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Sundas Foundation

reduce the number of children born with
thalassemia in the future. He said that
Speaker Punjab Assembly Malik Ahmad Khan
played a vital role in the approval of this
legislation, which was unanimously supported
by the Punjab Assembly.

He further emphasized that thalassemia
prevention is possible through timely
diagnosis and public awareness. He added
that Sundas Foundation has been providing
free treatment and blood transfusion
facilities to patients suffering from blood
disorders for many years.

On this occasion, Speaker Punjab Assembly
Malik Ahmad Khan paid tribute to the services
of Sundas Foundation, stating that the
organization has been serving humanity for
the past three decades and continues to
provide treatment to thousands of
thalassemia patients. He noted that Sundas
Foundation centers established across Lahore
and other parts of the country are offering
modern and quality healthcare facilities to
patients coming from remote areas.

The Speaker assured that the government and
the Punjab Assembly will continue extending
full support to Sundas Foundation in the
future to effectively combat deadly diseases
like thalassemia.

At the conclusion of the seminar, Sundas
Foundation Director Khalid Abbas Dar
thanked the Speaker Punjab Assembly,
guests, and participants, while stressing that
collective awareness  and preventive
measures are essential to  control
thalassemia. He urged people to undergo
thalassemia screening before marriage in
order to protect future generations from the
disease.

Awareness material regarding thalassemia
was also distributed during the seminar, while
participants appreciated the legislation and
social awareness efforts aimed at preventing
the disease.

PIAF news
Lahore Chamber Tanveer Ahmed
Sheikh, Khalid Pervaiz, and many
other members of PIAF and the
Lahore Chamber.
At the conclusion of the ceremony,
PIAF leadership reaffirmed their
commitment to unity, progress, and
collective efforts of the business
community.
Media & Publication Wing
PIAF / Lahore Chamber of Commerce
& Industry
(Anjum Nisar Group)

Dr Essa lab Marka e
Haq

On this occasion, the GM of Dr. Isa
Laboratory & Diagnostic Center,
Dr. Nayyar Jabeen, said in her
address:

> “We salute our Pakistan Armed
Forces and always stand firmly
with them. The Pakistan Army is a
symbol of our honor, pride, and
national security, and the entire
nation deeply values their
sacrifices.”

The rally was also attended by
Tariq Alam, Mukhtar Tasleem, Dr.
Warda, Dr. Noor, Kashif Ali, Sana,
and Shah Sheraz, along with
several other respected
personalities.

In addition, students from various
schools, members of the business
community, and a large number of
citizens participated in the rally to
express their love, respect, and
solidarity with the Pakistan
Armed Forces.

The purpose of the rally was to
raise voices in support of the
Pakistan Army, pay tribute to
their great sacrifices, and
demonstrate the nation’s
unwavering unity with the Armed

Forces of Pakistan. The
participants reaffirmed their
commitment that the entire

nation stands shoulder to
shoulder with its brave armed
forces for the security, stability,
and progress of the country.

During the rally, patriotic slogans
were chanted, and special prayers
were offered for the peace,
stability, and prosperity of
Pakistan. The grand gathering
became a remarkable example of
national unity, patriotism, and
solidarity.
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Islamabad

Marka e Haq

Ahmad Babar and Naveed Ashraf for
their strategic vision and remarkable
contributions to national defense.

He emphasized that Pakistan has
emerged as a responsible state that
not only possesses strong defensive
capabilities but also plays an
important role in promoting global
peace and stability. Referring to the
ongoing tensions between the United
States and Iran, the Prime Minister
noted that Pakistan's diplomatic
efforts and peace-building initiatives
have been widely appreciated by the
international community.

The Prime Minister reaffirmed that any
act of aggression against Pakistan
would receive an immediate, effective,
and comprehensive response. He
stressed that the country remains fully
vigilant and committed to
safeguarding its sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and national security.
Addressing the issue of terrorism, he
reiterated Pakistan’s determination to
eliminate  extremist threats and
continue its fight against terrorism
until its logical conclusion.

