Adventures @ S
of a Visitor W_. " 70000,

from wmﬁ pe~tniica
Argentina

by Kim Ziffra R Criisn o

—

OAnnq-ue Tourfxperience

uesday, Feb. 24, 2026, starred as 2 normal
morning at the Crankin' As Model A Ford clubs
garage at the Pioncer Sertlement in Barberville, Cristian DElapcrte s ‘30 Fordor

Florida. Tt was “Tinker Tuesday," and we had about 20 has earnEd its name,

people already rhere drinking coffee, caring pasrries, and %

talking sbout the past week’s events and what we had on The Adventurer.” ,

the agenda for that moming.
‘The temperature was quite cold for Florida, so we had all the doors of our building closed  The unfami“ar

and the heat cranked up, 1 realized | had furgotien semething from my car, so 1 went outside Model A

to retrieve it. When 1 turned around to return to rhe garage, an unfamiliar Model A was

pulling into our
parking area

pulling inro our parking arca,

The arriving Model A was covered in stickers and emblems, and a foreign flag was was covered
fiving from the luggage rack. with stickers
I was immediately drawn to it. Aside from all the adornments, | noticed rhe driver was and emblems.

sirring behind the steering wheel on what’s ysually the passenger side,

The driver hopped out :md introduced himself as Crissian from Argentinz and handed me a sricker. On the sticker
7= was a photo of his Model A und the outline of North and South
=1 @ Qiﬁﬂ America. | knew there had o be an interesting story

While he was getting his car settled, 1 rounded up all the gays from
inside the garage and rold them we had a visitor. They headed outside

and gathered around his car, inundating him with questions.

I wanted to share our experience in getting to know Cristian
Dd«pmu and tell @ small part of his story and how he ended up
hanging our with us for the nexr three weeks. T asked him same
questions, and here is what he told me:

What inspired you to make this trip?

“Almost twenty years ago there was a ‘regularity rally'in
Catamarca, a ¢ity about 143 miles from Tacuman, where | h\'c
T wanted to drive there in my red 1929 Ford Model A Phaeton. (A
regularicy rally is similar to the Grear Race in the TUSA).

T spoke with several friends and even a mechanic who specialized
m repairing Ford Model A cars. They all zold me [ was crazy. Bur my
father, a French 'nmnimzml who arrived in ‘\r*rrr'lin;l in 1951, reminded
me thart the first car he ever houghrwasa F ‘ord Madel A Phacton, which
he vut up and converted into a pickup truck.

30 The Restorer = May/lune 2026



=
.
N

el AT | FTRT
Wlne e
"m.jw P— -':»’*‘;;'

s

FHe searred his fife in Argentina as a blacksmith,
mraking small iron windows and iron garden chairs and
tables, He would load his work onto his truck and drive
all the way o Tartagal, in the provinee of Salta, about 360
miles away.

So how could T anr drive 145 miles 1o Citanmarnca,
ples ansther 75 miles during the rally, and then 145 miles
hack?

I made che trip ro Caramarca wirh my son Georges
and my father-in-law, Pablo Sanna. Not only did we
complete the journcy without any probleins, but we also
won first place in the regularity rally. (As | have gorren 1
know Cristian the past fow weeks, T am not surprised he
took first place!)

That erip was the heginning of a series of increasingly
longer challenges. After that original trip 1 made many
additional rips all around South America, which prepared
me to expand my horizons. Fver since T have dreamed of
driving ro-and around North Americu,

About 13 years ago, my son Georges came 1o study
at Embry-Riddle Acronautical University (ERAU) at
Davtona Beuch, Florida. This was ir. T finally had a reason
to fulfill my dream of driving there from Tucumin,
Argendna, in a Ford Model A7

When did you begin your South America to North
America journey?

