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Dearly Beloved in Christ,

‘(}he Shepherd's Wessage. ..

-

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

thank the Almighty and everlasting God for

providing all good opportunities to stay
blessed during these hard times. God has
enabled to continue our mission through each
and every one’s individual capacity. In the parish
level, we are able to accomplish our duties and
tasks on time because of the grace of God and
the commitment of each and every one of our
Parish who work as a single family with
enthusiasm and zeal to be a witness of Christ
Jesus. I take this opportunity to thank all
parishioners for their spiritual fervour, help and
participation in the smooth running of our
prayerful life.

Sebastian Times

The last two years, 2020 & 2021 were
very tough in our lives, not only in our outward
life but also in our spiritual life. But I could not
find any slackening in our spirituality. Even
though there were lockdowns and partial
restrictions by the government due to Covid,
we have used all the modern means of
communication and tried to reach out to
everyone with material and spiritual supports -
like medicine and food kits,and made
arrangements for online prayers, worships and
eucharistic celebrations. The Parish Council
members, the Trustees, the Catechism
Department, PTA members, ward members
and our media and choir group, all have
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15th Cross, Malleshwaram, Bangalore

dedicated their heart and soul to maintain our
spiritual flame ever burning and spreading the
light of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today, it is a moment of happiness for all
of us when we are releasing yet another Volume
of Sebastian Times. [ appreciate everyone, the
editorial members, authors and those who
supported with your valuable time, money and
efforts. All of you have worked as a team for
coordinating and creating a warm and congenial
atmosphere for collective endeavour to make
this project a grand success. Each one of you
have in your best of individual capacity,
performed your tasks for the glory of God.

I believe most of the articles are pertaining
to our faith and faith life during the last two years
riddled with pandemic. I hope everyone will
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-dn 15:16
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enjoy reading these articles which would have
the same traits of feelings and reflections which
each one of us have experienced in our lives.

I would like to dedicate this Volume of
Sebastian Times-2022 to all those departed
souls from our parish, especially during the last
two years, and are now with our Lord in
Heaven. Once again, [ thank you all and request
each and every one to read all the articles in
your spare time; then only the purpose of this
periodical will be realised.

Thank you all! Praised be Lord Jesus
Christ!

With Prayers,
Rev. Fr. Mathew Mechirackal, CMF

Vicar
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DearAll,

It is with profound pleasure, humility and
gratitude that [ am penning down this editorial.
We have successfully completed yet another
Volume of SebastianTimes. On behalf of the
Sebastian Times Editorial Team, I would like
to extend a very warm welcome to all the
readers. I take this opportunity to thank our
authors, editors and all sponsors of
advertisements, commemorative and
anniversary posts,all of whom have volunteered
to contribute to the success of this annual
publication.

Sebastian Times attempts to focus through
the eyes of faith on the pandemic situation, and
the turbulence in the church, and try to
understand how we as Catholics rebound
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Fr. Eby Ottakandathil, CMF

ourselves closer to the Son Jesus, and allow
ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit to fulfil
the will of Almighty God, the Father.

Christian life is based on Faith, Hope and
Love in Jesus Christ. But it is not for the first
time, man finds himself'in a dilemma between
faith in God and fad in material things.Man tends
to be confused when faced with critical issues
or life-threatening situations.Moses had to lead
a generation who were grumbling, recalcitrant
and wavering in faith even after experiencing
the mercy of God in the desert. Jesus had to
face amajority of his disciples leaving Him. But
throughout history, we can see people like St.
Peter, who says in John 6.:68 "Lord to whom
we would go; you have the words of eternal
life". Abraham, the father of the faithful,

Sebastian Times



__and the apostles, our early church fathers, the

demonstrated his undaunted faith in God when
he went to Mt. Moriah to sacrifice his only
beloved son.We see Prophet Daniel fasting for
the Israelites in exile. Jesus built his Church on
Peter, the rock, and proved that "Heaven and
earth shall pass but His words will never
pass". In the past,the Church, the mystical body
of Christ, had passed through many vicissitudes
but always Christ being the head of the Church,
and the corner stone of'it, united all His people
in faith and hope. Similarly, in spite of the
ravages of the Covid pandemic on mankind on
one side, and sporadic pandemonium within
some sections of the Church, the core of the
Church had become the oasis for the majority
of the believers.

The main theme of all the articles in this
publication of Sebastian Times touch upon the
issue of faith during the pandemic, and the need
for enriching and safeguarding faith-life among
our children. It is true there were some internal
issues among the shepherds, which the social
media depicted wrongly to defame and degrade
the Christian community. We believe that the
greedy and the disgruntled elements are always
there pondering and plotting to destroy peace
and progress in Christian societies, and with
organized agenda to destroy our faith and
mislead our children.

But we as Christians, cannot always expect
everything favourable to our existence. We
understand our life is riddled with oppositions
and unfavourable situations, many a time, both
within and without. However, with the steadfast
faith as exemplified by Abraham and Moses,

saints and martyrs, and even our own forefathers
and parents, we can grow and make peace and
progress in our earthly life through our faith and
pass on the lights of hope to our children.
The write up by Rev. Fr. Mathew
Panackakuzhy is a best example how concerted
efforts coupled with faith can bring about
success in the face of obstacles. Sr. Vinaya
Thottathil's article explains how the hands of
God is visible even in adverse circumstances.
Mr. Paul's article in Malayalam is a reassurance
in faith. I would like to mention the young
authors who share their journey in faith
formation. Even the short story of a 6th standard
student conveys God's loving response to a
destitute child's prayer. I would like to request
all the readers to go through each and every
article, page by page, and understand it, and
even you can write your opinions to the Chief
editor, so that in the next year's Sebastian
Times, we will include some of the best letters
in a separate page as 'Letters to the Editor',
and also try to incorporate some of your
suggestions for future publications.

SebastianTimes being an annual publication
of our parish, it showcases the culture and
values of our faith life. We have tried to
incorporate all the major events and cover all
aspects of our community. Our focus is the
growth and fulfilment of our faithlife, and I hope,
we could do justice to this fundamental motto.
I once again thank all the parishioners, authors,
editorial members and supporters for the
success of this project.

Wish you all a happy reading!



“Tie more you honor we, the more 1 will bless you”
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Infant Jesus, thank you for all favours and
blessings received by Kalathil family

P.C. Mary, Tito Kalathil, Sheeja Joseph & Asha Mariam
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Thoark you!

The Parishioners of St.Sebastian’s Forane Church wholeheartedly express their
gratitude and appreciation to all Parish Council Members including the Parish
Priests, Trustees and other Members of the previous term for their willingness to
give so freely of their time and energy that have strengthened the mission and
ministry of the Church. Best Wishes to all of you and your families.
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Place for

he long journey full of challenges and

obstacles finally yielded results. After a
prolonged wait, today we have a place of our
own to be used as a Burial Ground for the
Parish.

In brief, we had our existing very small
cemetery at Abhigere that was almost full, and
at times, we had to reuse the tombs to manage
the scarcity. Discussions were held internally at
parish and diocese levels to resolve the matter,
and eventually, we decided to put pressure on
the State Government and Urban/Rural local
self governing bodies, for our eligible right, i.e.
allotment of a piece of land for Burial purpose,
and to proceed with intense focus and
aggressive follow-up until our objective is
achieved.
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ternal
The New Cemetery

Resf..:

Fr.Mathew Panackakuzhy, CMF

To begin with, in July, 2017, we had ajoint
meeting of Parish Priests of St. Sebastian's
Forane Church Mathikere, St. Alphonsa
Forane Church, Sulthanpalaya, St. Thomas
Forane Church, Jalahalli, St. Joseph and St.
Claret Church, Dasarahalli and Mary Matha
Church, Vijayanagar, at St. Sebastian's Forane
Church Mathikere. We discussed in detail
about the plan of action, and decided to move
forward by approaching the State Govenment
through the Minority Department channel.
Later, in August, our team, consisted of Rev.
Frs. Sinoj Pattam, Thomas Thanniyany, Roy
Vattakunnel, Joby Vakkati Puthenpurayil and
myself, together with Mrs. Akkamma, who was
one of the members of the Minority
Development Committee, an advocate by

Sebastian Times




profession and residing at Mathikere, visited
the then Chief Minister Mr.Siddaramaiah at
Vidhana Soudha, and submitted an application
for granting us a plot of land for Burial purpose.
We also submitted a copy of the said
application to Mr. K J George, the then Urban
Development Minister. Mr. K J George
thereafter advised us to meet the DC and to
continue follow up regularly. On his advice, we
visited the DC office multiple times, but we
were given only promises, no action was
initiated on our request.

During our follow-up process, many from
our Parish as well as from other Parishes
supported us in whatever manner possible,
offering their time and energy selflessly. Among
them, Mr. M J Francis of St. Joseph's Ward
was very keen to accompany us to the Taluk
office at Yelehanka, to the D C office at KG

Road near Mysore Bank Circle, and also to
the Corporation office to meet the Mayor.
Trustees of Jalahalli Parish, Mr. Georgekutty
and team, had also joined us to visit these offices.
There were occasions that we had to wait in
these offices for hours to meet the Tahsildar
and D C. Many a time, we had to return without
meeting the Officers though we had prior
appointments to meet them.

Despite the many obstacles, we pursued
the matter with conviction. As a next step, we
used the good relationship of Mr.Bobby
Mathew of St. John's Ward, who had
acquaintance with Mr. M Anand, Dy. Mayor,
Mr. Hanumaanthe Gowda, Ex-President
Byatarayanapura Nagara Sabha and also with
Mr. Srinivas Raju, Ex-President Byatarayanapura
Nagara Sabha. Mr. Bobby Mathew
accompanied me occasionally to the D C office,
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and also to the Taluk office. I wholeheartedly
appreciate his efforts and the time that he had
spared for us to speed up the process.