On the issue of Kashmir, the Prime
Minister stated that Kashmir remains
the unfinished agenda of the Partition
of the Subcontinent and that lasting
peace in South Asia is impossible
without a just resolution of the dispute
in accordance with United Nations
resolutions and the aspirations of the

Kashmiri people. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s unwavering support for the
Kashmiri people’s right to self-

determination.

Concluding his message, the Prime
Minister urged the nation to honor the
sacrifices of the martyrs by renewing
the pledge to stand united as a “steel
wall” against all threats and to
continue working selflessly for the
strength, dignity, and prosperity of
Pakistan.
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HER Parwaz: Empowering Young Women Through Mental Well-
being, Entrepreneurshlp, and Interfalth Harmony
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ahore Pakistan HER Parwaz, a
transformative youth empowerment

initiative implemented by OTAAQ in
collaboration with Chanan Development
Association and Aman Rang, successfully
concluded its impactful fellowship program
aimed at empowering young women from
diverse and underserved backgrounds
through mentorship, mental well-being,
entrepreneurship, and interfaith harmony.
The fellowship brought together 18 young
women representing a rich diversity of
communities and experiences.
Approximately 75% of the participants
belonged to madrasa backgrounds, while
the cohort also included representation
from Sikh, Hindu, and  Christian
communities, as well as a differently-abled
participant and students from universities
and other educational sectors. The project
created a rare and meaningful platform
where young women from varying faiths,
identities, and educational systems could
learn, connect, and grow together.

The vision behind HER Parwaz was to
create safe and inclusive spaces where
marginalized and underrepresented young
women could discover their potential,
strengthen their confidence, and develop
practical pathways toward personal and
economic empowerment. Through carefully
designed sessions, the fellowship focused
on mental health awareness, emotional
well-being, leadership development,
entrepreneurship, storytelling, and
interfaith and intrafaith harmony.

The program hosted an inspiring lineup of
mentors, trainers, and youth leaders from
diverse professional backgrounds. Among
the notable speakers and mentors
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were Sabihah Shaheen, Executive Director
of Bargad Youth Development Organization,
who engaged participants on leadership
and youth empowerment, and Amber
Bajwa, who contributed insights on youth
development and social impact. The
fellowship also featured artist and creative
mentor Maham and Heer Alvi, founder of
Khayalghar, alongside mentors associated
with the Amal Academy and entrepreneurs
leading their own startups and initiatives.
Mental health and psychosocial well-being
remained central to the fellowship
experience, with psychologists and mental
health facilitators conducting sessions
focused on emotional resilience, self-
awareness, healing, and personal growth.
The psychological component of the
project was led by Naimat ur Raheem, a
trainee clinical psychologist, who
facilitated sessions aimed at helping
participants better understand themselves,
their emotions, and their aspirations.

The fellowship was implemented through
the dedicated efforts of the core team,
including Sidra Amjad, Baseerat Iftikhar,
Ubaid Ali, and Zulgarnain lJaffer, whose
collective teamwork and commitment
transformed the vision of HER Parwaz into
a meaningful reality.
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Beyond skill-building, the fellowship

fostered deep human connections among
participants. By the conclusion of the
program, participants not only gained
practical insights into transforming their
talents into sustainable opportunities but
also formed friendships that transcended
religious, social, and educational divides.
Through shared dialogue, collaborative
activities, and collective learning
experiences, the participants lived and
experienced the true essence of interfaith
and intrafaith harmony.

The impact of HER Parwaz extended far
beyond workshops and mentorship
sessions. It became a space of belonging,
empowerment, healing, and hope
demonstrating how inclusive youth-led
initiatives can bridge divides, uplift
marginalized voices, and inspire young
women to envision a future where their
identities, skills, and dreams are valued and
celebrated.

