Coln St Aldwyns Parish Council

Date: 21 Jan 2026
Location: Vicarage Cottage Barn
Chair: David Hicks Beach, John Reeves, Will Perkins, Donna Brereton.
Clerk: Anna Khanova

1. Apologies for Absence. 
Anthony van Oss, Steve Fletcher sent apologies. All other councillors and the clerk were in attendance.
2. Declarations of interest
No additional matters raised beyond agenda items.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
 The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved by the chairman 17 Sept 2025.
4. Report from the Councillors. 
Dominic Morris was unable to attend. David Fowles in attendance.  Vodafone Mast two meetings were held with Vodafone. Vodafone confirmed an upgrade intent but cannot yet confirm when it will be submitted to planning. A further meeting is scheduled with Michael Birney (ECT), the MP, and Dom Morris. Safety Near the Shop was revisited. David Fowles discussed the recent incident involving a child running into the road with the shop management. The shop does not support installing a pavement rail due to the narrow pavement. Awaiting a response from the responsible officer. 
5. Council Documents
Clerk confirmed standing orders, financial regulations, risk policy and grants policy remain in force from previous review. Scheduled review due at time of AGAR.
6. Insurance
Confirmed Insurance paperwork is in progress; confirmation awaited from provider.
7. Budget vs.spend
Confirmed and approved spend vs budget Sept to Dec. Noteworthy mentions of repairs in playground, new batteries for the defibrillator and underspend noted on grass‑cutting due to seasonal factors.
8 Bank Reconciliation
Confirmed and approved bank reconciliation Oct to Dec.
9. Internal Checks
Confirmed and approved internal checks
10. Affordable Housing
Update provided by David Fowles who confirmed a second letter has been submitted regarding housing targets, noting “extensive landowner submissions” across the district. Quenington allocation includes 47 homes, all on the Xylem site. Hatherop is proposing 20 affordable homes. Confirmed the Public consultation for the Quenington Xylem site scheduled for 3–7pm the following day. 
11. Annual audit
Discussed mutual audit & collaboration with Hatherop. A draft GAPTC checklist provided by Clerk for Chairman Coln St Aldwyns. Clarification required on how collaboration with Hatherop should be coordinated between Chairs. 
12. Speedwatch
Smiley Sid device currently shared with Hatherop. Hatherop proposed contributing £300 for Coln to purchase its own unit; this was not feasible as a new device costs approx. £2,000. Request to be channelled via Clerk to Hatherop council to continue with the shared rotation. John to investigate feasibility to rotate every two weeks with Peter. A suggestion was made by David Fowles, that Dom Morris may still have access to a “grass roots budget”, chairman to enquire whether remaining funds could support the purchase of a smiley sid. 
13. Defibrillator.
New batter purchased and cost £300 to be settled from budget.
14.  Playground Repairs & Equipment Review
Inspector quoted £1,600 for a replacement pole on the see-saw. Council to explore whether a full replacement unit would be more cost‑effective. A metal see‑saw to be considered for durability. Costs for all options to be assessed. Replacement price required for the multi‑play unit.
15. Planning Applications
Reviewed. 
16. Precept 26/27
Final total precept amount confirmed £10,500.  The precept is proposed to increase just below the rate of inflation, reflecting anticipated playground and grass‑cutting costs. The online precept form is to be completed and submitted by the Clerk deadline 31 Jan 2026.
17. Website Updates
Updates to the parish website are underway. 
18. Litter Pick
The March village litter pick will take place on 7th March 2026.
19. AGM & Annual Village Meeting
Agreed AGM to be held on 12th May at 6:00pm. Annual Village Meeting to follow on 12th May at 7:00pm. Location Vicarage Cottage Barn.

