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EveryÊnowÊandÊthen,ÊIÊfindÊmyselfÊthinkingÊaboutÊthoseÊwhoÊlivedÊlongÊbeforeÊus,ÊinÊtheÊ
premodernÊera.ÊTheyÊdealtÊwithÊtheÊsameÊbasicÊquestionsÊaboutÊlifeÊ-Êlove,Êsurvival,Êfear,Ê
hopeÊ-ÊbutÊtheirÊworldÊwasÊmuchÊsmaller.ÊTheyÊcouldn’tÊpeekÊbeyondÊtheirÊownÊvillagesÊ
orÊtribes,ÊandÊoften,ÊtheÊonlyÊnewsÊtheyÊhadÊcameÊfromÊtheÊpeopleÊrightÊnextÊdoor.Ê
NeighbouringÊtribesÊweren’tÊjustÊstrangers;ÊtheyÊwereÊpotentialÊthreats,ÊenemiesÊeven.Ê
TheirÊsenseÊofÊtheÊworldÊwasÊlimited,ÊandÊsoÊwasÊtheirÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊhardshipsÊ
andÊstrugglesÊhappeningÊfarÊaway. 

Today,Êit’sÊaÊcompletelyÊdifferentÊstory.ÊWe’reÊbombardedÊdailyÊwithÊnewsÊfromÊeveryÊ
cornerÊofÊtheÊglobeÊ-Êwars,Êcrises,Êdisasters.ÊTheÊconstantÊstreamÊofÊgrimÊheadlinesÊcanÊ
beÊoverwhelming.ÊWeÊmightÊshutÊoffÊtheÊradioÊorÊputÊourÊphonesÊaway,ÊtryingÊtoÊescapeÊ
theÊweightÊofÊitÊall,ÊbutÊthat’sÊnotÊtheÊrealityÊweÊliveÊin.ÊWe’reÊconnectedÊinÊwaysÊthatÊnoÊ
oneÊbeforeÊusÊcouldÊhaveÊimagined,ÊandÊthatÊconnectionÊcomesÊwithÊitsÊownÊchallenges. 

So,ÊwhatÊdoÊIÊdoÊwithÊallÊtheseÊissuesÊthatÊfeelÊsoÊbigÊandÊoutÊofÊmyÊcontrol?ÊFirst,ÊIÊallowÊ
myselfÊtoÊfeelÊtheÊangerÊandÊfrustrationÊthatÊariseÊfromÊwitnessingÊsufferingÊIÊcan’tÊ
immediatelyÊfix.ÊThoseÊfeelingsÊareÊimportantÊ-ÊtheyÊremindÊmeÊIÊcare.ÊThen,ÊIÊreflectÊonÊ
howÊIÊmightÊactuallyÊmakeÊaÊdifference,ÊevenÊinÊaÊsmallÊway,ÊforÊthoseÊcaughtÊinÊtheÊ
middleÊofÊconflict.ÊIÊtalkÊtoÊothersÊaboutÊwhat’sÊhappening,ÊhopingÊtoÊsparkÊ
understandingÊandÊcompassion.ÊFinally,ÊIÊtakeÊwhateverÊactionsÊIÊcanÊ-ÊnoÊmatterÊhowÊ
smallÊ-ÊtoÊhelp. 

I’mÊjustÊoneÊperson,ÊbutÊtogetherÊwithÊmyÊchurchÊfamily,Êwe’reÊdoingÊourÊbestÊtoÊ
supportÊthoseÊaroundÊus.ÊOnÊ4ÊMay,ÊJillÊHawkey,ÊtheÊdirectorÊofÊtheÊChristchurchÊ
MethodistÊMission,ÊvisitedÊourÊchurchÊtoÊshareÊherÊinsightsÊandÊinspireÊus.ÊThatÊvisitÊ
helpedÊusÊseeÊnewÊwaysÊtoÊsupportÊoneÊanother.ÊI’mÊalsoÊhappyÊtoÊintroduceÊDebÊCullen,Ê
whoÊhasÊjoinedÊusÊtoÊexploreÊhowÊourÊchurchÊcanÊbetterÊserveÊtheÊwiderÊcommunity.Ê
DebÊwillÊbeÊworkingÊpart-timeÊfromÊourÊchurchÊoffice,ÊdedicatingÊthreeÊhoursÊtwiceÊaÊ
weekÊtoÊthisÊmission.ÊIt’sÊanÊexcitingÊnewÊchapterÊforÊDebÊandÊforÊallÊofÊus,ÊandÊI’mÊeagerÊ
toÊseeÊwhereÊthisÊjourneyÊtakesÊusÊasÊweÊlookÊforÊwaysÊtoÊhelpÊthoseÊinÊneedÊrightÊhereÊ
atÊhomeÊandÊbeyond.ÊÊÊÊÊÊ 