HER Parwaz stands as a testament to the
power of collaboration, diversity, and youth
leadership in building stronger, more
compassionate communities.
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a talented Pakistani singer, host, and
~model known for her charming
personality and versatile talent. With her
unique style and confident presence, she
has made a strong impression in the
media and entertainment industry. Her
work in music, hosting, and fashion has
earned her admiration from audiences
and fans alike.
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A prestigious event organized by DM
News and hosted by Dr. Malik in Greater
Manchester marked the anniversary of
Maarka-e-Haq with great enthusiasm
and patriotic spirit. The gathering was
attended by prominent personalities
including Chairman BoG OPF, MNA Ehsan
Bajwa, the Consul General, MP Afzal
Khan, community leaders, journalists,
and members of the Pakistani diaspora.

The speakers paid glowing tribute to
Pakistan's civil and military leadership
for their courage, strategic vision, and
decisive response during Operation
Bunyan ul Marsoos on 10 May 2025,
describing it as a defining moment in
safeguarding Pakistan’s sovereignty and
national dignity. Participants applauded

the professionalism and unity
demonstrated by the armed forces and
national institutions in defending the
country with strength and determination.
Addressing the audience, the speakers
emphasized that Pakistan has always
preferred peace and regional stability,
but never allowed its desire for peace to
be interpreted as weakness. They
highlighted that Pakistan’s mature
diplomacy,military preparedness, and
effective leadership have strengthened
its position on the international stage.
Special appreciation was expressed for
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar's
diplomatic efforts, which have
contributed to Pakistan’s growing role as
a facilitator for dialogue and

understanding between Iran and
the United States.

The event concluded with prayers
for the prosperity, stability, and
continued success of Pakistan,
while reaffirming unwavering
support for the nation’s armed
forces and leadership.
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Lahore: Khawaja Shahzeb Akram, Senior
Vice Chairman of BMP and Former Senior
Vice President of FPCCI, hosted a grand
dinner at Faletti’s Hotel Lahore in honor of
Mian Anjum Nisar, Chairman BMP and
Former President FPCCI. The event was
attended by distinguished business
leaders from across the country.
A large  number  of

Commerce and trade organizations
participated in the gathering, reflecting
unity and harmony within the business
community.

Khawaja Shahzeb Akram extended special
thanks to Muhammad Ali Mian (Former
President Lahore Chamber), Tahir Javed
Malik (Former President Lahore
Chamber), Ali Haseeb Asghar (Chairman
PBG Lahore), Nasir Hayat Magoon, Rafiq
Suleman, and Sultan Rehan (Karachi)

A
International

prominent &
representatives from various Chambers of &
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Lahore: Khawaja Shahzeb Akram, Senior
Vice Chairman of BMP and Former Senior
Vice President of FPCCI, hosted a grand
dinner at Faletti's Hotel Lahore in honor of
Mian Anjum Nisar, Chairman BMP and
Former President FPCCI. The event was
attended by distinguished business
leaders from across the country.

A large number of  prominent
representatives from various Chambers of
Commerce and trade organizations

participated in the gathering, reflecting
unity and harmony within the business
community.
Khawaja Shahzeb Akram extended special
thanks to Muhammad Ali Mian (Former
President Lahore Chamber), Tahir Javed
Malik (Former President Lahore
Chamber), Ali Haseeb Asghar (Chairman
PBG Lahore), Nasir Hayat Magoon, Rafiq
Suleman, and Sultan Rehan (Karachi)
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Congratulations on the occasion of Hajj and Eid ul Adha.
May Allah accept your efforts and grant you a blessed Eid.
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Hussainia Khawajgan
announced its
PIAF
(Anjum Nisar Group). In this regard,
a dignified ceremony was held at a
private hotel, where a 100-member
delegation of the Anjuman, led by

Anjuman
(Narowali) has
unconditional joining of

its President Jawa,
participated.

The delegation met with PIAF
Patron-in-Chief and SAARC
Chamber Vice President Mian

Anjum Nisar, Chairman PIAF and

Bagir Ali

‘ President

Anjuman Hussainia Khawajgan (Narowali)
Announces Unconditional Joining of PIAF @m
(Anlum Nisar Group)

Lahore Chamber
Faheem ur Rehman Sehgal, along
with other PIAF leaders. on tha
occasion, Anjuman  Hussainia
Khawajgan (Narowali) also
announced its unconditional
support for PIAF (Anjum Nisar
Group) in the upcoming Lahore
Chamber elections.

