delivery. Make checks out to ladies 
sodality of choice. Additional donations are accepted. Also, 
cut flowers from home can be brought to all Masses on Sun., 
Oct. 19th and St. Anthony’s Mass on Sat., Oct. 18th to be added 
into the provided vases along with the fundraiser flowers.

BULLETIN SUBMISSION NOTICE: Submissions must 
be received by 8:00 am, 10 days prior to the Sunday 
publication date unless otherwise noted. Please 
submit info to bulletin.holycrossfop@gmail.com.

- AMERICA NEEDS  FATIMA -
PRAYER FOR OUR NATION ROSARY RALLY

Mary Help of Christians’

Queen of Peace Garden
October 11th - starts promptly at Noon

Join the Daughters of Isabella for our Rosary 
Rally. If you don’t feel comfortable walking, 
bring a lawn chair. For questions please 
contact Charlene Bergman @ (419) 852-9415.

Follow the instructions after downloading the 
App. Note: To find our parish family allow 
location services through the App or type in 
either of our zip codes: 45828 or 45846



Save the Dates:
Faith-Fueled Fridays

October 17, 2025: 
“All for Jesus” with Henry Cordonnier

This man will light your heart on fire for Jesus! 
He is a “must” to come listen to

December 5, 2025: Damascus Worship
A night of music & entertainment for the whole 

family! @ FR Auditeria – a great way to begin 
Advent with your family!

(extra surprise to be announced soon!)

January 16, 2026: Priest Roundtable
ask the priests your questions about the Catholic 

faith – or what their favorite movie is

May 8, 2026: Cinco De Mama
a ladies night out with a great speaker, 

margaritas, and shopping

All events (besides Damascus Worship) are held 
in Mary Help of Christians Undercroft. Speakers 

begin at 7 pm (Social at 6:30)
These events are open to ALL adults! We want to 

fuel all adults with strong Catholic faith! 
(Damascus Worship for the ENTIRE family-all 

kids/babies/youth!)

Follow us on Facebook 
& the Holy Cross FOP bulletin

 MEN CONSIDERING THE DIACONATE 
 Men who are inquiring about the vocation of Deacon 
and their wives are invited to attend a Deacon 
Information Evening hosted by the Office of the 
Diaconate. 

 • North: Tuesday, October 28th, St. Michael Parish, 
Fort Loramie 

 • Dayton: Wednesday, October 15th, St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish, Kettering 

 • Cincinnati East: Thursday, October 16th, St. Mary 
Parish, Hyde Park 

 • Cincinnati West: Thursday, October 23rd, St. Ignatius 
Parish, Montfort Heights 

All meetings will begin at 7:00 pm 
and end by 8:30 pm. Please RSVP 
to Deacon Mark Machuga, 
Director, at (513) 263-6641 or 
deaconoffice@catholicaoc.org 
to reserve your spot.

Registration OPENS January 3rd!
25 spots available

Men’s Welcome Retreat: 
March 7-8, 2026

Save the Dates for both Welcome retreats below!

• Go to FORMED.org
• Click “sign up as a parishioner”, 
find our parish, & enter zip code: 45828.



St. Anthony

BBQ CHICKEN 
DINNERS — 

Sunday, October 12, 
2025, chicken dinners will 

be provided by Moeder BBQ 
LLC (Rocky) from 4 - 6 pm. Drive thru pickup at Philothea 
School Hall. Donation: $10.00. Sponsored by St. Mary Parish 
Men’s Sodality. Proceeds benefit Parish. Contact Kevin 
Welling at (419) 852-4622 for tickets.

LADIES SODALITY RAFFLE — Raffle tickets are in the back 
of church. Please return the manila envelope with tickets (sold 
and unsold) and money by October 5. Return in the box in 
back of church or to a Ladies Sodality officer.

LADIES SODALITY MEETING — Monday, October 13 at 7 
pm in the school hall. Meeting minutes will be in the back of 
church within 1-2 weeks after the meeting. All ladies of the 
parish are encouraged and welcome to attend. 

LADIES SODALITY ROSARY — Please join in leading the 
Rosary with intentions for all deceased members of the 
sodality on October 19 prior to Noon Mass.

OFFERTORY NOTICE — Anyone wishing to sign up for 
offertory can sign up in the back of church.

PATRIOTIC ROSARY — Please join us for the patriotic 
rosary every Tuesday at 7:30 pm at St. Mary Church.

St. Mary

BEAUTIFICATION 
PROJECT — Painting 

(Phase I): Work will be 
completed by Blanck 

Studio, with a projected start date 
of February–March 2026. This phase will take approximately 
1.5–2 months to complete. Flooring Installation: Sanctuary 
flooring will be installed by Enyart Flooring. The project is 
projected to begin in February 2026, with the sanctuary carpet 
installation scheduled for late April 2026. *We will need 
parishioner assistance with removing items from the church 
in preparation for the carpet project. Your help will be greatly 
appreciated as we care for and beautify our worship space. 
Also, we are still accepting donations for Phase II.