Things hardly moved, and if at all, moved
at a snail's pace. In mid 2018, Mr. K J David
of St. George Ward voluntarily came forward
to explore the possibility of trying it out using
the influence of Mr. Veerappa Moily, MP.
Mr. K J Robert was then the Personal Assistant
of Mr.Veerappa Moily. In addition to the
existing applications and documentations, we
prepared a new set of applications, and
submitted them to Mr. K J George as well as
to Mr. Veerappa Moily. It was indeed an
unrelenting struggle for two years.

Defying the odds, and once the land was
allotted to us, the MLA of the area raised some
objections, and therefore,we, alongwith
Mr. K J David, had to run back and forth again
to the D C office and Taluk office to clear the
hurdles, and finally to get the land in our
name.On the course, we have been helped by
many good souls. Late Mr. V D Varghese, and
Mr. PU John, Trustees 0of 2019, extended their
sincere support and assistance to this project
in every manner possible. Late Mr. V D
Varghese was there with us then to put up the
name board in the land, to measure the land
and also to lay the boundary markings.
Thankfully remembering him always.

Incidently, when we commenced the land
development work in 2019, to our surprise, we
were served with a notice stating that the said
land belonged to the Wakf Board of the
Muslims. It was a big blow to us and to our
struggle, but we were reluctant to give up. Again
Mr.Robert intervened, and myself along
withMr.K J David,visited the Chairman of the
Wakf Board, and had discussions for a
permanent solution. The discussions did not
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yield any result, rather we realized the fact that
we need to move forward legally. Therefore,
we contacted Mr. K Mathai, KAS, and sought
his advice. He introduced us to Adv. Nidhin,
who was a very efficient lawyer handling such
cases. Weeks later, Adv. Nidhin secured an
Injunction Order from the District Court, and
thereafter, we proceeded with the land
development work. Enormous difficulties along
the way; and everything appeared to be against
us.The concerned Police Officers even refused
to accept the Injunction Order that we had
obtained from the District Court. However, with
the timely intervention of Adv. Nidhin, we could
resolve all intermittent issues. He visited the
police station personally, and held discussions
with the Officers, that facilitated us to continue
the construction work. I whole heartedly
appreciate the expertise and efforts of Adv.
Nidhin, with whose support we could go ahead
with the work hassle free. He was always with
us extending his helping hands in all respects,
for which we are thankful to him beyond words.
I also take this opportunity to thank Mr. Sunny
Thomas and Mr. Vinoth Vincent, who were
Trustees in 2019-21. They visited the police
station and the advocate's office several times
during the course, and supported the activities
regularly. [ am also grateful to Mr. K J David,
as also appreciate his hard work,dedication and
determination due to which we could expedite
the process for land allotment.

Soon after, we completed the compound
wall construction and carried out the allied land
development work. Around December, 2020,
we initiated the partition activities of the land,
and divided the land into 6 parts,depending on
the number of families in these five parishes,
and an individual portion to the Diocese.
Subsequently, during April, 2021, we also
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commenced the tomb construction work with  road to the Cemetery. We also acknowledge
aview to complete the activities swiftly so that ~ with gratitude the many support and assistance
the parish could start using the facilitiesasand ~ provided by Mr.Shiv Kumar, Managing
when needed. Director of Vijaya constructions,without which

On 1st July, 2021, I left the Parish, and the Cemetery would not have looked so
Rev.Fr.Mathew Mechirackal took over the beautiful and organized as we see it today.
charge. On a successful note, all the aforesaid T have, hopefully, not missed anyone to thank
five churches have jointly continued the specifically, and if so, I take this opportunity to
construction work, and now is in rapid  thank them for being part of this journey. I also

progress. Fr. Mathew Mechirackal, with the  jsh youall the very best in your life. May God
support of the Trustess, Mr. Sunny Thomas,  Bjess You.

Mr. VT Joyson, Mr. Jimmy Alexander and Mr.
Bejoy Jose had now completed the
construction of a road inside the Cemetery, and
also are in the process of constructing an

Indeed, it was a long journey full of
challenges and obstacles, but eventually ended
up successfully in our favour.I bow my head

approach road to the Cemetery. Meanwhile, ~and thank God, The Almighty, for the blessings

we are very grateful to Mr. Velu, the Councillor ~ and guidance that we have received over these
of the area, who spoke to the concerned area ~ Y©4rs, until the successful attainment pfow long-
Engineer, and to the Leaders of the area, and ~ awaited goal; the allotment of a Burial Ground-

obtained us the permission to use the approach "4 Place for Eternal Rest.” 1

Thomas P. M.

DOB : 20 Feb 1956
DOD : 10 Dec 2021

Although he causes grief,

he will have compassion according
to the abundance of his steadfast love

Lamentations 3:32




A Joumey Qn the
Path of Salvalmn

welve years! it seems like only yesterday
that we started our catechism classes.

But yes indeed! twelve years we all have
had an amazing journey where we were not
only filled with holiness but were also moulded
by the beloved hands of our teachers. I still
remember that when [ was in my st grade, my
parents and my sister accompanied me to the
church, and took me to the catechism class
where only a few girls were present but it had a
large number of boys. But when the teacher
arrived, she gave us a big smile that made us
forget our fears. From then on, our life began
to change. We all received our text books. The
first text book which we received was 'God
the Creator'. Through this book, we learnt how
God created the world in six days, and took
rest on the seventh day. Besides the text book,
we also had our seniors who would come and
teach us prayers that we recite in the Holy
Qurbana. Like this, every year, we had different
text books, which gave us knowledge on how
Godhad created Adam and Eve, our first
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parents, and we also learned that He is the one
who gave uslife.

Later when we reached our middle
school,as we have grown, many doubts arose
in our mind as to "Why Jesus gave His life on
the cross?","Who were the apostles?" etc.
However, our teachers gave us answers
explaining how God sent His Son to save the
mankind. With this, we all understood that God
loves everyone unconditionally.

As years passed by, we reached the High
school. Here we would all do assignments
relating to how church became the mystical
body of Christ, and how we have become the
worshipping and missionary community. Our
teachers filled us with enthusiasm saying that
when we pray for help, God would be happy
to help us. We also collected money on Mission
Sundays, and donated to orphanages. There
were many programmes conducted by the
church to increase our faith in catholic church
like outreach programmes, carol singing, bible
quiz, bible elocution, etc.
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Once, we visited Akashaparavagal
Ashram, where the differently abled people
were taken care of. When we, the students met
them, and became friendly with them, they were
all filled with happiness and joy. We also played
and danced with them. While we were
returning, we learned that God appears in
different forms, and that we have to be spiritually
filled with grace to feel His presence in
everything.

When we reached our eleventh grade, the
situation in the whole world changed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. As a result, there was a
nationwide lockdown where no one could step
out of their houses. Therefore, our catechism
teachers joined hands and started teaching us
online. This time the teachers took a different
approach for teaching catechism 1i.e., using
Powerpoint presentations and videos relating
to the lessons. This made the topics
understandable more effectively, and helped us
to grow, and follow God in a more meaningful
way. Our teachers also guided us
psychologically and helped us to grow
spiritually. This was a time where many of us
lost our near and dear ones. . .but our teachers
always have played the role of our mentors and
led us in the right path.

Finally, we all entered the twelfth grade,
where we became the super seniors for the
whole catechism group. Though this is the time
when we have more responsibilities in our daily
lives, we should not go away from the virtues
of God. During this time, our teachers also
conducted entertainment activities like mono
acting, skit, group singing etc., and all of us were
very happy to participate in these events both
online and offline.

In these twelve years, many teachers came
into our lives and explained the Word of God
in different ways. But all the teachers mainly
conveyed the unforgettable message,"God may
appear in many forms,and that we have to
respect all people without differences, no matter
young or old". We also should try to proclaim
the Word of God to others so that the Kingdom
of God may flourish and there would be peace
and harmony among us.

"Thanks" is a small word, but when we say
it wholeheartedly, it gives happiness to others. ...

I'would like to thank all my teachers, who
have helped me to be filled with the Holy Spirit,
and made me grow in the path of salvation. They
taught me that "with God,all things are
possible..." U
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Mr. Joshi Korath

1st January, 1965 - 16th May, 2021

__gig__

"Here am |, the servant of the Lord: let it be with me
according to your word."
Luke 1: 38.

"Papa, thanks for always being there for
us. You'll be fondly and lovingly be
remembered forever! "

- Tejas, Family & Friends -
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Challenges of
Light of our Journey of Faith
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Covip -19, a tiny microscopic virus took
the whole world into its grips from March,
2020. This tiny virus that could only be seen
through the microscopic lenses travelled quickly
across the world but yet, today we as Catholics
know and believe how much more quickly God,
who cannot be seen even under the best of
microscopic human mind, is able to invent
pristine new things through which He reveals
"His eternal power and divine nature"(Romans
1:20) that can be experienced ever so deeply
and personally by each one of us. It is true, the
Corona virus struck humanity like a thunder bolt
from heaven to earth and paralyzed all human
pride in the technical advancement of our times
and achievements in science, medicine, and
technology. This traumatic experience has led
human beings to acknowledge God's
power,and humble themselves before the mighty
(or the Almighty) God.

Sebastian Times

ovid -1

£1)

9inth¢h

Sr. Vinaya Thottathil, SMI

Throughout history we can see, God has
been giving some glimpses of His desire to
make men go back to Him. When human beings
face difficulties and calamities like earthquake,
fire, floods, tsunami, sickness and so on, they
are as it was awoken from their comfort zones
and busy schedules to take time to turn to God,
and extend themselves to help each other. The
experience of the horror may remain with us
like a nightmare, but the discrimination on the
basis of caste, ethnicity and religion, the gap
between rich and the poor has decreased.
Families and friends desired to remain closer;
the spirit of aggression and fight is replaced with
the desire to remain united. Arrogant and
stubborn hearts have mellowed down into kind
and compassionate hearts, and evil desires
transformed into desire for doing good.
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True, it is painful to see that the traditional
or the usual form of worship with physical
participation of people had been changed by
the closure of the Churches, mosques, temples
and places of pilgrimage. However, most of us
would agree that the spirit of prayer in small
units like the families, the prayer groups and
closed communities have increased.