PIAF (Anjum Nisar Group) hosted a
dinner in honor of the delegation,
attended by prominent members of
the business community, Lahore

Chamber board members, and a
large number of voters. During the
ceremony, President Bagqir Ali Jawa
formally announced joining PIAF in
the presence of a large gathering,
which was warmly welcomed by
the participants.

The event was also attended by
Senior Vice Chairman PIAF
Nasrullah Mughal, Vice Chairman
Tahir Manzoor, former Chairman
Muhammad Ali Mian, Senior Vice
President continue on page (49



Sundas Foundation'HoldsiThalassemia
Awareness'Seminar;at|Punja

Lahore: On the occasion of International
Thalassemia Day, a special awareness
seminar was organized at the Punjab
Assembly under the auspices of Sundas
Foundation. Speaker Punjab Assembly,
Malik Ahmad Khan, attended the seminar
as the chief guest. The event focused on
thalassemia prevention, improved patient
care, and raising public awareness about
the disease.

The seminar was attended by Sundas

HIDDEN NO MORE
FINDING THE UNDIAGNOSE PPORTING THE UNSEEN

Foundation Founder and President
Muhammad Yasin Khan, Director Khalid
Abbas Dar, members of the assembly,
social  personalities, doctors, and
individuals from various walks of life.
Addressing the seminar, Muhammad
Yasin Khan stated that the Punjab
Assembly’s legislation to make
thalassemia testing mandatory before
marriage is a historic initiative that will
significantly help continue on Page (49)
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MASSTRANSIT SYSTEM

FEATURES OF THE PROJECT:

20.3 KM

LONG CORRIDOR
(11.1 KM ELEVATED)

22

STATE-OF-THE-ART
STATIONS

27

ARTICULATED BUSES
(18M BUSES)

2

ELECTRIC
TYRE-BASED TRAMS

90,918

DAILY PASSENGERS
RIDERSHIP

INTEGRATION WITH

FEEDER ROUTES



2 ‘Maarka-e-Haq” Rally Organized by Dr. Essa

f;‘ / Laboratory & Diagnostic Center
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Dr. Isa Laboratory & Diagnostic Center 1_:(’ :
organized a grand rally in connection with
“Maarka-e-Haq,” where prominent
personalities from the medical, business,
social, and government sectors participated
and expressed strong solidarity with the
Pakistan Armed Forces. The rally was
attended by DG Health Dr. Khalid Mehmood,

= o
President FPCCI Zaki Aijaz, Deputy Director - " f] - Fe ; IIEJ"I 'J_
ASF Shabbir Gondal, CEO AKIC Miss Tabinda _ I\.\ Eelp_ % b _:. : \/

Islam, CEO OTO Tarig Mehmood, Ali Anwar \

Sahib, Major Iftikhar & Mrs. Major Iftikhar, R , Y (
Hunain Zubairi CEO Hadi E-learning, and v : ~ g a L‘
Tehseen Al Qadri, Managing Editor of Youth [J L\ S

International Magazine, along with many

other distinguished personalities from . . » § Z A
different walks of life. continue on page (49) | TS 3 4 ; P B SN i
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Her journey proves
that true success
is hot achievement
but lifting others
along the way with

deep compassion
and purpose.




Ph.D. Scholar

Research Associate (Geography)

¢ Educational Ambassador (Centre For Alternative Perspectives)
¢ Community Volunteer & Social Activist

From Bahawalnagar to Berlin, Agsa Aziz's journey reflects
resilience, purpose, and impact beyond borders. At the
University of the Punjab, she emerged as a leading organizer
and team leader, earning recognition at the Punjab Youth
Festival 2013 for contributing to the largest human made flag of
Pakistan. She dedicated her rewards to supporting education
for underserved communities. Her academic path in
geography also included working as a research associate,
where she contributed to projects such as the development of
world maps from a national perspective, combining intellectual
growth with a strong sense of social responsibility.