“We were going to start ur rip on Junuary 13,
2019, for which 1 had been working and rrying ro finish
rcrtc>ring a 1930 Fard Model A Tuder, But on December
19, 2018, T bought a 1929 Fordor De Laxe, and decided
we would make the reip in this one, siuce 1t was in berter
condition,

Alrhough it was in better condition, it was & car thar
had never traveled more than 10 miles, wd now we were
planming 3 17,000-:mnile trip. That delaved us by a monrh,
and with my wite, Mirra Sanna, by my side, we finally
departed on February 16,2019, at 5:00 a.m.”

Where did you start, and what was your route?
“Our trip began in front of the Cusa Historica

Cristian
Delaporte
with “The

d Adventurer,”
¢ his 1930
right hand
drive Fordor,
at the
Cronkin'A's
clubhouse in
Florida.

(I tisrorical 1lousc}, the site where ,'\:_gv::niu;;.'s Declaration
of Independence was signed on July 9, 1816, an
cmblematic locution in our city of Tucuman.

Our itincrary was very specific, mdicating the cities
we would connect each duy, with informartion on distances,
road type, and reavel rimes. Bur as we raveled, we added
destinations and new goals, cach one more distant and
ambitious than rhe last.

We oniginally planned ro leave Tacumdn
directly for La Quiacy, the northernmost city
in Argentina. Then we would cross the Salar de Uyuni in
Balivia and from there head to Peru. But in Patacamaya,
60 miles before reaching 1.a Paz, we decided ro change
course toward northern Chile, to the city of Arica

To do rhis, we had o cross the Andes
Mountains, reaching an altitude of over 15,350
feer, which is very high for a naturally aspirated
eryzne like the one in the Ford Model A, a3 it can lose
ahour 40 ro 45 pereent of its power at that height. But we
had no problems, not even with the snow thar fell ar anc
point along the way.

From there, we would enter Peru, rraveling
along the Coastal Route through Nazew, Lima,
Chiclayn, PPiura, and Sullana until we reached Alamor, the
horder with Ecuador.

From there, we continued through Arenillas
to the aty of Cuenca alony incredible mountain
roads. From rhere, we continued our journey o Ambato,
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Crisbon Delaporte, Mirta Sanno, and “The Adventurer,”
with their new friends from the Cronkin"A's.
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Pujili, and finally arrived in Quito, the capital of Ecuador.

Our journey continued into Colombia, passing
lhn_m.:,vh the cities of Pasro. Pnp.w.in. and Medellin until
we reached the Caribbean Sea in the historic <ty of
Carnagena de Indias.

From there, due to the Darién Gap, through which
rhere is no road, and given Costa Rica’s refusal to allow us
entry because the car'’s steering wheel was on the right, we

shipped the Adventurer'in 2 container w the
port of Sante Tomds de Castilla in Guaremala.
Lhat process took us a month, but eur
journcy conrinued rhrough Guaremala via Maorales,
Poptim, Flores, and Melchor de Mencus to enter Belize,
There, we rraveled through San Ignacio Cristo Rey, ) =
Belmopun !_t-hc capital of Belize b H::‘;'\UCT'IHG Cristian Delaporte and “The Adventurer” during their
@ audd Sand Tl untif we reached the Mexican visit Lo Washington, D.C. "

harder. From there, we wenr so Cherumal and

Cancin. I'rom there, we returned to Argentina for a time.  we decided to take a detour 10 explore the magnificent
Monumenr Valley.
MEXICO We flew back w Cuncin, Mexico, [rom Then we returned 10 Roure 66 1o M?I::.T;Ym
Tuecuman, Argenrina, ro confinuce our trip, continue toward Las \c".:n- and finish In
and that's where the plans began w change, This was in Santu Monica, Califl, facing the majestic Pacific Ocean.
Tavuary 2020, when we trave led the entire Gulf Coast I think | ger more tired trying to remember all the

from Cancun to Miami, Florida, and then to places we p.Lw:d through than I did trying 1o make the
FLORIDA ) Daviena Beach, We left the ‘Adventurer’ at my journey in pur Ford Model A, “The Advenrarer.” We