Being the victims of lockdowns, the
children have become dependent much on the
electronic gadgets for their online classes. We
are well aware that electronic gadgets with
internet connectivity can be used to do good
for ourselves, to open up avenues of new
learning, to foster good relationships and to
remain connected.At the same time, we are well
aware of the ill effects of too much screen time
on human body as well as the dangers of
unsupervised exposure that can create wrong
impressions on the tender minds of children.
Faced with this challenge, the elders and parents
have a greater role to play in the lives of children.
The personal formation that took place in the
schools and the classrooms is replaced by the
formation in family units and small groups -
almost comparable to the early 'Guru Chela'
formation. Remaining in good relationship with
large groups might be reduced but this willgive
new ways of being more intensely close to each
other and spending quality time sharing, listening
and praying together.

Two years of fighting the pandemic have
almost destroyed the economy of the country.
The pain, suffering death and bereavement have
taken its toll on many families. The number of
poor is on the rise. So many have lost their only
earning member in the family and many have
spent all their savings to keep alive their dear
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ones, and so many have sold their hard-earned
belongings especially house and property to
keep themselves alive - a horrible challenge to
face to come back to normal life.

However, history has proved that despite
all the losses, we come back successfully. During
the World War II,Japan had suffered great loss
but within a very short time of concerted efforts,
they bounced back powerfully.Unlike the war
which divides humanity, the collective
experience of the pandemic and the resultant
confidence, trust, unity, peace and the good
relationship has already sown the seed that will
grow amidst the various kinds of evil (weeds),
giving way to quality of thinking and living. If
COVID - 19 was in the plan of God, good
quality of living is also the design of God. We
hope and pray.

Due to the publicity on dangers of the
COVID-19, practically many have developed
anxiety, fear and depression,which in a way led
many to discover new ways both physical and
spiritual to protect themselves from dangers.
Such issues also have brought people closer as
i small social circles or units like families, close
friends rather than in large gatherings. The small
units have learnt to pray together, eat and share
together. They have learnt to work together and
encourage addressing together the evils in the
society. It is a challenge for the Church to
encourage this spirit.

Church, the mystical body of Christ, is
also the"assembly" of the people whom God
has called together"from ends of the earth" and
people are the ones who form the building
blocks of the church. Like the early Church,
even today, when all the activities, with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, begin from the
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people,they are the ones to be encouraged and
supported to flourish in faith. Then only the
church would grow in strength and power.

Pain, fear, anxiety, loss of life, poverty, loss
ofjobs, loss of family support, and many other
painful, hurtful losses have caused great deal
of damage, sometimes irrepressible damage.
Itis a great challenge for the church to handle
these losses, hurts and pains creatively, to lead
to inner healing and freedom. Besides the
physical healing,it would be a great service to
focus on inner healing as this might be good
support to regain the inner strength and grow
spiritually. Much of this is already taking place
in families meaningfully through family prayers,
family gatherings, sharing among two or more
families, parents spending more time with
children and the like. Like the early Church a
smaller church, a family church is evolving.
Perhaps this might mean creatively helping
persons to healing reconciliation detouring from
the usual.

Materially there is much sharing among
persons from the lower income groups. May
be little or nothing from the rich to the poor. It
is not an easy task to encourage sharing. During
the lockdown, many have learnt to share what
they had. Can we not let this spirit continue so
that the poor will not remain where they are or

Happy maigied lele
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become poorer but will rise to contribute to
creatinga better and more equitable society?

Though Catholics are a small group yet we
are united to build our nation by providing quality
education, quality medical care and quality
selfless social service without considering caste,
ethnicity and religion. With so many institutions,
we can be a good source of power to build not
only spirituality butthe economy as well. During
the pandemic, some Christian institutions and
churches have reached out in supplying food
and other resources to help people and also to
motivate them to grow their own food and to
utilize their own lands, which has also the benefit
of caring for the earth and creating a clean
environment. Many families have come together
to join hands to cultivate collectively and to
grow their own food.Some of them have also
helped by giving laptop and internet connection
to those who required it to do their work from
home so that they can be with their children
while working. These initiatives may not sound
great but certainly give us a greater sense of
changing our lives for the better spiritually,
socially, emotionally and physically and put us
on a sure path towards true values of solidarity
as Christians. May every small step we take in
this direction help us in strengthening our Faith,
living our Hope enabling us to journey together
in Love.
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May the joy of your wedding be just the start of
your incredible journey. You are perfect for each other and can look forward
to a life of happiness by one another's side
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"Faith formation is more than a subject to
be taught - It is an invitation to a way of
life." - Joe Paprocki

My catechism classes from 1% to 12"
standard were the most memorable ones in my
life. I always used to look forward to attending
classes and I always felt satisfied after the
classes. Our teachers taught all of us good moral
values and that gave us a beautiful perspective
in our way of life. It was not merely from the
book that we were able to increase our faith in
the Lord but also through the values taught by
our Catechism teachers and our Parish. Faith
formation nurtures our heart and mind. The
Word of God enlightens our wisdom. With this
wisdom,and through our good works and
deeds, we will be able to spread the gospel to
the World.

Evangelization or proclaiming the Good
News of Christ is not just a matter of preaching
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but showing kindness and doing charity to the
needy. Every year we would visit orphanages
and old age homes, and help them by providing
essential items and money. The teachers would
help us in collecting the required daily
necessities and encourage all of us to donate
money from our savings. We also used to put
on some small programmes, using our talents,
making all the inmates to have big smiles on
their faces before we leave the institutions.

"Faith brings all the benefits of
salvation into our lives." (Ephesians 2:8-9).
Through Christ we attain salvation. Our
teachers made sure to inspire us to grow in the
understanding and knowledge of our Catholic
beliefs and practices,and [ was able to clear all
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of my doubts related to the Catholic Church.
Owing to all the efforts that our teachers had
put in for teaching us about our faith, I got
moulded into a better human and I was able to
face all the trials the world threw in to me. When
I faced problems affecting my faith, the morals
and values which were instilled in me helped
me to overcome all of them. [ am really grateful
to my teachers and my parish for helping me in
my journey towards the path of salvation.

When faced with adversity, I pray
wholeheartedly during the Holy Qurbana. Ever
since 1st standard, during mass, our teachers
would always keep an eye on us and would
always remind us to join our hands. Because

of this, I am able to absorb myself into the
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mysteries of the Holy Qurbana and I would
really feel the goodness in attending mass."If
you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord"
and believe in your heart that God raised
Him up from the dead, you will be saved."”
(Romans 10:9). Our teachers had given us
classes for confession and always helped us
prepare for it. Confession promotes the
healthiest kind of self-acceptance and self-love,
and we are encouraged to see ourselves as God
sees us, as we truly are, with nothing hidden
and with no false pretenses, and it helps us to
grow into stronger Christians.

Faith formation in these 12 years helped
me a lot. [ will help other people in the society
by using all the knowledge and wisdom I have
gained. I wish to teach Catechism to children. (1
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Christ is

The Answer...

""Do you not know that in a race all the

runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run
in such a way as to get the prize."(1 Cor
9:24)

Yes, my dear friends, we are called to run
this race of our life aiming at the ineffable prize
of eternity in heaven. In the present scenario of
the COVID-19 pandemic, we must be bold
enough to see everything through the eyes of
faith. It is true that there are many challenges
that have come in the way of practising our
faith,but the promise that "nothing can separate
us from the love of Christ" gives us hope.

The greatest treasure of the Catholic
Church is the sacramental life, and at its heart
is the Eucharist. The Catholic Bishops'
Conference of England identifies the challenges
we face today as follows:

* Those who have lost the habit of
coming to Church and who may be anxious of
doing so - here it is our duty to give reassurance
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and sensitively invite them back to the Church
community.

* There are those who will have re-
assessed their pattern of life and priorities. The
practice of faith within the community of the
Catholic Church may not be among those
priorities. A gap may have opened up, or
widened, between the spiritual dimension of their
lives and any communal expression of that
spiritual quest - This group represents particular
focus and concern for our outreach.

* There are those whom we might
describe as the "COVID Curious" - those who
have come into contact with the Catholic
Church through our presence on the internet -
a contact we may be able to develop through
our continuing presence across diverse media
platforms.

We need to bring back the Holy Eucharist
to the centre of our lives and proclaim this boldly
to those who say that online Holy Mass is 'ok’
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even after the lockdown restrictions are
removed. We have a great responsibility of
handing over our faith to the coming
generations. Parents must be aware of the need
for Catechism classes for their children and
co-operate in every way possible, just as they
take interest in academics. The missionary
activities of the various associations in the parish
are inevitable to proclaim Christ and witness to
the Gospel. The active participation of each
family in the parish activities is the greatest

witness we can give to our non-Christian
brethren about Christian love and unity.

So, my dear friends, let us stay united to
the Catholic Church as St. Paul reminds us,
"Therefore, as you have received Christ
Jesus, the Lord, walk in Him, having been
deeply rooted and now being continually
built up in Him and established in your faith,
just as you were taught, and overflowing in

it with gratitude."( Col 2:6-7) U

“The stone that the builders rejected has become

the chief cornerstone” [Psalm 128:22]

Wishing you a lifetime of
happiness together and a love
that grows stronger with each day
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Philipp KJ

he calling bell rang at around 2.30 am. The

boy woke up from his deep sleep and in
no time guessed the worst thing had happened.
He ran down the staircase. And there was the
old man on the bed and the aged lady on wheel
chair was close to him. The home nurse,
apparently nervous, was attending to him. The
old man was gasping for breath. The boy rouse
to the occasion.Told the nurse to make some
warm water, she immediately went to the
kitchen, the boy followed her. She told him that
she was scared. She said, "Good that you
came". She heated the water and brought in a
bowl. The boy checked the warmth of the water
and adding a pinch of sugar,spoon-fed the
man.He had read somewhere that warm water
help ease breathing, removing the mucus in
throat. The man gulped about three spoonful's

40

The Story of a
Centenarian

eagerly, then the fourth draft he spat out.
Immediately he rose up straight as if powered
by an actuator and sat on bed with legs
stretched, gasping, his face turned dark-blueish,
he stretched himself 180 degrees straight and
then bentlike a bow. The boy gently rubbed
the man's chest and stroked smoothly and told
him not to worry in his ear. Within seconds,he
breathed his last and gave up his life with a
sound. Definitely the man was fighting to hold
back his life or wrestling with his soul. The old
lady herself under geriatric care and on
wheelchair cried in a soft wailful voice, lamenting
she had none any more.

