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The following extract is from the book Percy
French and his Songs by James N. Healy, pub-
lished in 1966.

William Percy French was born on the
Ist May, 1854 at the family residence,
Cloonyquin House, in the midlands of
Ireland, about ten miles from the town
of Roscommon, and two miles from the
Tulsk Cross-roads on the Castlebar-
Ballina road. His father was Christo-
pher French, a scholarly man who was a
Doctor of Law, and a Justice of the
Peace. His mother came from Carrick-
on-Shannon, a town in pretty sur-
roundings about twenty miles to the
north of Roscommon. She was the
daughter of the Rev. William Percy,
who was the Protestant Rector of the
town.

The French family settled in Galway in
Elizabethan times, and moved in the
17th century to Cloonyquin. There,
they had a fine estate, and so, for many
years, were part of the ‘landlord’ class
unpopular with the Irish peasantry be-
cause of the hard application of the
tenantry laws. This disaffection was the

cause of much trouble but the Frenchs
had a reputation as ‘good’ landlords,
and the good relationship of the family
with their tenantry was the beginning
of the love and understanding which
Percy French developed for the people
of the land. French had a happy boy-
hood around the countryside of his
home in Roscommon.

From these days, wandering around
fields and misty bogs of that part of

Ireland in
which his
youth was
centred, he PERCY FRENCH

derived a love

and his Songs
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of the coun-
tryside and its
people which
expressed
itself later on
in the deli-

cate water

paintings and

his many
songs. He é':,*i;; gl o With Music
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mals; disliked

people who were unkind to them; and
in early years through the fashion of
musical evenings spent in his own and
in neighbours’ houses, developed a tal-
ent for music and improvisation.

Many of the older generation will re-
member the little figure with flowing
white hair and moustache who came to
entertain them at Bundoran, Kilkee or
others of the many seaside places, for it
was an event of his time when Percy
French came to town—whether the
town was Dublin or London: Lisdoon-
varna or New York. They heard him
maybe once or twice a year, and then
he was gone over the next horizon with
his banjo, his bicycle and box of col-
oured chalks: leaving them happy for
the humming of a new ballad, or with
revived memories of one they had
heard before.

Percy French was a remarkable person:
a member of the gentry who became a
wandering professional troubadour,
and who had all the artistic talents at

his command— he was verse-maker
and composer, artist and singer: story-
teller par excellence. It is perhaps for-
gotten, or not realised, that he was one
of the most popular entertainers of his
time with a solo performance which
lasted over two hours, and for which he
wrote all his own material: an easy-
going,

strength, nevertheless, enabled him to

amiable man whose inner
deal calmly with a great amount of trib-
ulation, and in his own surprising way,
made a success of his life.
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’I‘HB followlng STOCK, Abe property of Rosgmr
Hexry Frexen, Esq., will be Soldon WEDNESDAY
the 11tk MAY, 1837, viz :—

Twa BROOD MARES with Ong POAL, one Stinted to
Pilgrim, the other to Palidore,

One FILLY, twoyears old, by Pilgrio.

One COLT and One FILLY, one year old, by Pilgrio,

A Druft MARE, Cart ead Harness.

Two DONKEYS, with Cartéand Haress,

Black @attle.
14 three year old Heifers, 3 three yearold Bulloeks.
15 two year old do. 2 two year old do.
8 one year ofd da. I one year old do.
1 two year ol HEREFORD BULL.

- ’ L] .
62 Ewes two 8ad thr.« pears obd, with their Lumbe.

&0 Wethers, two years old, &7 Hogget Ewes,
43 Ewes, two years old 2 Rams
41 Hogget Wetbers, Also 8 Sheep. Racks,
TERMS—CASH.
st May, 1837,
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KILLIHA INDUSTRIAL SHOW. , A right royal weicon®™ was accorded Tulsk Notes (Co. Ros-
. . o IMr. C on Finneran, IFlaska, on his common).
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ber 1919 He 1is mum]mn'ml by his wife, and .|Yas adjourned on Saturday la >

after a short visit to his old home he :|September in respect to the memory
pPropos to visit some of Ireland’s |Of the late President Griffith.
Killina Industrial Show will be held on ¥ i ; : Conti Rain.
beauty spots .lnd then return to the . lh‘““““‘ ol Imost eontinuous
Saturday next, 1** Novr. The number of i\lhlt(‘% hlltl w {lll “l]“ hope “‘('lt when rmu(?)lh‘l:nt)(:::n: l};ud farmers are
. . things settle down here he will return ' or some a
exhibits surpass by far those of previ- |and live ; AR finding it prevty difficult to_save their
nd live inthe land where his youth 1ay crop. A great deal of good hay

ous years and include knitting, needle- |Was passed. has heen made up during July and
work, cookery, laundry, darning, |Emigration. = ¢ sl "|the early days of August, bub a de-
¢ided chiange has come in the weather
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5 red greatly and the greater
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popular and instructive annual fixture. TULSK HISTORY SO- | h‘u‘u ;1‘ ‘:,( aVy grain crop, and turnips

light H\k‘red their early failure. The
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. acte a i1story- . oo tebrs gre very large and
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KILLINA, gzn A"lboreu/rom Roscommon Herald, August 1924
A meeting of the Killina branch U | League
was held at the Camogue cross roadsat 7 o'clock |
on Sunday evening last. Mr T Rorke, C C, |
president, presided. There werea large pumber
of members present. The president read a |
communication from the National Directory re :
the Parliamentary Fund, and after a short dis- I g ‘
cussion it \‘\"]sb %ecided tok:xrnrd the subsciiption “ il
to Mr A Webb after Sunday next. A letter was | | O
read frcm the Kilmore branch of the U | League | THOMAS 0 GONNOR | “ | \'
re a subscription l’orllhe boy I:’ocb; who received L d[ | “‘W i
suine injuries récently at the Broadstone station, .
which was discussed at some length. The 4 es (l-l’d Gents Tal-IOI TﬂwSl\‘.wh
alleged malicious killiog of 2 donkey at Raheen
was discussed at some length,,after which the
following resolution was unamimcusly adopted:
* That we condemn the action of these insngniﬁ
cant people who killed tke poor docke
Raheen in their excitement on the nizht lhe
7th June last.” The recent elections were next
discussed, and the action of the so-called
Nationalists who called the local land grabbers |
and their connections to their assistance was
severely criticised, after which the following
resolution was unanimously adopted:—* That
we consider the action of Mr Jas Fagan, Elphin,
at the late L G Electicns as incontistable with
the principles of the National cause. .

e But we are pleased to loaun
that thls action is not going to be overlooked.
We also consider the action of the impcurted
factionist candidate highly impropzr in writing a
l=tter the morning of the election to the Corras-
lira tenants stating that all tke small tenants on (il !
the O'Cannor property would haye their tuf ‘ " “ —'.'0
bank free in future, as said tuif bank is now let |- el \
to outsiders and thus disippointing the poor | | |
tenants who were cajoled into supporting the B il it
candidature of the impo‘ned factionist at the Co wiic \/

Council Election,” After transacting routine | | e I i
business, it was decided to hold next mieeting at i i IR R e “‘ ! Gmhsd, L
Loughauck crots roads at 7 o'clockpmon Sun- | il LSRR ‘ i

\/‘ Sl

dav. 1ath Tulv.—1 T M*GRATH, hon sec. (R i i i
The above advert appeared in the Strokestown Democrat in January 1938. If you
June 1908 know where Mr OConnor operated from wed love to hear more!
historytulsk@gmail.com
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The above from The Roscommon Messenger,