During her MPhil in 2015-17, she actively engaged in community
service and civic initiatives. She volunteered with K-3 Shaheen
Events Lahore and participated in the Lahore Sufi Festival,
worked with the Alkhidmat Foundation, and supported
fundraising efforts for Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer
Hospital. She also contributed to raising civic awareness and
supported acid attack survivors through initiatives inspired by
Musarrat Misbah at Olompolo Media Lahore. Alongside this, she
developed a strong voice as a writer, contributing to Express
News, Dawn News, Daily Rahnuma, and various online
platforms, highlighting Pakistan’s cultural, social, and political
dimensions. Her commitment to grassroots development is
further reflected in her five years of teaching children in rural
communities till 2023.

Continuing her academic journey, in 2024 she started to pursue
her dream as a Ph.D scholar and never stopped publishing
research papers in national and international journals focusing
on Geographical perspectives. At Freie Universitdt Berlin, she
contributes to the Global Inequalities program and engages
with critical global challenges. Now based in Berlin as of 2025
for her studies, she actively promotes Pakistani culture,
supports student communities, and collaborates across
countries, including China, the United States, India, and
Bangladesh. She also serves as a Member and Educational
Ambassador at the Center for Alternative Perspectives and
participates in educational and cultural initiatives, including
film events for Globally recognised artists like Sarmad Khoosat
and many more. Her journey reflects that true impact lies in
purpose, uplifting others, building connections, and
representing one’s roots with dignity and pride.
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According to Pentagon officials, the purpose of these agreements is to speed
up decision-making in the military, make data analysis more accurate, and
make operations more effective. These Al systems will operate on secure and
confidential networks. Where, highly sensitive information is handled.
According to Pentagon officials, the purpose of these contracts is to speed up
decision-making in the military, make data analysis more accurate and
make operations more effective. These Al systems will work on secure and
confidential networks. Where, highly sensitive information is handled.

The use of Al systems in the Pentagon is growing rapidly. More than 1.3 million |
employees have started using these tools in a short time since their launch.

Al company Anthropic was not included in these agreements because supply

chain and policy-related issues could not be agreed with the company

Trump slaps tariffs again, 100% tax on pharma while relief for metals like steel and aluminum

What Does Donald Trump Want?

The message from Donald Trump is
becoming increasingly clear: foreign
pharmaceutical companies must either
lower medicine prices for Americans or
move their manufacturing operations to
the United States. Companies refusing to
comply could face heavy taxes to continue
operating in the American market.
Separate Limits for Friendly Nations

Under the proposed policy, companies
relocating part of their production to the
US would remain within a 20% tax bracket.
However, America’s close economic allies
— including Japan, South Korea, and the
European Union — would receive
preferential treatment, with tariffs capped
at 15%.

This distinction highlights Washington'’s
attempt to protect strategic partnerships
while still pushing global industries toward
American soil.

Who Received Relief?

At the same time, the administration has
offered major relief to domestic
manufacturers by cutting import duties on
steel, copper, and daluminum. Previously
taxed at 50%, these metals will now face

25%|
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a reduced 25% tariff.

The move is expected to provide American industries with cheaper raw materials,
potentially boosting manufacturing competitiveness and easing production
costs across multiple sectors.

Why Was the Decision Taken?

The policy shift also appears tied to legal and financial pressure. Earlier this year,
the Supreme Court struck down several previous Trump-era tariffs, forcing the US
government to refund nearly $166 billion.

Analysts believe the new taxation framework is designed partly to recover lost
revenue while reshaping America’s industrial and pharmaceutical strategy.

What Do Critics Say?

Pharmaceutical companies have reportedly been given between 120 and 180
days to adapt to the new rules. While the steel sector has welcomed the tariff
reductions, healthcare experts warn that aggressive taxes on imported
medicines may ultimately increase treatment costs for ordinary continue on(49 )
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The 50th Grand Hajj Symposium was held in Jeddah to outline new measures aimed at improving pilgrims’ services and

managing extreme heat.

Among others, Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, Sardar Muhammad Yousaf attended the event.

Radio Pakistan’s correspondent Asad Ullah Khan reports from Saudi Arabia that the symposium brought together
religious affairs ministers and heads of Hajj missions from around the globe.