sons hame and rerarned to Argentina for the arrived in Los Angeles and lelt our cur there (o returmn
secondd e @t the end of January 2020, Just a few days pnee again 1o Argenrina. @
lazer, the COVID 19 pandemic began. Then came what
we. cill the vceonommic P;nulcnli&:, which Im'-.'l‘.r'xr(‘d us from The most cha.uenging DALT Was Ver 1o
resuming our trip until March 2024,  come: the longest journey, the most hostile chimuze, the
most deserted route, and the greatest sacrifices,
That’s when we restarted our On July 14, 2024, che date commemaorating the
adventure. We picked up where we Independence of France, the vountry of origin ol my
left off in Dayrona Beach. Florida, parents, Nicole and Paul I)elaporte, we began our journey
traveling along the East Coast of the U.S., through from Los Angeles to the northernmost tip of Alaska,
Georgia, Suurh Carolina, North Carolina, and V .tgnﬁ;’t, Prudhoe Bay, a round rrip roraling 8,664 mtl

all cthe way to @ We arrived back in Los Amgeles on .\u_gu-.:l 22 altex

Wiashington, 39 days of a grueling joumey. PRUDHOE BAY

D.C. From We returned to Argenting aguin, almost
there, we lu::uh-d-.-.ilhm:r the desire ra drive a2 Ford Madel A
to Philadelphia agzain. We were exhausted, physicully and mentally.
and New York. But some Gie later, the burning desire for a new

We conrin @challcngc once more began to stir in our hearts.
ued tw Niku_{&t;l On December 3, 2024, we began the challenge of
Falls, Detroit, and connecring rhe Santa Monica Pler on the Pacific coast
Chicago, [t was obvi-  with the Daytona Beach Pier on the Adantic coasr. We
ausly impassible called this leg ‘Croassing the 'Twn Oceans,’ which we had
for us to not @ already done, but from cast to west. DAYTONA
travel the entire We arrived in Thaviona Beach an BEACH

length of the ‘Morh December 13, 2024, in just 10 days and 2,651
er Road,' Route 66, miles, Not too bad consider ing we ﬂ‘.'(‘l*.’!gtd ahour 44 mph
passing through with our three-speed transmisstoi,
: ncredible pluces ROUTE 66 Since then, “The Advenrurer has lived in Dayrona
in Chicago, at the stort of "The and ciries.In Beach, wairing for new dreams, new horizo:z;-. new

Adventurer” driving Route 66.  Gallup, New Mexico,  challenges. "
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What supplies did
you take?

“We traveled
with one carry on
cach and a few loose,
wirn Jackets. We
also broughr some
busic food items Tike
W crackers, colfee, water
: (alweays), and some
B canned goods.

, We didn't arry
DY SPare Pares:

gasker sots, a water

pump, « fan belr,

light bulbs, poines,

: a condenser, a

"The Adventurer” in New York City. distributor cap and

body, and an assortment of screws, nurs, and washers. We

carried several inner mibes, jerry cans nfgasuﬁuc, radiator

coolant, engine vil, a buttery charger, an clectric pump, and

even the spacers for the front and rear leaf springs ... lors

Ul. tools .. all che nevessary ronls “t‘.xcl:iﬂ [or lll(‘ one 1 was

going 1o need ,,."

What problems did you have along the way?

“During the first part af our trip we Jidn'l have any
major prablems, just a lot of flat tires, one warter pump, five
exhaust gaskers, two cylinder head waskets, one burne valve,
rwo fan belts, two sets of points, a fronr cross membicr, »
rear cross member, and clutning the curburetor 1 couple
of ties. These were probably all the problems we hiad on
that part of our 1rip,

But the Los Angeles to Prudhae Bay and retumn o
Los Angeles leg was the worst. This was muinly because
there were two Ford A's, since we made that journey
togerther with Miriam Teixeira Amoretti and Fabiano
Reror natives of Curitiba, Brazil, and Fends of ours tor
Vears.