BLOOD DRIVE
— Volunteers are 

needed to help with 
the blood drive on Mon., 

Oct. 27 at Mary Help of Christians 
Undercroft. First shift will be 11:45 am - 3 pm, and second shift 
from 3 - 6:15 pm. Also, help is needed to set up at 10:45 am, 
tear down at 6:30 pm, or volunteers to make cookies. Please 
call or text Megan Wendel at (419) 852-5066.

Mary Help of 
Christians

St. Joseph
CLEANING — 

(September) **Sue 
Lennartz, Casey Jones, 

Lucy Kaup, Julia Kremer, 
Theresa Hart, Maria Bergman

Holy TrinityHoly Trinity

Parish InformationParish Information
C H R I S T M A S 
BOW MAKING — 

Looking for someone 
who is interested in 

making new bows for the 
Christmas wreaths at Holy Trinity. Ribbon can be provided. 
For more details, please reach out to Veronica @ (567) 644-5309.

CHURCH HOLIDAY FLOWERS — Looking for someone to 
take lead in the set-up and watering of the Christmas 
Poinsettias and/or Easter Flowers. Please reach out to 
Veronica @ (567) 644-5309 if interested.

PAINTING IN CHURCH — There will be extensive 
scaffolding inside church in the altar area during the painting 
of the interior back wall of the dome from October 13 - 23, 
2025.

FUNERAL SERVERS — If you are interested in serving Mass 
at funerals at Holy Trinity church, please call 419-678-4802 for 
more information. Thank You!

ST. PETER 
L A D I E S 

SODALITY RAFFLE 
— The Raffle is on 

Sunday, October 12th during 
the Saint Peter Church Picnic. If you would like to donate an 
item, please place it in the marked tub in the back of church or 
give it to a Lady Sodality officer. Thank you! 

PARISH PICNIC — The St. Peter Parish Picnic will be held on 
Sunday, October 12 after the 11 am Mass, featuring Kremers 
famous chili! A sign-up sheet is in the back of church. Hope 
you can make it!

LITTLE FLOWERS — The Little Flowers First Meeting at the 
Saint Peter Location will be on Thursday, October 9th, 2025. 
6:30-8:00 If you have any questions, please contact Betsy 
Overman 614-706-6767 

St. Peter

St. Paul
L A D I E S 
SODALITY — 

The fall meeting will 
be Tuesday, October 14th

in the hall. Please come join us 
in fellowship and prayer.  The meeting will begin with Rosary 
at 7 pm. Raffle tickets will be available for pick up. SAVE THE 
DATE - November 9th, CYO brunch and Raffle.

FALL RAFFLE DONATIONS — Anyone wishing to donate 
an item(s) for our fall raffle please contact a Ladies Sodality 
officer. Chrissy Hart (419) 852-7743, Kathy Gonzalez, Carissa 
Will, Theresa Siefring, Amanda Brackman. Thank You!! 

Given to us by the Church, these are the minimum obligations 
every practicing Catholic is expected to follow.

1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays & holy days of  
obligation and rest from servile labor.
2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year.
3. You shall humbly receive your Creator in Holy Communion 
at least once a year during the Easter Season.
4. You shall observe the prescribed days of  fasting and 
abstinence established by the Church.
5. You shall help to provide for the needs of  the Church.
6. You shall observe the Church’s laws regarding marriage.

The Precepts of the Church



Religious Education

Fort Recovery Religious Ed.Coldwater Religious Ed.
Contact:  Harlie Metzger 

hmetzger.holycrossfop@gmail.com, 419-375-4153

ATTENTION:

CONFIRMATION INFORMATION:
- Confirmation Mass: February 22nd @ MHC, 1:00 pm
- Confirmation Retreat: September 28, 2025 @ St. Anthony, 
1:00 - 5:30 pm. Check in at 12:30 pm. All students MUST 
attend a retreat in order to be Confirmed. 

Contact:  Sarah Klosterman
sklosterman.holycrossfop@gmail.com, 419-678-3328

ATTENTION:

PAST TEACHERS — If you have taught CCD in the past few 
years but are no longer teaching, please take a moment to 
check if you still have any teacher books at home. We would 
love to have them returned! You may drop them off at the 
parish office, or contact Sarah Klosterman to arrange a 
different drop-off time or location.

TEACHERS NEEDED:

Holy Trinity - 8 - 9:15pm
9th Grade - Bible Study, Introduction to Confirmation, 
Theology of the Body (2 needed)

*All lesson plans and supplies will be provided to you. There 
are 27 class nights in total. Please contact Sarah Klosterman 
with any questions or to learn more!