Welcoming the guests, Saudi Arabia’s Minister for Hajj and Umrah said providing the best facilities to pilgrims remains the
government’s top priority. He said extensive arrangements have been made to protect pilgrims from extreme heat.

The session also reviewed digital reforms for managing pilgrims’ movement within the holy sites.

Government Ensures Full Facilitation for Shia Pilgrims During Hajj 2026: Sardar Muhammad Yousuf

Government Ensures Full Facilitation for
Shia Pilgrims During Hajj 2026: Sardar
Muhammad Yousuf

MAKKAH, May (APP) — Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony,
Sardar Muhammad  Yousaf, has
reaffirmed the Government of Pakistan’s
commitment to providing comprehensive
facilities to Shia pilgrims performing Haijj
2026, ensuring that all rituals, including
Qurbani, are conducted in accordance
with their religious beliefs.

During his visit to the Al-Aziziya region in
Makkah, the Minister inspected
accommodation facilities and met with
prominent Shia scholars and pilgrims to
review arrangements related to lodging,
transport, and catering. The delegation
included respected religious figures and
community representatives, who
expressed satisfaction over the
arrangements made by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs.

The pilgrims appreciated the
government’s proactive coordination with
Saudi authorities, including a pre-
departure virtual consultation with the

Kingdom's “Adahi Project,” which helped address jurisprudential requirements
related to ritual sacrifice in advance. They noted that for Hajj 2026, all concerns
had been carefully accommodated, ensuring smooth facilitation both in
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

According to the Haijj operations micro-plan, approximately 3,100 Shia pilgrims
under the Government Hajj Scheme will proceed directly to the plains of Arafat
on the night of 8th Dhul Hijjah instead of staying in Ming, in accordance with
their religious requirements. Special arrangements have been finalized to
ensure comfort, safety, and religious compliance.

The Federal Minister reiterated that the government remains fully committed to
ensuring equal facilitation for all pilgrims without discrimination, enabling them
to perform their religious obligations peacefully and in line with their respective
schools of thought.




At the 6th Palgham -e-Islam Conference held in Islamabad on May 2026, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
received the prestigious Al-Agsa Shield from Dr. Mahmoud Al-Habbash, Supreme Shariah Judge and Advisor
to the Palestinian President, in recognition of Pakistan’s unwavering support for Palestine and the Muslim
Ummah. During the conference, the Prime Minister also presented special shields on behalf of the Saudi
leadership to the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, reflecting the strong brotherly ties and shared
.commitment towards peace, unity and Islamic solidarity
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Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with the beneficiaries of PM's Youth
..Business and Agriculture Loan Scheme halllng from Gilgit Baltistan
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf maugurated the 100 MW Solar Pro ect in Gilgit-Baltistan and distributed solar panels among benefucnanes under the Prime Minister's
.Free Solar Scheme during a ceremony held in Gilgit on , reaffirming the government’s commitment to clean energy, sustainable development and public welfare
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World Urban Forum Opens a New Chapter in
Pakistan-Azerbaijan Economic Relations

» Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz's successful diplomacy in Baku opens new economic avenues for Punjab
» Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif held a detailed meeting with Azerbaijan’s Minister of Economy,
Mikayil Jabbarov
» Aformal decision was made to establish a joint working group for economic cooperation and investment
» Senior Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb, nominated by Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz, has been appointed
head of the working group
» The working group will include relevant government departments and technical experts from both sides. 1
» The group will identify priority sectors for cooperation, organize investment opportunities,
and facilitate joint projects
» Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz invited Azerbaijan's Minister of Economy to visit Pakistan
» The Chief Minister also highlighted Punjab’s ongoing economic transformation
agenda during the meeting

#MaryamNawazinBaku #ApniChhatApnaGhar




Central Asia

CAR Monitoring Desk

President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev and
President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon

are starting a new era of brotherly close and
cordial bonds, strengthening bilateral relations
and fostering economic ties into a meaningful
partnership have launched 10 major
cooperation projects after the very first
meeting of Supreme Interstate Council at
Tashkent on 26 March 2026.

