FOGIC Minutes 
17th November 2025

AGM
We voted to maintain our current office bearers as follows:
Chair: Therese Wright
Secretary: Angela Bird
Treasurer: Kelsie Fractal
Membership secretary: Ros Asten
Committee member: Simon Brouwer. Others to be added. 

Garden Island Sands beach erosion update - Angela
· Malcolm Johnson from Huon Valley Council entered FoGIC in a nationwide 'Disaster Challenge' - and won!  This competition will likely attract more attention to what is happening to the coastline here. You can watch the winning video presentation here: PITCH: Winner Disaster Challenge 2025 – Thriving coastal futures in southern Tasmania

· Council and Parks have both stated they will not give approval for the construction of a rock wall to protect against erosion, however Council will support 'nature based solutions'. Mark from GIS has had success protecting the dune in front of his property by building a woven stick fence.  It is hoped that the community can replicate this the length of the beach over time.  An introduction to Mark's methods took place on Sunday 23rd Nov, and community working bees will follow in the summer when weather and tides are more favourable.    
Great Southern BioBlitz report - Ros
We had 13 people attend the event held on 26th October.  We recorded many plant species - from orchids to trees, and also a few animal species in the Flat Rock area.  In many cases the plants were identified to species or genus level with the help of our local botanist Kelly, but we also became a bit more familiar with the iNaturalist app.  This tool can be used to help identify species, but its main purpose is as a database to store photographic records of biodiversity, and is linked to the Atlas of Living Australia (CSIRO).   It is hoped this event may spark further biodiversity recording activities in our community.

Seagrass monitoring project - Kelsie
As part of her PhD work, Kelsie is running a pilot seagrass monitoring project with Friends of Abels Bay coastcare group.  Kelsie spoke of the significance of this monitoring, as baseline data is crucial to determine if changes are occurring in seagrass distribution.  The project could be extended around the coast to include Garden Island Sands once it is running independently at Abels Bay.

Foxglove - Allison
A foxglove weeding session had been in the works, as follow up to the weeding conducted the previous two springs.  There has been a decline in the number of seedlings at the end of GIC road this year compared to the previous year.  However the foxglove has recently been sprayed along GIC Road, so it was deemed unnecessary to hand pull them this year.