Rev. Martin Sungchel OH 



HiÊthere!ÊI’mÊDebÊCullenÊyourÊnewÊSupportÊÊServiceÊ
provider.ÊIÊamÊveryÊexcitedÊforÊtheÊopportunitiesÊourÊ
newÊpilotÊproject,ÊoperatingÊfromÊtheÊParishÊoffice,Ê

willÊofferÊoverÊtheÊnextÊyear.ÊÊ 

ProvidingÊsupportÊonÊmanyÊlevels,ÊIÊseeÊthisÊasÊanÊ
informativeÊrole,ÊprotectingÊthoseÊ

whoÊareÊvulnerableÊandÊguidingÊthemÊ
toÊbetterÊsituations.Ê 

FacilitatingÊachievementÊinÊpeopleÊisÊ
soÊrewardingÊ–sometimesÊthisÊcomesÊ
fromÊjustÊaÊlittleÊbitÊofÊhelpÊandÊotherÊtimesÊitÊmayÊbeÊoverÊmonths.Ê 

BeingÊaÊmumÊofÊ5ÊIÊthriveÊonÊtheÊversatilityÊthatÊcomesÊfromÊ
workingÊthroughÊdifferentÊchallenges.ÊIÊalsoÊenjoyÊimpressingÊmyÊ
grandkidsÊwithÊmyÊslingÊshotÊskills! 

MyÊhopeÊisÊthatÊthisÊfacilityÊwillÊbecomeÊrecognisedÊandÊgrowÊinÊ
ourÊCommunity.ÊWorkingÊtogetherÊweÊwillÊbeÊableÊtoÊshareÊ
knowledgeÊtoÊteach,ÊempowerÊandÊconnect. 

INTRODUCING DEB 

â BUWTÊhasÊreceivedÊaÊ$10,000ÊgrantÊfromÊGreenÊGablesÊTrust. 

â TheÊmeetingÊagreedÊtoÊapprove JillÊHawkey'sÊsuggestionÊofÊaÊpilotÊprojectÊ
withÊDebraÊCullenÊworkingÊinÊaÊsocialÊsupportÊpositionÊ6ÊhoursÊaÊweekÊ
fromÊtheÊchurchÊoffice,ÊSheÊwillÊstart 1ÊJulyÊ2025ÊforÊoneÊyear.Ê 

â Approval wasÊalsoÊgivenÊtoÊtheÊCommunityÊSupportÊ
TeamÊtoÊofferÊsponsorshipÊforÊ1ÊorÊ2ÊyoungÊpeopleÊ
fromÊBigÊBrothersÊBigÊSistersÊorÊGrandparentsÊRaisingÊ
GrandchildrenÊtoÊgoÊonÊtheÊSpiritÊofÊAdventureÊinÊ
JanuaryÊ2026. 

â TheÊCommunityÊSupportÊteamÊisÊtoÊlookÊintoÊadditionalÊsignageÊforÊtheÊ
churchÊandÊtheÊSocialÊSupportÊwork. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 18 JUNE 2025 



FAITH EXPLORING GROUP 

WeÊwillÊresumeÊtheÊFaithÊExploringÊGroupÊonÊ
TuesdayÊatÊ2pm on 1 July. ÊTheÊstudyÊmaterialÊ
forÊthisÊsessionÊwillÊbeÊ"Dream.Think.Be.Do."Ê 

“AnÊoverviewÊofÊprogressiveÊChristianityÊforÊ
youngÊadults,ÊDreamThinkBeDoÊfeaturesÊtheÊ
insightsÊofÊoverÊtwenty-fiveÊtheologiansÊandÊ

teachersÊatÊtheÊtopÊofÊtheirÊgame.ÊEachÊofÊtheÊ
twentyÊself-standingÊsessionsÊcontainsÊaÊ20minÊ
digitalÊvideoÊsegmentÊdrawnÊfromÊtheÊcriticallyÊ

acclaimedÊLtQ2Êseries,ÊupdatedÊwithÊ
connectingÊnarrations,ÊgraphicsÊ&ÊmusicÊtoÊ

engageÊyourÊyoungÊadults.ÊBundledÊinÊfourÊfive
-sessionÊmodules,ÊeachÊsessionÊisÊdividedÊintoÊ
convenientÊandÊeasilyÊnavigableÊchapters.” 

