Friends of Garden Island Creek Inc Agenda 
Tuesday 24th Feb, 2026, 6-7.30 pm 
Ros’s place - 29 Igglesden Road 

Attendees: Therese, Angela, Ros, Kelsie, Lukas                      Apologies: Mick, Mark, Jen
Chair: Therese                              Minute taker: Angela 

	
Approve Minutes of the last meeting incl AGM attached: Therese passed minutes, seconded Angela
Treasurer’s report: $4,900 in the bank. Reimbursing us for the BBQ - Kelsie will HVC the ABN and they’ll transfer funds. Then we can reimburse Therese. 
Correspondence: Angela   
Emails: 
1. Circular Economy Huon invitation to the inaugural meeting of the Huon Community Forum to be held at the combined Peach/Plum Room, Huonville Library from 6.00 - 8.00pm on Tuesday March 24th.  
2. Email from Julie Collins 
· Expressions of interest - 2025-26 Volunteer Grants Program for the Franklin electorate.
· grants between $1,000 and $5,000 available to eligible not-for-profit community organisations to support the efforts of their volunteers.
· This program supports the work of local community organisations to strengthen community functioning by reducing barriers for volunteers and increasing participation in volunteering.
· EOI close 5:00 PM 1 April 2026 
· Application form in the email
· How could we use it? - Upskilling volunteers eg first aid. Volunteer and community events. 
3. Landcare Membership renewal required before the 5th of March. Angela will follow up. 
4. Landcare Plant Grant 2026-2027 opportunities, project ideas to Landcare Tasmania's Project Bank. Be sure to outline that it is a planting or revegetation project. Apply mid-2026. See email. 
Dune planting? 
See if Brad is interested for other areas – Lukas 
5. Email from Malcolm Johnson re working bee and mulch availability.  Need to pay Mick to take his truck to get a load. 
6. Michelle Joy re NRM Environment Grants open in February.
Project grants of up to $4,000 and support grants of up to $500 will be available. Money for mulch and dune stabilisation. Coastal Planting. Check date  
7. Nick Duigan MLC Minister for Parks email re beach works and promise of 10k – letter attached. Parks want details about what we need money for. They committed to providing funds for access and nothing else, so we need to frame our request with that in mind.  What we need money for:
· Cartage of mulch provided by council. Multiple trips to collect the mulch. 
· Trucks and digger and jute
· Hire of digger 
Ask for a quote from Mick & write back to NRM - Angela

Membership: Ros 
No new members. Ros sends out a summary of our meeting to members after the meeting. 
Membership form is available on FB page in files or on our website. 



Ongoing business updates
1. GIS erosion management 
29th March Sunday – beach working bee 

2. Community activities/projects – last Sunday of every month. 
A working bee schedule discussed. We need to be predictable and also cover a range of interests and skills.  Find projects the group to take on eg weed clearing, drain clearing. Finding projects with variety eg not all weeding. Maintaining school bus stop. Flat Rock event. Mount Cygnet –track maintenance. Upgrade the picnic area. Get rid of willow.
One of us to take the lead for each event. 

Next three months: 
March 29 - Beach – Angela/Mark. Time TBC - depends on the tide. Followup with a BBQ @ Angela’s.  
April 26th - Bus stop – put the sign up. Two posts and star pickets and braced. Ros to investigate sign possibility. 
May 31 - Flat rock – Space for a picnic area. Bench seat or similar.  Kelsie?


Next Community Activity:  29th March Sunday – beach working bee 

Next Committee Meeting: Tuesday 28th April (Last Tuesday of the Month – bimonthly.) 





FOGIC Minutes - 17th November 2025
AGM, followed by a regular meeting
Attendance: Therese, Ros, Angela, Kelsie, Allison 
AGM
We voted to maintain our current office bearers as follows:
Chair: Therese Wright
Secretary: Angela Bird
Treasurer: Kelsie Fractal
Membership secretary: Ros Asten
Committee member: Simon Brouwer. Others to be added. 