Everything had happened the way he
wanted, pondered the boy. He fixed the calling
bell not long before. It was very recently fixed.
The old man had told the previous day that he
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would fix a calling bell so that he can call the
boy by pressing it whenever he feels uneasiness.
He had done what he planned. The boy was
still mystified who would have pressed the bell.
The man wanted to live upto 106 years. "Why
do you stop at 106 and why cannot live upto
107 or 110 years?" the boy asked. He
said,"after sixth the seventh is for resting. [ have
to rest with Jesus". He had peculiar answers
for everything. When the boy accompanied him
to the 'Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral', the
centenarian said he will not be there to celebrate
the festival, the next year. The boy asked him
why? He said, "I think so". Then he took the
boy to the cemetery, at one side of the church
yard. There were plenty of tomb stones,
decorated in shining marbles, each with
inscriptions of Date of Birth and Date of Death,
titled withlong full name with family name. He

showed his brothers' tombs with names
engraved in marble. He began to introduce them
to the boy.The boy could not listen properly as
he was brooding over this old man's large
wealthy family members. How rich they were
all and now they all lay under this cold marble
stones!

This old man has a lot of money and
property, the boy knew.The old man told the
boy, "If you bring a business proposal I will
invest". The boy had no business mind and
according to the boy business is doing things
without sincerity; and money corrupts men. The
centenarian said,"Business is not cheating".
'Business transaction is transparent,truthful
action". He said he had done business in
jewellery. His ancestors were traders in gold
jewellery.
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This old man had very good knowledge
about every subject. He was a good reader.
He had a slanting chair very ergonomically
arranged with reading light fixed on the wall so
that during the night, when he did not get sleep,
he would read books. He said,"Aging is
engaging more and more with spirituality. As
one grows old, he gets clarity on all things like
the universe, soul, life on earth etc. Aging is like
a banana tree grows;after bearing fruits, the
leaves lose their greencolourand become
yellowish and dry up. In the process the fruit
becomes ripe and spread fragrance and attract
the attention of birds, squirrels and flies; and
they come and eat. All fruit bearing trees and
plants are like that. They exist for bearing fruits
or grains for man and other animals to eat.
However, human beings are more concerned
about eating and enjoyingthroughout their life.
But as years pass, human beings also grow
old,and their muscles wither and weaken, and
dry up like plants; that is when their souls
become discernible and shine with wisdom. This
wisdom is the fruit of a human's body, which he
passes on to his children and younger
generation for their benefit in future life". He
used to say that the universe is like a large
cauldron filled with globular things of different
magnitudes. He said take a cauldron or big
bucket. First you fill it up with some tubers like
yam and pumpkins; then you put some potatoes
and lemon. Again, put some gooseberry; and
then fill it up with some pies and at last some
mustards. He said the planet earth is just like
one of the mustard seeds in the cauldron. The
boy wondered. This old man had a peculiar
way to explain things.

He said, "Whatever you learn in your whole
life is just the size of one fourth of your palm.
What you still have to learn is the size of the
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vast ocean". One day he said the wisdom of
modern science gives only as much light to man
as that of three candles. People on earth are
boasting the modern discoveries and level of
education which is able to shed merely as much
light as that of three candles lighted together.
Some years back men's knowledge was able
to give as much light as that of two candles.
After some decades,it will be as much as four
candles' light. Nothing more than that. When
you look at the vast universe, the human
knowledge is very limited. With this limited
knowledge man boasts himself as
indomitable.He had such a good idea on
everything. And even regarding his death, he
had some understanding and calculation, the boy
wondered.

Now his body lay there; may be still warm.
The boy went out to call his friend. His friend
came to his support. They both together walked
nearly one kilometre to the house where his
youngest daughter and husband along with their
two daughters were living. It was around 4.30
AM when the boy and his friend reached the
centenarian's youngest daughter's house. It was
a big house with nice garden in front of the
house, very spacious. Only very rich families
can afford such big houses in the heart of a
metropolitan city. The boy pressed the bell
switch. The man came out and the boy
conveyed the news of the centenarian's death.
The man asked,"what time?". The boy said it
was around 3.00 AM. The boy said to him to
inform the centenarian's other children also. The
man quietly said,"I will come" and went inside
closing the large carved wooden door behind.

When it was around 7 AM the day was
bright; the boy went back to the house of the
centenarian. There were some gentlemen in
clean dress and children well dressed as if they
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are attending some special celebration. By this
time some big cars stopped before the house.
And some stout ladies well-dressed in sarees,
alighted from the cars. One of the men told to
open the iron-almirah, but the key was not to
be seen. One man suggested to call Ramu, a
skilful blacksmith who was renowned for
opening any door whose key was lost.
Somebody rushed out. The boy peeped inside
through the window and found the dead
centenarian's body lay there on a wooden cot
unattended, lifeless and lonely, in the same attire
when he died. May be some beautician is
expected to come and dexterously dress it up.
The men were still busy with opening the iron-
almirah. They were eager to see whether there
was any Will document. The boy went out. The
nurse was not to be seen anywhere.

Later, the boy came to know the funeral
service was fixed on the same day at 4 PMat
the Our Lady of LourdesCathedral. The boy
went to attend the ceremony. There were
surprisingly a large crowd of people; all big
businessmen and rich men and family in posh
cars. The boy was not able to go near the coffin
which was made of high-quality polished wood.
The funeral service was conducted by nine
priests in glorious vestures. The boy standing
far behind the crowd remembered the last
words of the Centenarian that he will not be
there to celebrate the next year's church festival.

Being unpopular, the boy felt he was an
odd one in the crowd of great men of money
and power. Suddenly,in his mind, he felt a
strange feeling of gladness and pride that he
was the closest living being of this great
centenarian who seems to be so important for
these multitude of men and women.He felt that
these men of riches and power are just like
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swarms of flies buzzing around the dead man.
What is the level of hypocrisy man had learned
in the name of civilisation and progress? When
he was alive, walking and talking, where were
these men and women? The boy felt a peculiar
proud of himself. He came back to the house
and took bath and rested on his bed for a while.
He was very tired as he was woken up on that
day around 2.30 am. He slept; what time, he
did not know.

The next day, he went out in the morning
as usual. He returned around 6.00 PM.There
were all the five daughters of the deceased,
sitting around the old widowed lady and talking
about tips to reduce their weight. One was
jokingly telling the other not to sit on the cot as
it may break down under her weight.
Overhearing their talk, the boy walked up the
steps of the staircase to his attic room.

At around 7 PM the eldest daughter
accompanied by one of her siblings came and
told the boy that he should find some other
house as they will be taking their mother to one
of their houses. The boy said yes. Immediately,
he went out and hired an autorickshaw. He
packed his scanty belongings and went out
saying good bye to the ladies. The ladies were
looking at this young hero aghast, with a mixed
feeling of surprise and reverence. For he was
the quiet companion of their beloved aged
father, and helped him when they were away in
their comfortable houses with their families.
Now this boy is just leaving the place not asking
even some petty wages for his services; not
even bothered to check what the old man had
written in his Will document, whether the old
man had bequeathed some of his property to
him ornot? The ladies watched the boy entering
the auto and vanishing into the darkness.

Sebastian Times



D(0800%: (9% SI008Y
easu@Im Ml

“DDCOMIBo WEaN0QID TVaNOW]2))
D(DCOMIBo HOBQUNADAN MSO]
a8an)2lejp@alos mloanaan 2wdom]
D(DCOMIBo WEa00Q AVa0IW]a))”

Moo MGEa|owd @)AIWITE aldh@ajauyous
?)Elo MOBM)E|N0® Rlailmoaimns.glensns
BSAN)Caldd)EGMNIUD, HOBAUNBNBIONS OS2l
2[0S0, (AI®IDUW)o, DUBHHOPaIW)o, DGMO
@0QIAN0 af)lald:002001dlenemenan ailuo)eb
al0eea’@la00 Mo 93enIWlaleeyam).
0f)CaDAV)MV 3:15-16 “GIYh O3 DG [0U3 @I2
)9S BImeBBo6M. MIBBR)OS TVIWo al)d
GPAOD)0 (2 IGWILRMe[S) 01 l5”

Rlallmo og)amo@d, mmyes KRIailo
eewell, @romlYwaemIcdalo, allamonmI,
(QUIBODMOTD] af)Lloo af)S}Om)B06M16e)
M@I6M. (Al@Id)el TVOa0aI0L68BS)0, (Al
aquaWleeIg6EBs)o, EGMAIESMEININ)EMINUD, Mo
al®01Ga|0H0)®). H006Mo “©e3Qlo MANOS

Sebastian Times

A

QIG3IVEI HRCOIo

2

RIDID)o BPBWAN2IWV] MA2)OS B)OSWYNE
V& 13oMm Mo 46:1. BWOMEHRAOW NaOIMIO]
)OS MSYQIE3 alGlEITMDIHIND UdIANAD
)0, (1OBMOMIMIO®OIW)o, 30600 3lal
avalje R1ailen)aI0m 6eBAlc MO E:H6]
H9)IM). HOBAUOMINM RIAUMBS AU INOOD
2)0)0HaIS1a))9H06ME M2AEN@HANW0 BQ)
83018H0)0 HOWOLANO (AIMIOUDWI0 MTIH)
QI3 (VOailH6) .