SometimesÊweÊseeÊthingsÊhappeningÊinÊ
churchÊandÊyetÊweÊtakeÊlittleÊnotice…Ê 
AsÊtheÊclergyÊwaitÊtoÊreceiveÊTheÊOffertoryÊ
atÊtheÊfrontÊofÊtheÊchurchÊweÊcanÊseeÊthatÊ
someÊstruggleÊwithÊtheÊweightÊofÊtheÊ
basketÊofÊgroceries.ÊInÊoneÊwayÊthat’sÊ
great,ÊbutÊinÊanotherÊit’sÊterrible! 
ThisÊwasÊparticularlyÊapparentÊonÊPalmÊ
Sunday.ÊWhatÊtoÊdo?Ê 

SoÊIÊaskedÊWoolworths,ÊStoke,ÊtoÊdonateÊaÊtrollyÊforÊuseÊinÊ
ourÊchurch.ÊTheyÊhaveÊgenerouslyÊandÊkindlyÊagreed.ÊTodayÊ
asÊpartÊofÊourÊOffertory,ÊweÊareÊusingÊthisÊtrolly.  

IÊtrustÊthatÊoverÊtimeÊitÊwillÊbeÊaÊblessingÊthatÊallÊcanÊuseÊ-Ê
placingÊtheÊgiftsÊdirectlyÊintoÊtheÊtrollyÊasÊweÊcomeÊtoÊ
church,ÊthenÊwheelingÊitÊeasilyÊtoÊtheÊfront. 

WeÊrememberÊthatÊweÊdoÊthisÊallÊtoÊtheÊgloryÊofÊGod!  

RevÊDavidÊMoynan 

THE OFFERTORY GIFTING ONE ANOTHER! 
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GETTING TO KNOW US 
Each issue we hope to find out a little more about each other by 

answering a few questions. This month we met with recently arrived 
Rev Ron & Peggy Hoar. They have come from the UK - via 8yrs in 

Palmerston North - & join our worship online from Kensington Court.    

RonÊwasÊaÊMethodistÊMinisterÊinÊtheÊUKÊforÊoverÊ40yrsÊandÊ
servedÊasÊPresidentÊofÊtheÊMethodistÊConference,Ê1991-92.ÊHeÊisÊ

aÊcommittedÊecumenistÊandÊcampaignerÊforÊracialÊjustice.ÊByÊ
choice,ÊheÊspentÊalmostÊallÊhisÊministryÊinÊlargeÊcitiesÊandÊtowns,Ê

involvedÊwithÊyouthÊworkÊandÊraceÊrelations.ÊTheseÊincludedÊ
ManchesterÊ(asÊChairmanÊofÊtheÊDistrict),ÊBristolÊandÊLondon,Ê
whereÊheÊwasÊAssistantÊMinisterÊatÊWestminsterÊCentralÊHall. 

Ron’sÊfatherÊwasÊaÊLocalÊPreacherÊandÊhisÊmotherÊaÊClassÊLeaderÊatÊtheÊlocalÊMethodistÊ
Church.ÊAfterÊleavingÊschoolÊatÊ16ÊandÊ2yrsÊNationalÊServiceÊwithÊtheÊRAF,ÊheÊofferedÊforÊ
theÊMethodistÊMinistry,ÊmarryingÊhisÊchildhoodÊsweetheart,ÊPeggy,ÊjustÊbeforeÊhisÊ

ordinationÊ-ÊasÊsoonÊasÊMethodistÊMinistersÊwereÊallowedÊtoÊ
marry-ÊafterÊ10yrsÊandÊ1ÊweekÊofÊcourtship. 

DuringÊtheirÊministryÊRonÊrelishedÊleadershipÊrolesÊandÊ
searchingÊoutÊeverÊnewÊmethodsÊofÊservingÊGod,ÊoftenÊ
throughÊsettingÊupÊprojectsÊandÊseeingÊtheirÊcommunityÊ
benefits.ÊPeggyÊlovedÊvisitingÊandÊmeetingÊdifferentÊpeopleÊ
insideÊandÊoutÊofÊtheÊMethodistÊfamilyÊandÊbeingÊableÊtoÊhelpÊ
peopleÊinÊneed,ÊdoingÊGod’sÊwork. 

ÊBothÊrecogniseÊthatÊbeingÊinÊhospitalÊcareÊinÊtheirÊmidÊ90’sÊ
meansÊtheirÊcontributionsÊareÊnowÊmostlyÊthroughÊprayerÊ
ratherÊthanÊphysicalÊhands-onÊroles. 

TheirÊprayersÊareÊforÊusÊareÊtoÊmakeÊtheÊGospelÊrelevantÊtoÊourÊimmediateÊsituationÊandÊ
beÊconsciousÊofÊtheÊmanyÊneedsÊinÊourÊcommunity.ÊPeggyÊalsoÊpraysÊweÊworkÊtogetherÊ
toÊreachÊaÊbetterÊunderstandingÊofÊeachÊother,ÊnotÊjustÊasÊaÊchurchÊbutÊwithÊotherÊ
churchesÊandÊworshipÊcentresÊinÊourÊregion. 


