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T Available at: https://docs.un.org/A/HRC/RES/57/2. The scope of the FFM’s mandate, as well as its reports, press relea-
ses and statements, are available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/ffm-sudan/index

2 “Sudan war intensifying with devastating consequences for civilians, UN Fact-Finding Mission says,” 17 June 2025,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/06/sudan-war-intensifying-devastating-consequences-civilians-un-
fact-finding; “UN experts demand international action as human rights violations escalate in Sudan’s displacement
camps,” 8 May 2025, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/05/un-experts-demand-international-action-
human-rights-violations-escalate (accessed on 10 July 2025). In July 2025, the conflict has further escalated, which
resulted in dozens of civilian casualties (see “UN rights chief condemns recent killing of scores of civilians in Sudan,” 17
July 2025, https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165420).
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/06/sudan-war-intensifying-devastating-consequences-civilians-un-fact-finding
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/06/sudan-war-intensifying-devastating-consequences-civilians-un-fact-finding
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3“A call to action for protection and accountability for the people of Sudan — Statement by Tom Fletcher, Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 12 June 2025,” available at:
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/call-action-protection-and-accountability-people-sudan-statement-tom-fletcher-
under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-12-june-2025 (accessed on 9 July
2025).

4See Alex de Waal, “Sudan in danger of self-destructing as conflict and famine reign,” BBC, 17 June 2025,
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg717385nj70 (accessed on 9 July 2025).

5 Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA) Network, “Unseen and Unheard: The Plight of Missing Women
and Girls Amidst Sudan’s Crisis,” https://sihanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Missing-Women-and-Girls-Amidst-
Sudans-Crisis.pdf (accessed on 23 July 2025).

81nits first report to the Council, presented in September 2024, the FFM found that both the SAF and the RSF were res-
ponsible for “patterns of large-scale violations,” including war crimes, and that it had “reasonable grounds to believe”
that, in addition, “acts committed by the RSF and its allied militias [amounted to] crimes against humanity” (“Sudan: UN
Fact-Finding Mission outlines extensive human rights violations, international crimes, urges protection of civilians,” 6
September 2024, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-outlines-
extensive-human-rights-violations (accessed on 9 July 2025).

See also civil society letters and documents, including DefendDefenders et al., “Sudan: the Human Rights Council
should establish an independent mechanism,” 1 September 2023, https://defenddefenders.org/sudan-hrc-should-
establish-mechanism/; DefendDefenders et al., “Sudan: Extend the Fact-Finding Mission’s mandate,” 17 May 2024,
https://defenddefenders.org/sudan-extend-ffm-mandate/; Amnesty International, DefendDefenders and Human Rights
Watch, “Q&A: Why should the mandate of the Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) for Sudan be extended at HRC57?” 27 August
2024, https://defenddefenders.org/ga-extend-ffm-sudan-hrc57/ (accessed on 10 July 2025).

In a briefing to the UN Security Council, on 10 July 2025, the Deputy Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC)
stated that “[...] on the basis of our independent investigations, the position of our Office is clear: We have reasonable
grounds to believe that war crimes and crimes against humanity have been and are continuing to be committed in
Darfur” (ICC, “Statement of Deputy Prosecutor Nazhat Shameem Khan to the United Nations Security Council on the
Situation in Darfur, pursuant to Resolution 1593 (2005),” https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-deputy-prosecutor-
nazhat-shameem-khan-united-nations-security-council-situation (accessed on 21 July 2025)).



https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/call-action-protection-and-accountability-people-sudan-statement-tom-fletcher-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-12-june-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/call-action-protection-and-accountability-people-sudan-statement-tom-fletcher-under-secretary-general-humanitarian-affairs-and-emergency-relief-coordinator-12-june-2025
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg717385nj7o
https://sihanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Missing-Women-and-Girls-Amidst-Sudans-Crisis.pdf
https://sihanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Missing-Women-and-Girls-Amidst-Sudans-Crisis.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-outlines-extensive-human-rights-violations
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https://defenddefenders.org/sudan-hrc-should-establish-mechanism/
https://defenddefenders.org/sudan-extend-ffm-mandate/
https://defenddefenders.org/qa-extend-ffm-sudan-hrc57/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-deputy-prosecutor-nazhat-shameem-khan-united-nations-security-council-situation
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-deputy-prosecutor-nazhat-shameem-khan-united-nations-security-council-situation
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7 Some women'’s rights organisations have documented hundreds of cases of sexual violence against women and girls in
the form of rape, gang rape, sexual slavery and forced marriage (SIHA Network, “Statement by the Strategic Initiative for
Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA Network) on Sudan — (no. OBS/433),” 3 May 2025, https://sihanet.org/statement-by-
the-strategic-initiative-for-women-in-the-horn-of-africa-siha-network-on-sudan-no-obs-433/ (accessed on 23 July
2025) (As of 23 July 2025, SIHA had documented over 480 cases. These crimes have targeted women across all ages,
from six to 68 years old, with 25.4 % of these documented cases involving children.)

8 “Oral update by the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission for the Sudan at the 59" session of the Human
Rights Council,” available on the HRC extranet. See also “Sudan war intensifying with devastating consequences for
civilians, UN Fact-Finding Mission says,” op. cit.

® Human Rights Watch, “Sudan: Armed Forces Airstrikes in South Darfur,” 4 June 2025,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/06/04/sudan-armed-forces-airstrikes-south-darfur (accessed on 10 July 2025).