BRI 25:4 “@R6EE aldQUQ[SQUBCH
CH05W)o BONBHG @Qy@@gﬁaﬂ @RAUD DO
2 )88 @PEWQNAEIT. Od:0S)8:09108 VHI3)E
Qoo OH05)o00Ilellel @amejo, MI12iad
G5V 21101WSIH) D 6)5>05)&%09)
GaloeLIwoem”

996ASIMOWIM MEMADOIN Ail5)0E:0
S)9)d. Kaleaeneno BEMOMINMEaLNo
@RUWIBH00MBB MVBQJUOHDM)o, TVAQL610)0
MW)o, MABQYQIL WAV HOBAIOHDTNWIEIT
M0 @RYOIWIENAND), BRMIOB:IENS MI0 AG]

45



ajoeno, Rlailajoenoe ©eBUCMIM 88 U@
@OaN. MAMOS (al®OUD DD GRIOHOMILN)
88 aavlene @oel «llemmewo;

“acﬂeﬂgjﬂ, 3:20-21 - BDAH20Q@) 20
@G 2/1aM]H0)aD). af) ANO@T M) OS
alDO®Io MVIBYEMILIEM. @PANSS M B0)
OBHBOM, HCOMOAIW GW DY (1T D)
Ailom, M0 HoOM]0196)N). TVHLIHOMW)0

KM Porinchu 30/Jan/2020
Michael Augustine 30/Jan/2020
Lucy Baby Ukken 18/Apr/2020
Mary Vadakken 16/Jul/2020
DavisK R 22/Jul/2020
Antony Joseph M 07/Sep/2020
Jacob K'J 15/Sep/2020
K A Varghese 02/0ct/2020
Xavier Thomas 25/0ct/2020
Thomas K J 26/0ct/2020
Celina Thomas 28/Nov/2020
Shoji Thomas 17/Dec/2020
Mariyam Jacob 31/Dec/2020
Bilwin Biju 14/Feb/2021
Rosy Joseph 24/Feb/2021
- Kunjamma Antony 16/Apr/2021

@MI09) 19005) 03 B F1W)AD PBDTIST
@PQI8 M22YOS B)B6nPI PO TPOOD GPAIOAF
200®IN)BB VO100CaIIOL] @)aldANOD[S)
@m)o”

M OEOMIBo MY MIINIAOMI® &A@
@20il0) AVE®I@EBBUS @RAa{lalod06ms
“DVewoalnlanod @) Vo) »lwowlol

9905” a

Chinnamma Joseph 16/Apr/2021
Mathew TV 07/May/2021
M J Antony 10/May/2021
Varghese VD 14/May/2021
Lilly Fernandes 23/May/2021
Mary John 15/Jul/2021
Joshua Joseph 19/Sep/2021
PV Thomas 14/0ct/2021
P M Thomas 10/Dec/2021
Regina Paul 10/Jan/2022
Devassy PL 05/Feb/2022
Rappai CD 17/Feb/2022
Rosy Joy 07/Apr/2022
James M V 16/Apr/2022
Chackochan PA 25/Apr/2022
2"




al

Sadhika Paul (Class VI)

It was a bright Sunday morning. Everyone
was joyful except little John. John was an
orphan who was thrown out of an orphanage
that day because he was naughty and was
troubling the other orphans every day. Stealing
food, fighting with inmates and destroying
objects formed his everyday fun.

Feeling lonely, he walked along the streets
until he was completely exhausted. He sat down
on the footpath, and started thinking of what
he had been doing all these years. He was very
sad and felt sorry for what he had been
doing."Why did I do this? I could have been a
happy child at the orphanage. Why did I trouble
my friends?", he said tearfully. He wished if he
had parents to take care of him, and had ahome
to stay. Immediately, another question aroused
in his mind - "Who are my parents and where
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You are!Mine...

is my home?" At that time, an old man was

passing along the street, and seeing John alone

at the footpath, he went and asked him, "Little

boy, why are you sitting here?" John replied,

"Uncle, I do not know where my parents are

nor do I have a house. I'm an orphan". The old

man looked at the boy thoughtfully for a
moment, sadly murmuring something to himself
and walked away slowly.

Not knowing as to what to do and where

to go, John started walking towards a big
building along the street. As he neared the
building, he realized that it was a Church. People
were coming out of the Church after the Holy

Mass, and they were happily chit-chatting.
Being an innocent orphan child, John started

weeping. He peeped into the church, and after

ensuring that nobody was inside, he walked
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towards the Crucifix. He knelt down in front of
Jesus, and started crying bitterly. Minutes and
hours passed; John did not get up nor did he
stop crying. By the time, a priest noticed the
crying boy, and came towards him. John
narrated his life to the priest, and the priest
hugged him lovingly, and consoled him saying
that Jesus loves him and has heard his prayers
at that very moment.

Wiping his tears, John came out of the
church, and started walking along the street.
He felt as if he was not alone in this world.
Within no time, he observed the old man whom
he had met a few hours ago, coming towards
him. "Where were you little child? I was
searching for you here and there.", the old man
exclaimed. He then hugged the child, and asked
him whether he could be with them as their son.
He added that he and his wife had no children,

VAY

and hence they would like to have John as their
son, to love and to be loved, and to live with
them for the rest of his life. John was completely
overwhelmed, and was not able to understand
what was happening in his life. Soon he realized
that Jesus heard his cry, and He started directing
his life. John was extremely happy and began
to thank Jesus for His blessings. He followed
the old man who also was filled with joy at the
mercy of the Lord who gave them a son for
being happy and peaceful in their old age. John
lived with the elderly couple as their own son,
enjoying their love, and in return, he loved them
as well, and took care of them as his own
parents. John always remembers as to how
Jesus came to his rescue when he was in deep
distress, and he never fails to thank Him and
praise Him for all the blessings He had

bestowed on him.
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Rosy Joy

DOD : 07-04-2022

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s.”

(Romans 14:8)
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Celine Maria Francis

"In the beginning when God created the

heavens and the earth, the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters"
[Genesis 1:1-2]

The Word of God was the source of life; it
brought about light in the world, dispelling the
darkness of the earth, which was formless and
desolate. God filled the earth with marvelous
things which dazzle our senses. The design of
the creation points to the designer, the master-
mind behind this amazing Universe! The mighty
mountains, the tiny trees, lovely plants, sweet

Sebastian Times

Icons of Faith in the
Darkness of Life

fragrance of various flowers, water cascades,
colorful rainbow, countless stars, burning sun,
soothing moon, streams, and rivers, all reflect
the beauty and power of an incomprehensible
God. Who can distrust such a God who wrote
"3 billion letter software codes in the DNA
molecule of every human cell", and knows
everything, even our innermost thoughts? None!
We trust. We have faith in the mighty God, who
can transform the entire world with His majestic
power.

In the midst of Covid- 19 pandemic,
mankind has been undergoing great trials and
tribulations. It has deeply affected all aspects
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of human life, physical, financial, emotional,
mental and spiritual. From the clutches of
Covid- 19 pandemic, the entire world is now
slowly recovering and let us say with
Psalmist:"Even though I walk through the
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with
me; Your rod and your staff- they comfort
me." (Psalm 23:4)

Mother Mary is the greatest role-model
of faith. During the entire life time of Jesus on
earth, she was firm in her faith even though she
had to face lots of struggles and critical
situations. Even the most excruciating passion
of her beloved son could not shake her faith.
Clouds of pain, misunderstandings, sorrows,
overwhelmed her life, but the sunshine of faith
dispelled all those dark clouds. She enlightened
everybody around her, especially when she
visited her cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-45), at
the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11) and when
she sat in prayer along with the frustrated
disciples of Jesus after his death(Acts 1:12-14).
She 1s still an Icon of faith and pours outlight in
the darkness of our life. As she is called
the'Morning Star' she dispels the deep darkness
of our struggleful life, and gives us the brightness
of dawn. During the darkest hours of our
life,let's look at her as a beacon of hope.

Another amazing Icon of faith in the Bible
1s Abraham, known as the father of faith.
Abraham listened to the commandment of God
and obeyed it (Genesis 12:1-9). Though he
underwent many insecure situations and
hopeless conditions, he had unwavering trust
in God. Even though God promised 'l will make
of'you a great nation', he did not have a single
offspring until he was 99 years old. Still
Abraham was faithful and waited. It happened
that his aged wife gave birth to a son as promised
by God. Again, God tested him with a
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commandment to sacrifice his son at Mt.
Moriah (Genesis 22:2). Abraham obeyed
God's command. After passing this fire-test,
God conferred on Abraham, the title,the father
of many nations. During the most difficult and
uncertain situations when we are faced with
hopelessness, let us follow the example of
Abraham's unwavering faith and try to listen to
God and obey His commandments.

In the New Testament, Jesus compares
those who listen and obey his words to a man
who builds a house on a strong foundation laid
up on rock " The rivers overflowed, the rain
poured down, and the wind blew hard against
the house, but could not shake the house, it
stands firm because it was well built" (Luke
6:46)

So, let's trust in God and try to build our
life on a strong foundation of faith, and when
the floods arise, the stream of struggles beat,
and the winds of hazardous situations blow
hard, our faith should not crumble down, should
not shake like the house which was built upon
sand. Let us repeat with the Psalmist "You are
our God, in you I trust (Psalm 91). Let's
remember the words of (Habakkuk 3:17)
"Even though the fig trees have no fruit and
no grapes grew on the vines.... The sovereign
Lord gives me strength makes me bare-
footed as a deer on mountains. "As we are
Christians, we are the Ambassadors of God;
we are supposed to be icons of faith and
beacons of hope to the people who are
struggling in the darkness of all aspects of life,
spirituality, mentally, and physically. The horrible
pandemic like Covid-19 and its brutal impacts
is still going on, we have to help people to
survive regardless of their cast, color
and creed. U
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The Merciful deeds
of Holy
Catholic Church

he present scenario in the world history 1s

remarkable one. The entire world was
stunned before the microscopic virus called
novel Coronavirus(nCoV) later named as
"COVID-19 virus". The world couldn't answer
many questions posed by this virus, nor it could
stop its spread. This tiny virus brought great
destruction; many lost their health, their dear
ones, jobs, ambitions, education, and what not.
The consequences of this pandemic were
countless. When we start counting, there are only
destructions before us. Thousands are still under
deep distress and trauma. Yes, it's true but
nonetheless there are lots to say about the
goodness during this pandemic. The merciful
deeds of the Holy Catholic Church brought the
soothing breeze into the burning hearts of many
souls.