An agreement was reached to intensify
cooperatiom in the security sphere.

|
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Kuksaroy residence, President of Uzbekistan
specifically noted that the current state visit of
the President of Tajikistan marks a landmark

event and represents another important step in
strengthening the centuries-old bonds of
friendship, good neighborliness, and mutual
respect between the two countries.

“Today, we are opening the first meeting of the
Supreme Interstate Council. This format will
undoubtedly elevate bilateral cooperation to a
qualitatively new level and enrich it with
practical content.” - Shavkat Mirziyoyev

Uzhek-Tajik New Era of Cooperation

First Meeting of Supreme Interstate Council
10 Major Projects Launched by the Leaders

This mutual achievement was secured during
the state visit of President Emomali Rahmon
to Tashkent at the invitation of the President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who welcomed the
brotherly guest at Tashkent-Humo International
Airport. The bilateral talks, along with the
meeting of the Council, a formal welcoming
ceremony at the Kuksaroy residence, a guard of
honor, and a military orchestra performance of
the national anthems of Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan, were also held.

Presidents launched major cooperation
projects that include the establishment of
enterprises for the production of furniture
and leather goods, the expansion of
household appliance manufacturing, the

construction of textile facilities in Tajikistan, the

development of a residential complex and retail
facilities in Tashkent, and the launch of canned
goods production in the Fergana region.

In addition, production facilities for dairy
products in the Andijan region, as well as flour
briquettes in the

fruit juices and metal

Surkhandarya region, were launched.

The Presidents of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
expressed confidence that the implementation
of these projects will provide strong momentun
for the further expansion of bilateral trade and
economic cooperation.

The talks were held in a narrow format at the

Uzbek-Tajik strategic partnership and alliance
with concrete substance and breakthrough
initiatives,” said Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

The leaders also visited the Oybek—Fotekhobod
border trade center, where they were introduced to
digital systems for goods certification, the exchange
of “E-Permit” authorizations, and the modernization
of border crossing points.

Numerous joint projects are being successfully
implemented key
industry, construction, agriculture, textiles, electrical

across sectors, including

engineering, pharmaceuticals, and others.
Currently, the capitals of the two countries are

connected by ten regular flights, as well as bus and
rail services, while freight traffic continues to grow.

levels of

Active and close contacts at the
governments, parliaments, and agencies were

noted with satisfaction.

In preparation for the visit, a meeting of the
Intergovernmental Commission, an industrial
exhibition, and forums of regional leaders,
rectors, scientists, youth, and think tanks were
successfully held. Uzbekistan is also hosting
the Days of Tajik Culture and Cinema.

During the meeting, the parties discussed in
detail new areas of cooperation, analyzed the
use of potential opportunities, and made a
number of important decisions designed to
give a significant impetus to strengthening
mutually beneficial Uzbek-Tajik cooperation.

Special attention was paid to measures to
increase the volume of mutual trade, stimulate
the growth of industrial cooperation, enhance
transport connectivity, and strengthen water
and energy security.

Last year, bilateral trade approached $1 billion,
driven primarily by the exchange of finished
goods. The parties also considered opportunities
to increase bilateral trade to $2 billion by 2030.
This will be facilitated by agreements to accelerate
the establishment of the Oybek-Fotekhobod
border trade center.

In addition, a dedicated Industrial Cooperation
Program is being adopted, which includes
projects in the mining, energy, agricultural,
electrical, light, construction, and other sectors.

The importance of expanding the capital base of
the Joint Investment Company to support
promising projects was noted. Today, new joint
projects in the territories of both countries will
also be launched.

Prospects for cooperation in the fields of energy,
water management, transport, and many other
areas were substantially reviewed and outlined.
The leaders agreed to give additional impetus to
interregional ties and to encourage humanitarian,
educational, and scientific exchanges.

