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Anna was a thirteen ed with her sister, Mia,
1|.l >

nd, when they had e lak ﬁ fron¥
i ery y/mod d no

f their hou
time to play with éﬁ?f"’“ jn er then .‘S the girls ‘Rﬁ'ﬁ’g
themselves b fishing in the .N d with sticks, creating new

, aways to try and get the fish to con Lhe . They also made

cubbies arolnd thg ide o 'Idhqir houge™ 1d played games on

~ the deck b \ X f
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Mia was a smart seven year old sirl and e en , she didn’t
want to be sent to boarding school: But her parents packed
her and her sister away an@ sent them off, without even a
~wave. The girls sat down in their seats and miserably talked
' aboxﬁow they longed to be home. But as Mia lifted her heavy
off her lap and put.it up the top of the bag rack,

started to go wrong.
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Suddenly, the s Everyone |
disappeared and theys They were
standing on the plain grase-;._,,_ their bags..
All that was near them wass of bow and

arrows. Anna_, who was luckyéﬁ‘@ygh to, nrolled in a school
| cked up e bow and%rrows
She looked"at a duck-in front of heZie B and shot it. The
girls, not knowing what else t@ do, ran to the duck. They
collected sticks and Anma got a b0)'< of matches out of her
pocket, as she’ was' cky enough to go to/;nschool that taught

her to nev;r'go anyw lere mthoujZox of maJ:ches #lthough

they didn’t learn muéh maths . or ng‘sh or proper school

stuff.
/

They it a fire and roak?c-ed }h@duck after plucking its feathers
out. It was a messy bus‘m*essfbut it needed to be done and it
was a part of life - their, llves _After th-ey ate their meal, they
didn’t feel sorry for the duckat all.because it was a delicious
lunch or dinner. They weren’t sure which but it was getting
dark so they decidegd it was dinner. The girls tried to find a
. plgce to sleep and didn’t dare kee lklng because they were

afraid of what might be in the w@@@§in front of them. But they
also didn’t know where to“go for s'reep”After they *ad



closg up on the

- -
— ,.l

R i ‘c { ~
. F
“The woods had aina Ci f - v-:ﬁ was- f_ led with
lusciousl p@ﬂds an!zlg P‘ 5and beaut ully rich

‘pads of gras.sépet d ! re 'Fhe. glrls love walking

they Walked to t &
exit. LN SIS
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thrgugh Qbf;é It was Héy r‘leededf‘ er being
shoved k'hf.gn.a"ﬁragm -5 'ah!er; them: té ome andl
bem‘)g sent to boarding/se " ' mg_ayb'good ye. But as
they, stodped do u- Or "-"-I’.m 8. nearby pogliof water in
-.-.:front of them, hq were Zgirls in the
; réﬂéctlon " % ! )\ 5 ""‘"ﬂ"‘ p on the
second .r mﬁm\“w . " # 4
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The othec'g lg.vvas beauTtit s Shie 1 algr;c blond hair
wyagd deep b é eyes:b lt 3 _luﬁgé"_of -in them. Her
4 clothes \Le,;%a Osias: ‘bea as her freckled face. She was

wearingblue ¢ s—hﬂh co he pond in front of .them.

She alsol fad on' a~ﬁ”nk st ig_l!_ +the flowers on a

Pamilia. .@Iﬂ-deniy it seemed aS-it e rierything had paused as

~.the girlsstook it allin. -
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The girl introduced!ers
been in the woods,
&rs. She had no frt
owrprotective. She w;
but the trees and the

She also got into th
she was fourteen. Falsass 0 a set of bow and

s eight
g for overstour

pare were
talked to anyone

qnd

arrows as soon (ly, on the words
“Travelling for foli nP&red thegway back
to the entrance, @ idmt! want to walk for

o)
d
nger

four years in thatlg ' Elen with them
. . N

find the trees wo fley were a'El
together and the magical feeling ofithedWwoods grew
inside each one of them. ‘,» = I

They headed back and lookf\éd' In another pool to take a drink.
As they kneeled dowrl, 't‘bey saw another girl who wasn’t there
before. She had short green dyed hair and a flowing dress on
her - a blue one. She toc’had one bO), and arrow and had got
there the'same way theef had. '
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Now, it was abolit after
sisters, Mia and Ar?ha of|

Marlee. The girls lecc%v
when she was four. No

of water and Helen and Marlee showed them..-wh_
difference waev’ieetween e drlnkable lakes to th&
from that: da.y «1: ‘hiy drank ﬂiem the deea@[ue lakes
The three older g gitls’'shot a hlts_t_Mla ljt the‘iﬂre for.the -

night Th‘ez/‘ ate (gl _bod
night. . -
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On the second da;/, when mc mordng h‘ad come they saw that
the trees that were towerin ver them last night, blocking out
the stars, had cleared ang% othey could see the sun so
warm and hear the waves o cean. They could see a
clearing far aheadiof thent, an e a -{m'jrky pond. They ran
toward style exit, glad to get o the forest. But Helen and
Marlee knew better. iy




heir hands in, only to
&s they looked to the
| ugh and thick

Al [\ecrossed, one
ke it to the othée¥ side.
Helen weng first, the then:Anna.Anna went
last because she w " tér. Helen went first

i k. .

because she Wan_te_'

They had been there b ,
find the mud was st
left, there was a ¢
enough for them'
by one, thlnklng
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But this time, A bridge broke“under
her weight. It h Y : It 'now it had taken
too much. For on the | SE8P, tf ,j ge broke in half!
Anna swam tot dge DERIOU NG hat @ as stuck. The gﬁ’ls

tried to pull her out but k Ehile. ﬁa ly she got out and -
bathed in a lake m§¢h fB e _'_*;i | -
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The}élrls shaken after Anna s fall, followed Helen the oldest
then Anna behind her, the tﬂ_@_ﬁldest then the youngest Mia

and finally Marlee, the‘swt Helen tested all the
bridges they crossed first, with“courage.
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ed Mia and after
ntil Marlee

Finally, they saw a (3a#e mountain}
shone in the sunsetsglow. The girls kept™
- reached the foot of th&imountain. Theke

she had a phone in her pocket for the whole time.




So she gave itito Anna ar’ﬁ all the girls said, “You could have
told us!” But%en all the girls except for the youkst, \IER

realised thgw had phones too. So Anna dialled her cousins
from New !‘ar!i, caught a passing train that God sent them

and all the girls lived with Anna and Mia’s cousins.
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