"Be Merciful, just as your Father is
merciful”. [Lk. 6:36] This Word of God is
clearly demonstrated when God, the Father
sent His only begotten Son to this sinful world
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and the Son for the sake of entire mankind,
gave His life on the Cross at Calvary. The
sacrificial blood at Calvary awakes every
Christian to be merciful. Yes, the Holy Catholic
Church is always at the forefront in carrying
out the love of Christ; when this pandemic
created severe distress, Church always stood
for the people. When everyone feared of the
spreading of pandemic, and was not ableto
afford food, the Priests and religious institutions
came out with helping hands to serve the food;
many religious institutions became the asylum
for covid patients, many voluntary generous
people sacrificed themselves and went out to
serve them, as a result many were affected by
the covid infection and lost their lives. Many
people, when they cried for help, it was mostly
the Church that wiped away their tears and gave
comfort.

Depression, hunger, and poverty led some
people to end their own life. But many believers
became the spokesperson of Christ over phone
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or face-to-face. They spoke to people; their
soothing yet very hopeful words inspired many
to remain positive and to do something creative.

Every day through online, priests offered
Holy Eucharist, delivered homily, held retreats,
almost everywhere every religious kneeled
before the Almighty, stretched their hands, with
tears in their eyes, their lips always uttered the
prayers for Mercy on this world. Many priests
carried Holy Eucharist and trod the pathways
of parish to bless each family. Priests always
awakened the people through media. When
everyone feared to go near covid dead victim,
priests with great courage went over there,
prayed for them and gave the last rituals.

Yes, the pandemic have killed many, but it
can't destroy the Holy Catholic Church and its
merciful deeds to the people. The World
Council of the Church's General Secretary, Rev.
Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit announced that "This
situation calls on our solidarity and
accountability, mindfulness, care and
wisdom for our signs of faith, hope and
love."

These deeds done by Church were the
signs of love, hope, and faith, in a way we were
proclaiming the goodness of Christ.

A small experience, I would like to share,
last month, I got opportunity to go for "home
mission", it is the experience of staying with the
families of a particular parish, for few days. I
visited many families; every family had the
shadow of this pandemic. They were in utter
depression but we spoke to them, prayed for
them and came back. On the last day of our
home mission, almost 60% families shared that,
the presence of sisters these days was really a
blessing, which helped them to regain a spirit
to be united with Christ in all traits. A dynamic
change was created in that parish.

Yes, the merciful doors of the Church are
still open, the arms of the Religious are always
stretched out to welcome everyone, as the
Heavenly Father welcomed the prodigal son.
Let the echoes of this beautiful music of love,
service and mercy float in the air, to bring great
vibes in all hearts.

"Be Merciful as your heavenly Father
is Merciful."[Lk. 6:36] U1
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Jimmy Alexander Murickan

"An amount of INR 121.42 has been
DEBITED to your account XXXX9247 on

22/12/2020. Total Avail.bal INR 10.82"

My dear Sisters and Brothers,

This may sound unbelievable but you may
haveto believe me. Yes, if you have read it right
in the beginning of this article, this was the only
liquid cash or balance available in my Savings
Bank Account as on 22nd December 2020.
That was the impact of Covid 19 pandemic. A
thriving business of past 25 years has declined
to total loss.

May be you are blessed with your own
house without worrying about paying rent, you
may be driving an expensive SUV or possessing
various other valuables in this world, but at the
end of the day, the message from our Lord is
loud and clear; " The rich and the poor have
this in common : The LORD is the maker of
them all " ( Proverbs 22 : 2 ) Then comes the
Lord's reassurance "I know your affliction
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and your poverty, even though you are rich"
( Revelation 2 : 9).

When COVID-19 pandemic struck the
world, nobody was aware of the consequences
rather was not prepared to face the harsh
realities that would follow and unfold so rapidly
and dramatically without sparing anyone
irrespective of rich or poor. For once, even
the oxygen we breathe that was given to us for
free by God, had become so much expensive
and was scarce when one was seriously ill and
admitted in the ICU and hooked to a ventilator
in the hospital. People could only watch
helplessly when money and medicines could not
save the lives of their near and dear ones.
Suddenly, the entire world was under the grip
of fear of death and uncertainty.

Like many of you, I too was earning a
handsome profit from our business; an
internationally recognized IATA approved
Travel company located inside the IISc
Campus, Bangalore. I have been paying pretty
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good salary to two of our employees who have
been with us for many years. Since July 2019,
much before the occurrence of covid pandemic,
we were already going through a huge loss, to
the extent of almost 15 Lakhs, owing to the
cancellation of about 46 International tickets.
Our agency had to issue those tickets as the
varsity authorities requested us officially though
we had clearly advised them, in writing, at least
3 times, to avoid insisting on these non-
refundable tickets.

You might be wondering as to how did I
manage to face such serious difficulties during
this period and yet be so strong! My humble
answer to you and everyone who is reading
this article is very simple : "Have complete and
unwavering faith in your God. Read the Holy
Scriptures every day (The Power you Gain is
Unbelievable) Attend Holy Mass regularly and
pray to Him,our Lord in silence not just for

you alone, but for your brothers and sisters who
are undergoing the same sufferings."

After attending a one week spiritual retreat
led by Rev. Fr. Daniel Poovannathil in the early
2019 at Trivandrum and subsequently, we
received a schedule in our WhatsApp Group
to help us read the entire Holy Bible, and
completeitin 100 Days : I managed to complete
this reading in 100 days, which ended on the
Day of Pentecost. Having been inspired by the
Power through the Word of God, I began
reading it for a second time. It was during this
time, more precisely on 26th July 2019, our
business was impacted by the aforesaid huge
loss of 15 Lakhs. Apart from my family and
our office team, I shared this matter only with
our most beloved Ex. Vicar Rev. Fr. Mathew
Panackakuzhy. I requested his prayers and
sought his advice regarding my dilemma as to
whether 1 should go for a hand-loan from

Happy
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someone on interest or to sell my SUV to honor
the payment obligations. Rev. Fr. Mathew
advised me to sell the vehicle if there was no
other choice rather than taking money from
someone on interest.

In fact, [ was even able to reassure my
team members saying that we did try our best
to avoid this unfortunate situation, and not to
lose hope as we have lost only some hard-
earned money but were able to retain our
Company's Goodwill. Nevertheless, I was
really worried about their future and the well-
being of their families.

With the assurance through the Word of
God, I never lost my sleep during this period,
and I could see His invisible but mighty hands
working for us . After almost 11 months, i.e.,
on 19th June 2020, we received a payment of
approx. 7.91 lakhs from the university that finally
mitigated our loss from 15 lakhs to approx.

7.00 lakhs. I really thanked the Lord thus saying
" The LORD gave and the LORD has taken
away ; blessed be the name of the LORD "
(Job1:21)

There's one passage again from the book
of Job in the Holy Bible that really serves as a
yardstick to test your faith in our Lord, the
Almighty (Job 1 : 10 - 12 ). Here we find
Satan challenging God to let him touch Job's
wealth and destroy everything else that Lord
has blessed him with so that Job would be forced
to curse his GOD. But towards the end, you
can find Satan not succeeding in his evil designs,
and Job proclaiming his unwavering faith in his
Lord in spite of losing his entire wealth, cattle
and even his own Children.

Many a time, the very same situations
happens in our lives. I have seen and come
across a lot of people who are otherwise very
faithful, and claiming to be spiritually strong,

C.D. Rappai
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losing their faith and hope the very moment they
are affected by loss of money and, wealth or
even by the loss of their most loved ones.
Although [ was admitted ina COVID-19 ward
in the month of January, 2022 after being
diagnosed with the deadly virus and subsequent
pneumonia, I did not have the fear of death as
the scriptures strengthened me with the words
"The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for
the land is mine; with me you are but aliens
and tenants" ( Leviticus 25 : 23 ), "I live as
an alien in the land; do not hide your
commandments from me" ( Psalm 119 : 19).
I told myself, when my Master asks me to
return from this land where [ have been staying
as a 'Foreigner and Stranger' all along my
lifetime only by His Grace, why should I fear
death.I should be prepared to vacate this space
like a tenant being asked by his landlord to move
out after the agreed period.

It was this unshakeable faith in my Lord
that strengthened me even on that day of my
life when I had just Rs.10.82 as liquid cash in
my account. He allowed me to sleep peacefully
even in the previous night though I knew for
sure that I just had only Rs 132.24 left in my
savings account for the next day.

Somebody might be wondering as to
whether [ am the sole breadwinner of the family.
Yes, it has been more or less the same all these
years. Though my wife has been working and
earning a handsome salary, | am someone who
believes in what the Lord told Adam " By the
Sweat of Your Face You Shall Eat Bread until
you return to the Ground." Moreover, as a
matter of principle, I will not be happy enjoying
the fruits of someone else's hard work, including
that of my wife. Hence, I neither informed her
nor my three children about my financial
situation, and completely trusted in God for His
intervention. In brief, do not worry always
about saving money, acquisitions and wealth,
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for none of these will help you as some variant
of Corona virus or other wreaks havoc in the
world, and will continue to do so. Letus try to
live a fruitful life, and do whatever good we can
do for our brothers and sisters, irrespective of
their color,cast,creed/faith and social status as
everyone is a dear Child of our Lord Jesus. He's
a Lord who was more pleased with the offering
of two small copper coins of the poor widow
than of the Rich people (Mark 12 : 41 -44)

Too much worry about money, wealth and
other worldly possessions will only help anyone
to lose sleep and have the fear of death always
haunting them . The poor man named Lazarus
who was waiting for the scraps that fell from
the Rich man's dining table had no such worries,
and eventually found a place in the lap of Father
Abraham after he died, while the Rich man was
suffering in Hell after he died ( Luke 16 : 19 -
31) Hence, never doubt what your Lord can
do for you in the most difficult times
and seemingly even in very hopeless situations
(Isaiah 59 : 1).