At the meeting, reports were heard from the
co-chairs of the Intergovernmental Commission,
the Prime Ministers of the two countries, on key
areas of cooperation. Following the meeting, a
wide package of comprehensive roadmap
documents covering the full implementation of
the agreements reached was signed.
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The Middle East witnessed another dramatic turn as rising regional tensions, military confrontations, and energy disruptions
continued to reshape the geopolitical landscape. From southern Lebanon to the Strait of Hormuz, developments over recent
days have signaled a period of deep uncertainty for both regional stability and global energy markets.
Escalation in Southern Lebanon
Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon reportedly killed at least seven people, including emergency workers and soldiers, further
intensifying tensions along the border. The attacks have added to fears of a broader regional conflict, as violence continues
to spill across multiple fronts in the Middle East.
The situation has drawn international concern, particularly over the safety of civilians and humanitarian workers operating
in conflict zones. Analysts warn that continued escalation could destabilize the already fragile security environment in
Lebanon and neighboring states.
Gulf Leaders Call for Regional Stability
Amid the growing uncertainty, Gulf leaders gathered in Saudi Arabia for high-level discussions focused on regional security
and diplomacy. In a strongly worded statement, Gulf nations urged Iran to take “serious efforts to rebuild confidence”
following what they described as “treacherous” attacks affecting regional stability.
The meeting highlighted increasing concern among Gulf states over maritime security, energy infrastructure, and the wider
impact of ongoing tensions between Iran, Israel, and the United States.
Diplomatic observers believe the summit reflects a renewed push by Gulf countries to prevent further military escalation
while safeguarding economic interests and energy exports.
UAE Announces Departure from OPEC
In one of the most surprising developments, the United Arab Emirates announced that it will officially leave OPEC on Friday,
ending nearly six decades of membership in the influential oil-producing alliance.
The decision marks a historic shift in Gulf energy politics and could significantly impact global oil markets. Analysts suggest
the UAE may now seek greater independence in setting production targets and expanding its long-term energy strategy
beyond OPEC constraints.
The announcement immediately sparked speculation regarding future oil prices, regional alliances, and the balance of
influence among major energy-producing nations.,
First LNG Tanker Crosses Strait of Hormuz
In another significant development, the first liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker successfully passed through the Strait of
Hormuz after months of severe disruption caused by regional conflict.
According to marine tracking firm Kpler, the LNG carrier Mubaraz, operated by Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC),
transported nearly 133,000 cubic metres of LNG from the UAE through the strategic waterway.
The Strait of Hormuz had effectively been disrupted following military strikes involving the United States, Israel, and Iran
earlier this year. Iran’s retaliatory measures and subsequent maritime restrictions severely affected global shipping routes
and energy supplies.
The successful passage of the Mubaraz is being viewed as a cautiously optimistic sign for international energy markets,
though experts warn that the region remains highly volatile.
A Region at a Crossroads
The latest developments underline how deeply interconnected conflict, diplomacy, and energy security have become in the
Middle East. Military escalation, political realignment, and economic uncertainty are unfolding simultaneously, creating one
of the most delicate moments for the region in recent years.
As global powers continue to monitor the situation closely, the coming weeks may prove critical in determining whether
diplomacy can prevail over confrontation — or whether the region moves toward an even more uncertain future.




Prime Minister’s Historic Message on the First Anniversary of “Marka-e-Haq”
“A Renewed Pledge to Stand as a Steel Wall for Pakistan”

I slamabad — On the completion of one year of
Marka-e-Haq (Battle for Truth), Prime Minister of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif described the occasion as a day of
gratitude to Almighty Allah, remembrance of
national resilience, and renewal of the collective
commitment to defend the homeland.

In his special message to the nation, the Prime
Minister stated that Marka-e-Haq has become a
shining chapter in Pakistan’s history, proving to the
world that the Pakistani nation is not only peace-
loving but also courageous, dignified, steadfast,
and unwavering in the face of aggression.

He paid rich tribute to the martyrs, war veterans,
and their families, saying that Pakistan’s armed
forces demonstrated exceptional professionalism
and coordination across land, sea, air, and cyber
domains, delivering a decisive response to enemy
aggression and establishing Pakistan as an
unconquerable force.

The Prime Minister praised the courageous
leadership of Syed Asim Munir and also
commended Zaheer continue on page (49)
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