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BLESSED GABRIELE M ALLEGRA

Blessed Gabriele Allegra was born in San Giovanni La Punta in
the province of Catania on December 26, 1907. At baptism, he was
given the name of Giovanni Stefano. He was educated in a Christian
manner, and at a very young age he entered the Order of Friars
Minor, taking the name of Gabriele Maria. He was sent to Rome in
order to complete his theological studies. Coming in touch with friars
returning from China, he also developed his missionary vocation. On
the day of his priestly ordination, he promised the Immaculate Virgin,
to whose immaculate heart he was devoted, to translate the Scriptures
into Chinese, in order to give the noble Chinese people the possibility
to read the Gospel in their native language. For this reason, he studied
the biblical languages and other important European languages;
and in 1931 he left for China. Gifted with lively intelligence and an
extraordinary memory, he learned Mandarin Chinese and began
translating the Bible soon.

In 1945 he founded the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum in Peiping
(now Beijing). When it became impossible to stay there, he moved
the institute to Hong Kong. With his collaborators, he translated the
entire Bible with a huge commentary, divided in eleven volumes,
and a Biblical Dictionary, all in Chinese. He combined studies with
an intense life of prayer, tirelessly preaching and assisting to lepers,
in the midst of whom he loved to spend his periods of reSt He died
on January 26, 1976 and at his death he wanted the canticle of the
Blessed Virgin to be sung, as he used to do at the conclusion of the
translation of each sacred book of the Bible.
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LITURGY OF THE HOURS

Office of Readings — Second Reading

From the autobiographical memoirs of Blessed Gabriele Allegra
(published d by S. Gozzo, Rome 1986, pp. 251-254)

Search for God in solitude and work for the salvation of your people.

“Search for God” is one of the sweetest and most frequent phrases in the
Bible. But searching for Him in solitude is much more, something that makes
us think of some of the greatest prophets such as Moses, Elijah and Elisha,
and of Lord Jesus himself who, before beginning to preach the Gospel of
the Kingdom, withdrew to the “mountain of the quarantine” to pray and
do penance; of Jesus, who very often spent his nights in prayer and led his

apostles to deserted places to better train them for the Evangelical apostolate.

The way of living of the divine Master is an example and a lesson for his
disciples and will always be so. The life of the Church is a mystical recreation
of the divine Master’s life. A single saint will never be able to achieve all the
divine richness, the ineffable holiness of the life of Jesus. Therefore, inside
the Church there are many different charisms, so that in the mystical body
of Christ the whole mystery of Christ may reach its fulfilment.

The phrase: “Searching for God in solitude and working for the salvation of your
people” expresses, as it seems to me, with fullness and sweetness, the vocation,
the charism both of the Franciscan Order as a whole and of its children,
individually taken. For this, a Franciscan friar is able to put into practice the two
main aspects of the life of the Lord, who used to look for deserted places and
to spend the nights in prayer, but also used to enter the synagogues and to walk

from town to town preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.
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Regarding the history of the earliest times of the Order, there was a period
of doubt of our father St Francis, whether he should live as a hermit, in
solitude, or should go out to preach the Gospel to the peoples of the world.
We also know how he asked the prayers of brother Sylvester and of sister
Clare, in order to know the will of God. We know how from both of them
he received the same answer, that he should imitate the "mixed" life of the
Saviour, who yearned for and immersed himself in solitude, to unite more
intimately with his Father, to immerse himself in the heart of the Father, in

order to tirelessly preach His Kingdom.

St Francis was called to this life of loving solitude and of service of the most
suffering brothers of the body of Christ, the lepers, and above all to live the
Gospel and preach it to everyone with strength and greatness of heart. His
children too are called to the same lifestyle, ready to give their lives, to suffer

martyrdom for the cause of the Gospel.

I pray to Our Lady, “Seat of Wisdom”, to pour out the desire and love of
wisdom into the hearts of all priests, so that they, like the young friend of
St Jerome, the priest Nepozianus, may make of their hearts "the library of

Christ".

Study, the true study, accepted and practiced for the love of Jesus and of His
Church, is a humble and hidden penance, and wisdom is grace, is light and
strength, which forms hearts of flesh, our hearts, poor children of Adam,
pure, ardent, strong hearts. Pure as angels, ardent as St John the Apostle, and
strong like St Paul, who, having been seized by Christ, felt the strength of
Christ within himself and therefore could write these words, which sound
meaningless to the world: “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?

Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
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or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we
are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more

than conquerors through him who loved us.” (Romans 8:35-37 NRSV)

Responsory (Lk 24:45; Mk 16:15.17; Acts 1:8)

A. The Lord opened the minds of the disciples to understand the Scriptures,
and said, “Go out to all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature.”

“Those who believe in my name will speak in new tongues.”

V. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth.”

“Those who believe in my name will speak in new tongues.”

Benedictus Antiphon

The Word of the Lord was the joy and gladness of his heart:
he devoured it greedily and proclaimed among the peoples the works of the

Lord.

Magnificat Antiphon

From East to West great is Your name among the peoples, O Lord:

in every place incense and a pure oblation are offered to You.
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MASS

Entrance Antiphon (Ps 96:3-4)

Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations,his marvellous deeds

among all peoples. the Lord is great and worthy of all praise.

Collect

God, Father of light,

you aroused in Blessed Gabriel Maria, priestly friar,

an ardent dedication to the divine Scriptures,

so that the Gospel of your Son could resound to the ends of the earth,
grant us too, through his intercession,

to nourish ourselves assiduously with the Word of life,

and always testify to it in words and deeds.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ your son, who lives and reigns with You

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

Prayer over the Offerings

Accept, Holy Father, the gifts we present to you with joy,
in memory of Blessed Gabriele Maria,

and open our eyes, because in the breaking of the bread
we may recognize the presence of your Christ,

in which all the Scriptures find fulfilment.

Through Christ our Lord.

11
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Communion Antiphon (Rev. 10:10)

I took the book from the hand of the angel and devoured it:

it was sweet as honey in my mouth.

Prayer after Communion

Father most high, may the Holy Spirit,

of which, in memory of Blessed Gabriele Maria,

you made us share in the table of Christ your Son,
inflame the hearts of your faithful with apostolic ardour,

so that your Word may be spread and glorified to the ends of the earth.
Through Christ our Lord.

First Reading (Isa 52:7-10)

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news,
Announcing peace, bearing good news,

1

announcing salvation, saying to Zion, “Your God is King

Listen! Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy,

For they see directly, before their eyes, the Lord’s return to Zion.

Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem!

For the Lord has comforted his people, has redeemed Jerusalem.

The Lord has bared his holy arm in the sight of all the nations;

All the ends of the earth can see the salvation of our God.

The Word of the Lord.

13
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Responsorial Psalm (Ps 117)

Rx: O Lord, my mouth will proclaim your salvation.

Praise the Lord, all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples! Rx

His mercy for us is strong;

the faithfulness of the Lord is forever. Rx

Gospel Acclamation (Mt 28:19-20)

The Lord said, Go, make disciples of all nations.

And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.

Gospel Acclamation (Mt 28:19-20)

A reading from the Gospel according to St Mark

He said to them, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every
creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not
believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who believe:
in my name they will drive out demons, they will speak new languages. They
will pick up serpents [with their hands], and if they drink any deadly thing,

it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and
took his seat at the right hand of God. But they went forth and preached
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word

through accompanying signs.

The Word of the Lord
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