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Above: Freeman’s Journal, October 

19, 1911 (meeting of the Ancient Or-

der of Hibernians) 

Above: Handball results for the 
Irish Amateur Handball Union 
(IAHU) tournament in Tulsk, mid-
June 1933 (Roscommon Messen-
ger) 

Above: Roscommon Messenger  

December 26, 1931.  
Above: Roscommon & Leitrim Gazette, 

03 Oct. 1835. To serve a proposed new 

Mayo shipping port, the planned railway 

through Ireland—to have a junction in 

Tulsk—was scrapped when Blacksod Bay 

was deemed unsuitable (and dangerous) 

for docking ships . 
(1884) 

Above: Roscommon Herald, Jan 

10 1931 

Above: ‘Tulsk News’ from The 

Roscommon Messenger, 3rd Feb-

ruary 1912 



Remembering: Michael 
Cuttle (1878-1951).  From 
A  Dictionary of Roscommon 
Biography by Mike Lennon. 

A native of Ballybeg, Ogulla,  
Michael Cuttle was  a shep-
herd, farmer and athlete. He 
worked with his father and 
brothers as a herd for local 
farmers. He was a prominent 
half-miler (runner) in the 
west of Ireland and held the 
Connacht championship at 
the distance from 1901 to 
1906. He also competed suc-
cessfully at lesser distances. 
Later, he acted as a handicap-
per at the Tailteann Games 
and for the National Ath-
lethics & Cycling Association . 
Afterwards, he farmed in his 
native Ballybeg.  
Other notes on  Michael Cut-
tle include a Roscommon 
Herald article in 1957 that 
remembered him as  “the 
greatest and certainly one of 
the two greatest athletes ever 
produced in the county who 
did not gain national hon-
ours.” The article continued 
by stating that Cuttle “had a 
perfect style, held his body 
rigid, his hands characteristi-
cally, and moved with an 
easy, free, devastating stride. 
McKenzie, the then Irish 
champion, was beaten by him 
in Castlerea.” James J. 
McKenzie was a multiple Irish 
champion  who had represent-
ed Ireland in the international 
arena—he tried but failed to get 
Cuttle to sign for a top Dublin 
athletics club. In November 
1951 Michael Cuttle died in 
Roscommon Hospital after be-
ing struck from his bike by a 
van on his way home from 
Boyle. He had got up that 
morning at 6am to cycle to the 
fair in the town. He was laid to 
rest in Toberelva cemetry , Cas-
tleplunkett.  
 

The 

 
The above letter to the editor of the Ros-

common Messenger in February 1910, on 

the death of Patrick Larkin, Lisadurn 

Elphin—who was laid to rest in Killina– 

notes that the deceased had remembered 

the ‘Liberator’ Daniel O’Connell giving a 

lecture in Tulsk. It is notable in that this 

piece of text is the only one that has re-

called this significant event (that we know 

of).  

Above news from The Roscommon 

Messenger July 1905 

Above: Roscommon Messen-

ger February 1912 

tulskhs.com 

Above: Roscommon Messenger, Febru-

ary 1906 