CONFIRMATION INFORMATION:
- Confirmation Mass: October 19th @ Holy Trinity, 3:00 pm
- Confirmation Retreat: September 28, 2025 @ St. Anthony, 
1:00 - 5:30 pm. Check in at 12:30 pm. All students MUST 
attend a retreat in order to be Confirmed. 

Saint of the Week - Saint Vincent de Paul
St. Vincent de Paul was born in the 16th 
century and lived on a small farm in 
Gascony, France. He worked herding his 
family’s livestock as a child and entered 
seminary at age 15. He was ordained at 
age 19 but since he was too young to be a 
pastor, he continued his theological 
studies. Although he initially hoped 
priesthood would afford him a 
comfortable life, he had a change of heart 
while hearing the confession of a dying 
servant. From then on, he sought to fulfill 
the spiritual needs of the poor in France. He eventually became the 
leader of the Vincentian community, whose members devoted 
themselves to the service of the poor in small towns and villages. 
Throughout his life he established confraternities of charity, 
organized fundraisers for missionary projects, founded hospitals and 
seminaries, and ransomed slaves. He also had a particular passion for 
training priests by conducting retreats. Vincent started out as a hard 
and rough man but became tender and sensitive to others' needs. Let 
us be uplifted by the example of St. Vincent de Paul, who allowed 
himself to be transformed by Christ in both character and deeds. May 
we follow his example and seek to serve those in need in whatever 
capacity God may be calling us to. ―Tami Urcia

- Information obtained from diocesan.com

Feast Day: 
September 27th
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For all Coldwater & Fort Recovery
Confirmation candidates. Please

bring a Bible and rosary.



Maria at: mgruss.holycrossfop@gmail.com or 
Natalie at: nashbaugh.holycrossfop@gmail.com

Fort Fiat Youth Group

Youth Ministry

Coldwater Youth Group

Contact:  Maria Gruss 
mgruss.holycrossfop@gmail.com, 419-678-3328

UPCOMING EVENTS:
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 — 7:15 - 8:45 pm | Awaken Night 
@ Fr. Yauss Basement (Ages 12+)
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 — 11:18 - 11:45 am | High 
School Men's & Ladies Lunch @ The Fr. Yauss Basement 
(grades 9th - 12th)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 — 7 - 8 am | Christ & Coffee @ 
Rooster Joe  (grades 7th - 12th)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 — 3:15 - 4:30 pm| Children's 
Adoration & Storytime @ Holy Trinity (grades K - 6th)

Contact:  Natalie Ashbaugh
nashbaugh.holycrossfop@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS:
TO THE HEIGHTS — Tuesdays 3:30-4:30 at MHC (6th - 8th grade)
LADIES YOUTH GROUP — Tuesdays 7:15-8 am at 
Grounded Cafe (9th - 12th grade)
MEN’S YOUTH GROUP — Wednesdays 9-10 pm at MHC 
Undercroft  (7th - 12th grade)
ATTENTION
BREAKFAST CLUB — We are in need of volunteers 
to help pass out drinks and donuts for the mornings 
of Breakfast Clubs. If you are willing to volunteer, 
please use the link below to sign up. https://docs.
google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mkCuY8-Vq_8sbC24nt78U_
mNqi0XrniGPpM1ArMTaqU/edit?usp=sharing
THANK YOU — Thank you for all who donated to the youth 
group through our Amazon registry. If you still want 
to donate, the link to the registry is attached below. 
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-
view/3C7NYE9J8KIYO?ref=gr_search_page_result

2025-26
Breakfast Club

Schedule

September 5th

September 19th

October 3rd

October 24th

November 7th

November 21st

December 5th

December 19th

January 16th

January 30th

February 6th

February 20th

March 6th

Mach 20th

April 10th

April 24th

May 8th

7:15-8 am Donuts & Drinks Provided





COLDWATER KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #1991
Grand Knight — Mike Hoying 937-594-2816

FORT RECOVERY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #3324
Grand Knight — Calvin May 419-852-6973

Deputy Grand Knight — Joe Knapke 419-852-5188
OUR LADY OF FATIMA DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA #810

Regent — Marilyn Pottkotter  419-852-0390
Vice Regent — Lindsey Reinhard 419-852-4446 

ST. ANN’S ROSARY ALTAR SODALITY
President — Julie Pleiman 419-953-7116

Vice President — Angie Kunk 419-852-5736

If interested in joining one of the above organizations, call the number listed.

Pray for the Unborn, Pray for Life!