Garden Island Sands beach erosion update - Angela
· Malcolm Johnson from Huon Valley Council entered FoGIC in a nationwide 'Disaster Challenge' - and won!  This competition will likely attract more attention to what is happening to the coastline here. You can watch the winning video presentation here: PITCH: Winner Disaster Challenge 2025 – Thriving coastal futures in southern Tasmania

· Council and Parks have both stated they will not give approval for the construction of a rock wall to protect against erosion, however Council will support 'nature based solutions'. Mark from GIS has had success protecting the dune in front of his property by building a woven stick fence.  It is hoped that the community can replicate this the length of the beach over time.  An introduction to Mark's methods took place on Sunday 23rd Nov, and community working bees will follow in the summer when weather and tides are more favourable.    
Great Southern BioBlitz report - Ros
We had 13 people attend the event held on 26th October.  We recorded many plant species - from orchids to trees, and also a few animal species in the Flat Rock area.  In many cases the plants were identified to species or genus level with the help of our local botanist Kelly, but we also became a bit more familiar with the iNaturalist app.  This tool can be used to help identify species, but its main purpose is as a database to store photographic records of biodiversity, and is linked to the Atlas of Living Australia (CSIRO).   It is hoped this event may spark further biodiversity recording activities in our community.

Seagrass monitoring project - Kelsie
As part of her PhD work, Kelsie is running a pilot seagrass monitoring project with Friends of Abels Bay coastcare group.  Kelsie spoke of the significance of this monitoring, as baseline data is crucial to determine if changes are occurring in seagrass distribution.  The project could be extended around the coast to include Garden Island Sands once it is running independently at Abels Bay.
Foxglove - Allison
A foxglove weeding session had been in the works, as follow up to the weeding conducted the previous two springs.  There has been a decline in the number of seedlings at the end of GIC road this year compared to the previous year.  However the foxglove has recently been sprayed along GIC Road, so it was deemed unnecessary to hand pull them this year.
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Minister for Parks N7,
Minister for Sports ~
Level 10, 15 Murray Street, HOBART TAS 7000 Australia Tasmanian
GPO Box 123 HOBART TAS 7001 Australia Government

Phone: +613 6165 7739
Email: minister.duigan@dpac.tas.gov.au

16 December 2025

Ms Angela Bird

Secretary

Friends of Garden Island Creek Inc.
friendsofgardenislandcreek@gmail.com

Dear Ms Bird

| am writing regarding the proposed construction of a safe beach access at Garden Island Creek
and acknowledge the regrettable delay in replying to you.

| understand that representatives of the Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) met with you as a
representative of the Friends of Garden Island Creek and the Huon Valley Council on 14 August 2025
to discuss the development of a design for the proposed beach access.

| further understand that, following the meeting, PWS reconfirmed that a financial contribution of up to
$10,000 would be considered for the construction of the stairs, as previously committed in my
correspondence to you of 14 November 2023. This funding was committed to assist with the
construction cost for beach access rather than the development of further trials or investigations.

Should the committee wish to re-assign this grant funding to other capital improvements and
rehabilitation works, consistent with the planning work already undertaken, such as fencing and
planting, then | would be supportive of that outcome. Further funding however is not available should
you decide to then also proceed with constructing a staired access.

| encourage you to continue liaising with PWS regarding letters of support for other grant programs,
works applications, or to lodge development application(s) with the Council.

If you have any queries regarding this matter and or wish to proceed with the grant in accordance
with the terms mentioned above, please contact PWS’s Unit Manager (Assessments) Mr Jesse
Walker. Mr Walker can be contacted by telephone on 6165 4673 or by email at
jesse.walker@parks.tas.gov.au.

Thank you again for your email.

Yours sincerely
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Hon Nick Duigan MLC
Minister for Parks