I'have seen His unseen but mighty hands
working for me, helping me and others on
many occasions, and yet again, this time on
22/12/2020, my Lord had deposited an amount
of about Rs 2.50 lakhs into my bank account,
in the form of a matured LIC policy, after
making me undergo the trials over several
months. However, just a few words of caution
and Advice :

Trust in Him and Only in Him

Have patience and just let Him do it The
Way He Wants and Not the Way You would
Wish that to be. Do Not Worry about
acquisitions and possessions of this world as
we are going to leave everything behind when
our Master commands us to vacate this space.

May God bless you, protect you and
always strengthen you. Amen
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CHALLENGES BEING FACED BY
OUR CATHOLIC CHURCH TODAY

(An overall perspective)

other Teresa once said to herself that

by following her Lord's footsteps, why
she couldn't be generous enough to give back
all that she had received freely! This attitude
led her to do greater things in her life...

Forgetting the essence of the true calling
of our Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 10:8 (Heal
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast
out demons. You received without paying; give
without pay) and Matthew 25:31- 46 (On the
Final Judgment), we often tend to lose the focus
of our mission globally and sit back in our
comfort zones locally, involving in less
significant commitments of growing
institutionalization, distancing from the (real)
poor as quoted by our Lord.
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A Few Internal Challenges We Face
Today

The profound call to love became a
movement in the long run, and then an institution.
However, we don't deny the need for and
importance of institutionalization for human
living. Here, the challenge is inculcating
institutions to return to the original vision.
If educating the uneducated poor was the
original vision, we have, a great extent,
succeeded in that mission. In the recent times,
the education scenario has changed globally and
therefore our educational institutions too, had
to face the challenge of competition and hence
ithas become a matter of mere survival. Today
the definition of "poor" and the "purpose of
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education" too have changed. However, the
number of "poor in soul" and "ethically
uneducated" are more than in the olden times.
Therefore, how to address this new situation is
our big challenge.

We, the Catholic Church, run some of the
best service institutions in the world. There is
no second word about it. Since the demand
for education has become more than what we
can provide, there are always a portion of the
admission seekers who become unhappy when
they do not get admission in our institutions.
Unfortunately, due to the continuous pressure
from several quarters, some of us also
developed certain callousness in dealing with
such unhappy admission seekers, which they
seem to term as " arrogance". They spread
aspersion on our religious in society under the
banner of "poor and low in status". How to
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address such situations is another challenge.
Should we put all our resources to open new
schools and colleges to shelter such unhappy
elements or the so-called "poor" and "lower
strata of society"?

It is obvious that the more we distance
ourselves from the poor, the farther away we
keep Jesus. Can there be any real renewal/
reform in Catholic Church, religious life, our
communities, mission in our lives and ways of
understanding unless everything becomes Christ
centered? It is a big question that we all need
to collectively address and resolve for us to
continually reform the church to reinstate our
values and regain the distinctive tradition that
was possibly got diluted due to multiple reasons.

Credibility and integrity make our life
meaningful.But sadly, due to abuse crises,

300, GalEBNSIOD & eIIEIIH S D






financial malpractices, interpersonal conflicts
within the community going out into the public,
our stubbornness typical of institutional basis,
and due to so many other factors, the credibility
of religious life is at risk. Probably, yet another
challenge is how to keep up the joy in the faces
of many religious.

The Faculty of Theology and Religious
Studies, Belgium reports done in the year 2021
based on MDPI (acronym of Multidisciplinary
Digital Publishing Institute), - a publisher of
open access scientific journals says that
worldwide, the number of religious decreased
by 33% between 1970 and 2020. In the West,
the decline is more severe. In the United States,
the numbers dropped by 71% between 1970
and 2018, and in Europe by 59% between 1973
and 2018. Anumber of religious congregations
have closed down. It is impossible to claim that
there is a single, easily identified cause for the
decline in vocations. Instead, historical, societal,
ecclesial, and theological factors all play arole.

We do also find emotional immaturity and
spiritual shallowness in the faith formation of
Catholic Church as a whole. It is applicable
both in family as well as in religious life. A total
neglect of on-going formation marks many
families and congregations. Hence Canon Law
calls for continual deepening of formation by
responding to ever new necessities, thus
rendering the religious capable of dynamic
fidelity to God's design in the ever-changing
circumstances and needs of the Church and the
world.

The treatment to women religious remains
a huge anti-witness to Christian charity. The
injustices involved are so evident that Pope
Francis said to religious sisters, during his
general audience meeting on January 19,2022
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as reported by CNA - Catholic News Agency
"I invite them (the women religious) to fight
when, in some cases, they are treated unfairly...
Even within the Church; when they serve so
much that they are reduced to servitude - at
times, by men of the Church..."

Some External Challenges

Political Forces are not favourable to the
minorities in most Asian nations. With a plan to
placate majority sentiments, they change laws
and policies, effectively nullifying laws and
choking democratic institutions and agencies
that have the capacity to protect the interests
of religious minorities... Christians in Asia
became easy prey to radical groups due to their
negligible numerical strength or because of poor
socio-political status and lack of economic
potency. What happened to the Mother Theresa
sisters and their institutions in India is a clear
instance of this.

The Church in Europe must be purified,
and it must ask pardon for its sins: crusades,
inquisition, colonialism, patriarchy, clericalism,
divisions among Christians, sexual abuse,
alliance with the rich, etc. It must become the
Church of the Gospel, the Church of Jesus of
Nazareth, the Church of the People of God,
the community of Vatican II, the Church of Pope
Francis: a poor Church serving the poor, a field
hospital, a merciful Church going forth in
Paschal joy, a Church that cares for the earth
and communicates to all the joy of the Gospel.

The reigning mind-sets and dreams are not
anymore religious. The world has perilously
moved to non-religious and consumerist values.
In a capital-dominated world, consumerism is
spreading, engulfing both the rich and the poor,
and cutting across religions. The present youth,
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from whom vocations come, have grown up in
ahighly consumeristic culture.

Responding to the Crises

One cannot fail to hear the call, loud and
clear. The call to humility. We do find that many
individual religious are living faithful lives. It does
not mean there is no need of the call to personal,
communitarian and institutional conversion; for
which we require a lot of prayer, discernment,
sharing and search.

Patience to build communities of love and
friendship is the need of the hour. Even for
monastic life, but much more for active religious
life, community living itself becomes a mission.

In fact, we are called to be Religiously
Political and Politically Religious... Sr. Ann Rose
Nu Tawng (kneeling on a street in the town of
Myitkyina, Myanmar), Sr. Rani Maria, Sr.Valsa,
Fr. Stan and many like them who have lived
their religious life in a political way. They were
burnt by the agonies of the unjustly treated and
fought for them. In return, they paid the price
of martyrdom. Isn't martyrdom very much part
of'the call to religious life?

The signs of slow deterioration of
democracy across the world should worry every
religious. Can we speak up for justice? The hate
speech that dominates not only the political
domain but also even the religious domains. It
1s obvious when we listen to certain Catholic
channels which spew hatred at some
communities should shake us out of our
numbness and urge us to speak of love and
compassion.

It is high time to think with the Church-
Synodality, Participation and Mission. Pope
Francis has called on all religious to enter into a
dynamism of mutual listening, carried out at all
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levels of the Church, involving all God's people.
The Congregation for the Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
Life has called upon all to walk together. It is
the missionary dream of reaching out to all, of
caring for all, of feeling that we are all brothers
and sisters, united in life and in the history...

Therefore, here comes the call to
collaboration and Networking. Religious are
well-known for their ability to do things by
themselves. But times have changed. Challenges
have grown. A religious must learn to be a
collaborator. We are in need of learning to work
with and work under laypeople. Collaboration
and networking with civil Society organizations
and other religious groups should be the norm.

Finally, we are given a call to go back to
the sources of consecrated life: the Gospel, the
founders/foundresses, the charism of the order/
congregation. The essence of consecrated life
is Prophecy. It is necessary to go out of a
functional perspective of consecrated life and
build on the charismatic perspective. Religious
life has played the role of a forerunner for many
needs of humankind over the centuries; for a
long time now, the government has taken this
role back. Listening is the key to the call for
conversion, personal, communitarian and
institutional. Discernment helps. Staying close
to the poor is non-negotiable. Collaboration and
networking offer new possibilities. Intercultural
skills assist.

We know that our church has traversed all
vicissitudes of human civilization during the past
two millennium, and strongly believe that Jesus
shows the way of suffering and final victory.
Let us, therefore, submit all our challenges to
Jesus, our Lord and God.
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he Corona virus pandemic has disrupted

billions of lives globally in the past two
years, physically, mentally, financially and
spiritually. It was certainly a time of great
uncertainty and anxiousness. Now, though far
from over, we have seen a significant decrease
in the number of cases and death rate caused
by the virus.

When we reflect upon the spiritual impact,
we can see that the pandemic, has also caused
drastic changes in the faith life of the Christian
community in many ways.

While situation demanded the government
to shut down shrines, prayer halls and chapels
to avoid the spread of the virus, the church was
obliged to continue services using online
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platforms, in order to help people,grow in faith
and not lose hope in these challenging times.
This has caused a few, if not the majority to
depart from faith, while for many others it has
been a reason for deepening their faith.

Owing to the cancellation of the in-person
worship and other church gatherings,the
Sunday Mass and all other services including
weddings were held online via digital means.
But now,even with the decrease in cases and
re-opening of places of worship, some people
still resort to online platforms to celebrate the
Holy Mass and consider it sufficient to stay at
home and attend services at their convenience.
Though we believe that God is omnipresent,
we also know that the Church is the place
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'For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.“ John 3:16
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where people assemble to worship God in a
worthy manner. Coming together in prayer is
pleasing to the Almighty, as it is written in
Hebrews 10: 24-25 "And let us consider how
to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day
approaching”.

The gospel of Saint Matthew 18:20 reads-
"For where two or three are gathered in my
name, there | am among them".

So let us all make sure to come together in
prayer for thanks giving, praise and worship in
His holy sanctuary.