Contact Information & Stewardship

This week we highlight:
A & M RV Repair LLC

Center for Emotional Health, LLC
Lefeld Industrial & Welding Supplies

Midwest Plumbing & Heating

N. J. Hogenkamp Sons, Inc - Coldwater
Rish Plumbing, Inc.

Caresurance
Sudhoff Concrete, LLC

Mary Help of Christians
Offertory .......................$ 3,610.00
Youth Group ................$ 30.00 
Allocated Loose ...........$ 1,137.96

St. Joseph
Offertory .......................$ 870.00
Allocated Loose ...........$ 237.64

St. Peter
Offertory .......................$ 1,680.00
Maintenance .................$ 1,529.00
Youth Group ................$ 15.00
Allocated Loose ...........$ 384.47 

St. Paul
Offertory .......................$ 2,398.11
Maintenance .................$ 200.00
Allocated Loose ...........$ 484.93

Holy Trinity
Offertory .......................$ 5,026.00
Loose ............................$ 3,679.00
Total .............................$ 8,705.00
Candles .........................$ 170.27

St. Anthony
Offertory .......................$ 585.00
Loose ............................$ 470.00
Total .............................$ 1,055.00 

St. Mary
Offertory .......................$ 740.00
Loose ............................$ 316.00
Total .............................$ 1,056.00

Contributions

Thank you for your generosity!

St. Joseph: (Est. 1839) 1689 St. Joe Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
St. Mary: (Est. 1851) 3821 Philothea Rd., Coldwater OH 45828
St. Anthony: (Est. 1852) 471 St. Anthony Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
St. Peter: (Est. 1860) 1477 Philothea Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
Holy Trinity: (Est. 1867) 120 E. Main St., Coldwater OH 45828
St. Paul: (Est. 1868) 517 Meiring Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
MHC: (Est. 1881) 403 Sharpsburg Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846
Business Managers
Amy Lennartz - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) alennartz.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Charmaine Bettinger - (HT/SM/SA) cbettinger.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Administrative Assistants
Amy Schmitz - (MHC/SPL) aschmitz.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Karen Timmerman - (SJ/SPT) ktimmerman.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Julie Schmitz - (HT/SA/SM) staff.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Director of Communications
Lisa Cowan - bulletin.holycrossfop@gmail.com
CCD Offices
Harlie Metzger - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) hmetzger.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Sarah Klosterman - (HT/SM/SA) sklosterman.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Youth Ministry
Maria Gruss - (HT/SM/SA) mgruss.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Natalie Ashbaugh - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) nashbaugh.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Director of Adult Evangelization
Cindy Muhlenkamp - cmuhlenkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com
OCIA
Cindy Muhlenkamp - (HT/SM/SA) cmuhlenkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Ginny Fortkamp - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) gfortkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Bereavement Ministry Coordinator
Ginny Fortkamp - gfortkamp.holycrossfop@gmail.com 419-375-4153
Parish Life Coordinator
Cindy Muhlenkamp - (SA) 419-678-4802
Stephanie Wendel - (SM) 419-733-2930
Maintenance
Ralph Leugers - (SA) 419-942-8365
Rick Hemmelgarn - (SM) 419-852-8126
Rob Schmidt - (HT) 419-678-4802
Music
(HT) - Ron Johnson - rjohnson.holycrossfop@gmail.com
(MHC) - Deanna Knapke, Linda Kahlig, Paige Timmerman
(SA) - Julie Brackman - 419-942-1580
(SJ) - Maria Bergman
(SM) - Diane Geier - 419-678-4470
(SPL) - Susan Bertke
(SPT) - Anna Roessner, Mary Gaerke, Paige Timmerman
Hall Rentals
Amy Schmitz - (MHC) 419-375-4153
Harlie Metzger - (SJ) 567-279-8664
Jen Thompson - (SPL) 419-852-1093
Julie Gaerke - (SPT) 419-852-6474
Julie Schmitz - (HT/SA/SM) 419-678-4802
Safe Environment Coordinator
Kathy Portz - (MHC/SJ/SPL/SPT) kathyportz@gmail.com
Charmaine Bettinger - (HT/SM/SA) cbettinger.holycrossfop@gmail.com
Family Council Representatives
(HT) -Brooks Topp 419-953-3633 & Tim Wellman 567-644-1739
(MHC) - Hannah Bihn 419-852-4528 & Tim Hart 567-644-3922
(SA) - Chuck Post 419-942-1133 & Cindy Homan 419-852-9686
(SJ) - Grant Pottkotter 419-852-6313 & Aimee Pottkotter 419-852-7637
(SM) - Adam Liette 419-852-5868 & Amy Welling 419-852-5473
(SPL) - Mitch Stammen 419-852-3265 & Janet Knapke 491-852-6119
(SPT) - Isaac Siegrist 419-852-2710 & Trisha Dues 419-733-2434
Call for Prayer
Holy Trinity - 419-678-4084
Janie Timmerman - (SA) 419-375-2320
Karla Kunk - (SM) 419-852-2162
Rita McEldowney - (SPL) 937-621-3126

September 1 - 7, 2025


