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Above: Roscommon Herald, Jan 03 

1931 

Above: Roscommon Messenger, June 7, 1913 

Above: Freeman’s Journal, Oct. 17, 

1883. Last month’s Morning Howl 

had news of a large demonstration 

that took place in the village just one 

year previous to this  Above:  A rare photo of Tulsk village in 1983.   Source unknown 

Above: Roscommon Herald, Aug. 18, 1928 



Remembering: Joan  Burke (née 

Crowley) (1928 –2016) nurse and 

public representative. From A  

Dictionary of Roscommon Biog-

raphy by Mike Lennon. 

A native of Roughgrove, Bandon, 

Co. Cork, Joan trained as a nurse 

and worked at Cherry Orchard 

Hospital, Dublin. While visiting 

Tulsk at the invitation of a nursing 

colleague, Freda Jones (née Len-

non), she met her future husband, 

James J. Burke, the local TD, and 

they mar-

ried in 

1959. Fol-

lowing her 

husband’s 

death in 

1964, she 

was elect-

ed by Fine 

Gael to contest the Roscommon by

-election. She was elected and con-

tinued to be re-elected in each sub-

sequent general election until she 

retired from politics in 1981. She 

suffered serious injuries in a traffic 

collision at Kilcock, Co. Kildare in 

1975. Following her retirement, 

she moved to Dublin where she 

died in November 2016. She was 

interred in Tulsk Cemetery. 
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Above: Roscommon Messenger, March 14, 

1908 

Above:  Belfast Newsletter, Sept. 20th, 

1965 

Above: Irish Independent, April 

20, 1989, in Des Rushe’s Thurs-

day column.  
Above: Roscommon Messenger, Aug. 25, 

1911 

Above: Roscommon Herald, April. 28, 

1928 

Above: Roscommon & Leitrim Gazette, April 

20, 1861—marriage of the landlord & lady of 

Cargins House (owned the estate from c. 

1852-1911) 