Another problem that Covid 19 brought
along was disturbed mental health, which
included loneliness, depression and suicidal
tendencies among some, due to the inability to
socialize just as much as before, especially
among teenagers and youngsters. The
restrictions of the pandemic meant months of
virtual learning, more time isolated from friends,
and the cancelling of social activities like sports,
school performances, graduations, going out
with friends be it to the movies, shopping or
anything. This meant more screen time and also
led to the rise in addictions to phone, social
media and video games, not just among
teenagers but among adults too. Months of
having to stay behind closed doors for someone

who isn't used to it would definitely be
suffocating, however, for the working
population and the elderly, it was more of a
boon, to have more time to spend with the family
and have their children around.

Working parents hardly get quality time
with their children. Either parents work early
or late shifts and children have extra classes
even during the weekends. This leads to an
obvious distance between children and their
parents, causing them to rely more on friends
who make them feel good. While socializing is
not a bad thing, what a child needs from home,
he/she needs to get from home itself. It is the
duty of parents to make sure they create a
rapport with their children, create an open safe
space at home for them to talk about how they
are feeling and communicate with them. This
lets the child understand that their feelings and
thoughts matter, they feel respected and that
there is someone at home to acknowledge
them. It boosts their self esteem and creates a
healthy mind in a child. Being there for them
both physically and mentally, and bringing them
closer to God when they feel lonely is important.
This brings down mental health issues in kids
drastically. It not just creates a bond between
parents and their kids, but also helps the family
grow stronger in love and faith. Children are
our future and to make them strong individuals
mentally and spiritually is the responsibility of

each one ofus. U

Congratulations & Best Wishes

GreeshmaV S
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“Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord...
they will rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them”
Revelation 14:13
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Preserve Dentofacial and Aesthetic Centre

Teeth | Jauws | Face

Consultation, X-ray

(Free for the parishioners of St. Sebastian’s Forane Church)

Mouth cleaning, Tooth extraction
starting from Rs.500/- to Rs.1000/-

Dental Crown, Bridge
starting from Rs. 2500/~

Root Canal Treatment Rs. 2000/-

conditions apply

Monday - Saturday
10.00am to 09:00pm
Sunday (appointments only) i
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26, Asha Complex, Kodigehalli Main Road, BB Nagar, Sahakarnagar,
Koti Hosahalli, Bengaluru, Karnataka 560092

PURPLES

Hogeei 3

BRIDAL BOUQUET &
CROWNS
MANTHRAKODI BASKET
BAPTISM SET

HOLY COMMUNION BOUQUET,
CROWN & CANDLE

8971219604 / 7795659667
BIJI SUNNY/ JIJI JOY

€) - PURPLES
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Wish you lots of love and
happiness filled with the sweetness of

JHappy Married Life
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Inlovingimenonyiofi

Birth : 10-06-1948 Birth : 02-02-1353
Death : 05-02-2022 Death : 09-11-2010

To those who by patiently in doing good seek for glory and
honor and immortality, He will give eternal life.
Romans 2:7
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St. John Maria Vianney Ward 2020-22

2020-21

The year 2020-2021 didn't witness the
usual activities of the ward, due to the pandemic,
and related restrictions. The monthly prayer
meeting was conducted twice online via zoom.
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In Loving Memory Of

K G John
a
Mary John

Date of Birth-12/01/1930 Date of Birth-07/07/1945
Date of Death-11/12/2002 Date of Death-15/07/2021

I Birthday to the
most handsome
baby boy of the




Our ward members, Mr. George Sebastian, and
Mr. Divin Varghese were actively part of the
'SSFC Covid 19 Action Group, and was
prepared and ready for any help required for
our ward members. Many members were in
their hometown, and all were able to attend the
Holy Mass online. Fr. Mathew Panackakuzhy
visited all our homes accompanied by
Mr. George Sebastian, and gifted a cake during
Christmas. The year also witnessed the sad
demise of our former ward member,
Mr. Shijumon, who succumbed to the infamous
virus while in Gujarat.

2021-22

The year 2021- 2022 too began without
the usual activities of the ward, as the pandemic
continued to restrict public gatherings.

In June 2021, the current Parish Council
Members Mr. Cyril Abraham (President),
Mrs. Sheena Paul (Secretary) and Mr. Martin
Antony (Youth Secretary) stepped down and
the new members, Mr. Dijo John (President),
Mrs. Danila Sajan (Secretary), and Mr. Divin
Varghese (Youth Secretary) were elected for
the year 2021-22.

A function to engage and cheer grand
parents who were not able to physically come
to church due to the pandemic, was organised
by our Church, and Gilson chettan and Jessy
teacher from our ward attended the same.

On 26" September, 2021, after the 11 AM
mass, the ward members gathered in the Church
Hall to bid farewell to three familes who moved
out of our ward

- Martin, Thushara and Family
- Daisy Chechi, Sandesh and Family

100

- Paul Simon, Sheena and Family

and to handover the accounts to the newly
clected Parish Council members

The ward members were happy to meet
and greet each other after almost one and a
half'years, and all were quite excited. Strictly
following the covid-19 protocol, light
refreshments were served at the function. And
the leaving families were presented with a gift
as a token of our friendship.

This year, we welcomed the return of a
family to our ward, Mr. Shamon and Family,
who had earlier moved out of our ward, as they
had moved to Chennai.

The year ended in a cheerful note, with we
being able to conduct the Christmas carol, albeit
in a limited way. As the covid restrictions didn't
allow us the traditional carol, we decided to
conduct a mini-carol with four members,
George Sebastian, Jessy Varghese, Divin and
Dijo,visiting all our members’ homes, singing
carols, and offering a small gift. The carol team
was served a satisfying, surprise dinner at
Mr. Philip's home.

The Parish Calendar was released after a
gap of one year, in February 2022, and the
same was distributed to all the members.
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ST. SEBASTIAN'S YOUTH ORGANIZATION (SABYO)
REPORT

YEAR 2019 - 2020
Onam Celebrations -15™ September, 2019

We celebrated Onam on 15" September,
2019. Pookalam was put up by the SABYO
members. There was Thiruvathira performed
in the basement of our parish after the second
mass. Later, new executive members were
elected. The newly elected executive members
were :

President Tibin Lawrence

Vice President Stephin Sajan

General Secretary :  Sharon Noah
Assistant General Secretary : Abhishek Shyjan
Anna Varghese

The Onam celebrations were ended with
a sumptuous Sadhya.

IGNITE - 24" November, 2019

IGNITE was a Youth Convention
conducted by the Forane team. There were
around 35 youths who participated in the event,
and the day went well with lots of fun and
games. The youth members of our parish
organized a dance performance, and the day
ended with cultural programmes.

Natalis Christi - 1st December, 2019

This was one of the most awaited events
by the youths in the parish. Natalis Christi was
an inter-church carol singing competition, which
was hosted by youths of our parish. The day
started with Holy Mass, and thereafter the
programmes and events started. Lunch was
provided to the participants and to the youth

Treasurer

110

members. The programme was concluded with
prize distribution to the winners

Decoration and Crib works - 7" to 23"
December, 2019

SABYO had executed all the decoration
work inside the Church during Christmas. A
beautiful crib was made by the youth with the
help of senior members.

Cake Sales - 8", 15" & 22" December,
2019

In order to raise some funds, SABYO had
undertaken cake sale during Christmas, and it
was a great success. The fund raised through
this activity was used for purchasing church
decoration items and crib items.

FEDE 2020 - 1** March, 2020

This was a Youth Convention, conducted
by the Diocese, and there were 50 members
participated in the event from our parish.

YEAR 2020-21

Lockdown Prayers - June, 2020 to August,
2020

As we were experiencing COVID
pandemic and lockdowns, we conducted online
prayer meetings during the season. Prayer
meetings were conducted through Zoom
application, and many members participated in
the meeting.

MERAKI - September, 2020

This was our first online event, which was
initiated to showcase the hidden talents of our
youths. There were nine events, for which huge
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number of youths were participated. With the
help of organizers and participants, we could
make this event a grant success.

Youth get-together post COVID - 26™
October, 2021

After a gap of two years, SABYO
reunited. The executives along with priests
arranged a get-together. There were around 50
members gathered, and we had a small praise
and worship followed by games. Later, we had
the election for the new executive members.
The newly elected members were :

President : Sachin K. B.
Vice President : AnnMary Tomy
General Secretary : MilenaJain
Assistant General Secretary: Denwin Davis
Treasurer Sijo V. I.

YEAR 2021-22

Christmas preparations - 31st Nov - 23rd
Dec 2021

December is the month of joy and
happiness because of the birth of our Lord and

Saviour. SABYO started with putting up the
star in front of the church on 31 November
night. We also had cake sale for three weeks,
all the Sundays after every Holy Mass. We had
a Christmas celebration on 19" of December.
The celebration was started off by a prayer by
Fr. Mathew Mechirackal and followed by carol
singing and cake cutting. The decoration inside
the church was done by SABYO. A beautiful
crib was made with the ideas contributed by
members of youth. On the day of Christmas,
youths gathered, and arranged the Christmas
tree gifts. After the holy mass on 24"
December, the team had some fun activities like
singing songs of Christmas etc.
Appreciation for Good Work-20"
February, 2022

SABYO had a gathering on 20" February
where in parish priests and trustees were also
present. Fr.Mathew Mechirackal appreciated
the youth for all the good work and help that
they are extending to the church. All had a
wonderful lunch together, and spent the day
memorably. U

Congratulations & Best Wishes

Karnataka State Masters Athletic Meet held
at Mangalore on 4th & 5th November, 2019

=:Se.con.d in f ong Jump

Participated in many National Meets and also
was selected for Asian Meets

C.P.L. DASS
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16“Vear of Remembrance

€ver' Loving Memory of Our Beloved
Wife & Mother
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Best compliments from,
JAYAN JACOB

Gassd INDIAN MACHINE TOOLS

75/2, 15th Cross, Doddanna Industrial Estate, Near Peenya 2™ Stage, Bangalore-91
Email : imtools2@gmail.com, Telefax: 2836 0078, Cell: 9845280088.

Manufacturers of Machine components, Jigs & Fixtures, etc.
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