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Tulsk History Society PRO Jody Moylan 

invited me to be the guest editor for this 

issue of the Morning Howl. While 

acknowledging the inclusion of some 

items relating to my antecedents, I hope 

my choice of material will be informative 

and of interest to readers throughout Tulsk 

parish. Mike Lennon 

 

October 1954 Advertisement 

 

Straw Rationed and No Tolls in Tulsk – 

Freeman’s Journal, June 7, 1823 

 

The Land League in the Provinces – 

Tulsk (County Roscommon) – The 

Nation, July 17, 1880 

 

Tulsk Notes by Snow Storm – 

Strokestown Democrat, Feb 12, 1916 

Orange Blossoms 
We offer our hearty congratulations to Mr 

Edward Flanagan, Steil, on the occasion 

of his recent marriage to Miss Nellie 

Conry, Clooneyquinn, which happy event 

was solemnised by the Rev Father Keane 

at Killina Chapel, which was specially 

decorated for the occasion. 

 

Cinematographic Display 

A cinema performance was given in Tulsk 

National School by Bailey’s Co. on 

Tuesday and Wednesday night and was 

highly interesting. Some war scenes were 

thrown on the screen, but the cowboy 

scenes were the most interesting and 

much appreciated by the audience. 

Death of the Rev Michael Lennon P. P. 

Tulsk – Freeman’s Journal, Dec 12, 

1871 

Today we record the death, at the 

patriarchal age of 81, of the Rev Michael 

Lennon P.P., Tulsk.  Trained for the holy 

ministry in our great national college of 

Maynooth, he was ordained at Pentecost 

1818.  He then spent upwards of half a 

century labouring unceasingly in the 

vineyard of his Master.  It were difficult 

indeed to tell the works of zeal and love 

done by this holy priest during that long 

period; through the trying years of famine 

and cholera; the children whom he 

instructed, the sick whom he visited, the 

mourning whom he consoled, the sinners 

whom he gained for God.  Although the 

venerable pastor had not been cut off in 

the prime of life, with promise unfulfilled 

and mission unaccomplished; though he 

has fallen  "like a ripe fruit into his 

mother's lap", still the parishioners 

amongst whom his voice was so familiar 

were stricken as for the loss of a dear and 

venerated parent. Fr Lennon was four 

years CC of Athlone, eight years PP of 

Oran, and forty one years PP of Tulsk, 

were his ashes now repose, and where his 

memory shall be held in benediction from 

generation to generation.  He was buried 

on Friday within the church which he had 

raised to God's glory.   The Bishop and a 

large number of priests of the diocese 

attended. 

 

Roscommon Herald, Sept 20, 1924 

 
 



From A Dictionary of Roscommon 

Biography 

Patrick Moran (1796-1878), 

medical doctor, landowner and 

magistrate. A native of Gloria, 

Cootehall, he practiced as a medical 

doctor in Galway for many years 

before coming to reside in 

Ardkeenagh, Tulsk through his 

marriage to Catherine Plunkett, 

daughter of Richard Plunkett (1742-

1855). Richard Plunkett got into 

financial difficulties in the mid-

1800s. His estate were purchased by 

his son-in-law, Patrick Moran, in 

1852 on the understanding that the 

property would be returned to 

Plunkett ownership when the 

purchase money was refunded. By his 

will of 1869, Dr. Moran directed that 

the terms of the sale be carried out and 

appointed Richard Plunkett’s 

grandson, Hyacinth Plunkett, B.L., as 

the executor. His wife died in 1871 

and he entered a second marriage to 

Honoria O’Malley in 1873. He died in 

January 1878 following a prolonged 

illness. After his death, codicils dated 

1876 and 1877 were produced by 

which all the property was left to his 

wife and Hyacinth Plunkett was 

removed as executor. Plunkett 

contested the validity of the codicil 

citing Dr. Moran’s lack of capacity 

and the undue influence exerted by 

his wife and sister-in-law who resided 

at Ardkeenagh. In June 1878, a jury 

found the will of 1873 was valid and 

that the codicils were executed when 

Dr. Moran was not of sound mind and 

understanding. This decision was 

appealed by the widow in February 

1879 and a new jury trial was ordered. 

At the end of the June 1879 trial, the 

jury reversed the result of the first 

case by finding that the codicils were 

valid. 
 

Additional Note: 

In February 1851, Strokestown Union 

rented Ardkeenagh House from Dr. 

Moran as one of its Auxiliary 

Workhouses during the two year 

period the Cloonslanor Workhouse 

was being constructed. Three months 

later, it was reported there were 363 

inmates in Ardkeenagh. Considering 

that the house had only 2 reception 

rooms, 5 bedrooms, kitchen and a 

servant’s room, most of the inmates 

must have been accommodated in 

what was described later as 

“extensive out offices, consisting of 

stabling for several horses, haylofts, 

turf-house etc.” 
 

 
 

From Roscommon Herald, Oct 8, 1949 

 
 

From A Dictionary of Roscommon 

Biography 

Thomas O’Donnell (1855-1951), 

teacher, postmaster and farmer. A 

native of Carnalasson, 

Fourmilehouse, Roscommon, he was 

appointed principal of Castleplunkett 

National School in 1873 after 

completing a three-year course as a 

teaching monitor at Carnalasson 

National School. He continued in that 

position until retiring in 1918 after 

forty-five years teaching. After 

retiring, he was appointed postmaster 

at Castleplunkett Post Office. He was 

also a keen farmer and livestock 

breeder. He died in April 1951 and 

was interred in Toberelva Cemetery. 
 

John Dowell Grace (1736-1811) who 

was interred in the family vault in Tulsk 

 

From Irish Independent, March 8, 1957 

 

 

 