0 “Sudan: Experts denounce systematic attacks on women and girls,” 14 May 2025, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
releases/2025/05/sudan-experts-denounce-systematic-attacks-women-and-girls (accessed on 9 July 2025): “In some
attacks, entire families have reportedly been torn apart, with women raped in front of relatives or abducted for prolonged
sexual violence. ‘Sexual violence continues to be used systematically as a weapon of war in Sudan,’ [the experts]
warned. The experts said that in villages such as Al Seriha, Azrag, Ruffa, and Abu Gelfa, women have taken their own
lives following traumatic assaults, noting that survivors are increasingly and openly contemplating suicide as a means of
escaping the ongoing horrors of the conflict. [...] Victims are taken from displacement settings, markets, and shelters,
amid a collapse of protection systems. [...] The experts were also alarmed by continued attacks on women human rights
defenders and frontline workers, who have reportedly been raped, killed, or harassed for assisting survivors or
documenting abuses.”

See also Amnesty International, “Sudan: ‘They Raped All of Us’: Sexual Violence Against Women and Girls in Sudan,” 9
April 2025, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr54/9201/2025/en/ (accessed on 10 July 2025).



https://sihanet.org/statement-by-the-strategic-initiative-for-women-in-the-horn-of-africa-siha-network-on-sudan-no-obs-433/
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1 “Sudan: Tark warns of catastrophic surge in violence,” 20 June 2025, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
releases/2025/06/sudan-turk-warns-catastrophic-surge-violence; “Sudan: Alarm as civilians killed in attacks on mar-
kets,” 13 December 2024, https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2024/12/sudan-alarm-civilians-killed-
attacks-markets (accessed on 10 July 2025); “UN experts demand international action as human rights violations
escalate in Sudan’s displacement camps,” op. cit.

See also UN News, “International Criminal Court: War crimes, systematic sexual violence ongoing in Darfur,” 10 July
2025, https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165367 (accessed on 21 July 2025)).

12 “Sudan: Drone strikes must be investigated,” 4 June 2025, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/06/sudan-
drone-strikes-must-be-investigated; The Guardian, “Drone strikes hit Port Sudan airport and army base in third day of
attacks,” 6 May 2025, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/may/06/drone-strikes-hit-port-sudan-airport-army-
base-third-day-attacks (accessed on 10 July 2025).

3 In this regard, the FFM pointed to violations committed by both RSF and SAF, including, in areas recaptured by the
SAF, such as Khartoum, Gezira, and Sennar, “widespread retaliatory violence between late 2024 and mid-2025”
(“Sudan war intensifying with devastating consequences for civilians, UN Fact-Finding Mission says,” op. cit.). See also
“Horrors in Sudan know no bounds, warns Turk, urging an end to the conflict,” 1 May 2025,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/05/horrors-sudan-know-no-bounds-warns-turk-urging-end-conflict
(accessed on 9 July 2025).

The High Commissioner also highlighted: “Our Office has also documented a disturbing rise in online hate speech and
incitement to violence, with lists of individuals accused of collaborating with the RSF posted online” (“Sudan: UN
Human Rights Chief appalled by widespread extrajudicial killings in Khartoum,” 3 April 2025,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/sudan-un-human-rights-chief-appalled-widespread-extrajudicial-

killings (accessed on 10 July 2025)).

Frequently, women who were forcibly disappeared by the RSF and found by SAF in recaptured areas have been accused
of being “collaborators” with the RSF and have subsequently been detained and charged under the Sudanese Criminal
Code of 1991 and the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001. Often, these women are from poorer socio-economic backgrounds
and are targeted based on their ethnicity and place of residence (SIHA Network, “Statement by the Strategic Initiative for
Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA Network) on Sudan — (no. OBS/433),” op. cit.).

14 In August 2024, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) adopted resolution Res.590 (LXXX)
2024, in which it decided to undertake a Joint Fact-Finding Mission with the AU Peace and Security Council. In
November 2024, it adopted Res.609 (LXXXI) 2024, which renewed the Mission’s mandate for six months, requesting it to
carry out its work in a hybrid format “comprising field missions and virtual investigations, depending on the resources
provided [by the AU].” In May 2025, the ACHPR adopted Res.635 (LXXXIII) 2025, which extended the Mission’s mandate
for an additional period of six months, “maintain[ing] the objective of carrying out a field mission in Sudan and
neighboring countries.”
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5 See “Sudan war intensifying with devastating consequences for civilians, UN Fact-Finding Mission says,” op. cit.;
Amnesty International, DefendDefenders and Human Rights Watch, “Q&A,” op. cit.
6 See the FFM’s mandate (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/ffm-sudan/index).

Inresolution 57/2 (October 2024), the Human Rights Council encouraged the FFM to “give due regard to ensuring the
complementarity of its efforts with those of other actors, including independent national accountability efforts and
regional investigations” (operative paragraph 16).

7 Amnesty International, DefendDefenders and Human Rights Watch, “Q&A,” op. cit. (in particular, Sections 3 and 4).
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18 Current reporting by the High Commissioner ends at the Council’s 615 session. Pursuant to operative paragraph 18 of
resolution 57/2, the High Commissioner, with the assistance of his Expert on human rights in the Sudan, is requested to
submit a “comprehensive report on the situation of human rights in the Sudan and on violations and abuses committed
by all parties to the conflict[...]” to the Council atits 61 session. (As per paragraph 17 of resolution S-32/1, “the term of
office for the designated Expert on Human Rights in the Sudan should conclude upon the restoration of its civilian-led
Government”).
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