During that part of the rrip, here are some of the

From Argenting, "The Adventurer” troversed Alaska.

prohlems we encountered between our two Ford Model
As: In addition to normal gasker and fan belt replacement,
points, Muid leaks and changes. aund brake adjustments, we
also experienced henr/broken rims and a lost exhaust pipe
on the Dalton Thighway, Plus, u spare tire carrier, horn,
battery bracket, radiater, acceleraror rerminal, alterniar,
turn signal and Masher, radiator, and windshield all hroke.

Among our difficulties rhis l(‘ﬁ of our jouruc.v:

= Neither Model A bad working brake lights.

* We had mare rhan 235 far tires and patched them all.
We bought 29 inner tubes during the whole rrip. We
damaged an air compressar fram so snsch use,

= Valentes fuel gauge malfunctioned; Fabiano had ro
addjuse ir.

* Valente's engine seized. It was impassible to repair
in Anchorage, so we simply bought another one and
instalied iz,

* We were carrying exvess weight because the scized
engine is in Videnre's back sear.

* A U-jaint broke in the middle of nowhere, 320
kilomerers from Whirchorse, the nearest aty.

* The driveshatt bearing and the speedomerer gear
broke ar Continental Junction, It's not even on the
maps. Satellites didn't deteer any human life within
A0 kilomerer radius,

* The steering pitman arm came laose.

*"The framt bumper cane loose.

* We crashed and broke a sign.

= They wouldn't let Cristiun back into the U8, claim
ing he only had four days left hefore his visa expired.

* We almost hit a bear that ran across the road. Ir did
not use the crosswalk!

=T had no cell service al times,

« }abiano had ro ahandon his car in Canada ... ina
village of 50 people. Let’s hope the car's still there!

“It doesn’t seem real, bur it was 100 percent rrue,
believe me. Now you'll understand our physical and
psychologeal stress atrer finishing this §,664-mile stretch,”

Did you know anyone along the way, prior to setting
out on your journey?

“I didn’t kmow more than five pr.nlvlc personally, but
hundreds through a WhatsApp chat we have with abour
300 triends from the ‘Ford A Tarino Amencano group.
They all knew me and always supported me fram afar. And
of course, in Daytona, my son Georges Delaporte was
wazting tor us.”

Did you have a faverite place that you visited?
“Yes ... all of them,
l’erhnps the most exciting places were Cancun,

Continues on page 53
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Daytona Beach, New York, Niagura Falls, Detroit,
- o

Pier .., but my favorite was undoubtedly Prudhoe Bay."

“We didn't usually have lunch because we were
driving the ‘Adventurer.’ For dinner, we ¢ ypically ate ata
restaurant er purchased food ar supermarkers and are it at
the hotel or in the car.

On the LA to-Aluska ro-T.A leg, Miriam often
caoked for us. There weee several of us, so it was worth it
We also had several barbecucs on thas leg, Several rimes,
friends invired us to lunch or dinner at their homes or
restaurints,

During most of the trip, we slept in horels — nor
hovuey hotels, hut roadside or Gty horels.

We slept in tenrs hoth on the wity to and from
Coldfvot, Alaska, a town of 34 inhahitants inside the
Axctic Circle and only 242 miles from Prudhoe Bay. 1
confess that | have never felt so cold in my life, nor do
1 think T ever will again. Nor even when T'went into the
Beaulort Sea (off the coast of Prd hoe Ba_\':I wearing

x only swim rrunks, wirh
temperatures of 34 dJegrees
Falirenheir and icebergs in
sight, did I fec! as cold a5 T
dld in Cozdflu)t,"

What will be your best
memories?

“All of them, although
rhe excitement T felr upon
arriving in Prudhac Bay was
the greatest. Mirta and T
always say, "It docsn't marrer
how many niles we traveled,

Chicago, Monument Valley, Las Vegas, the Santa Monica

What and where did you eat? Where did you sleep?

Both Model A's drove not just to Alaska, but on to Prudhoe Boy!

what macrees i the number of friends the road 2AVE us
along with our Ford Model A, “The Adventurer,™

— Cristian De!z:fmm Lrcrmmitn, Aroentina

We, the Crankin A's, truly enjoyed spending
time with Cristian the past rthree weeks and warmly
welcomed him ss our newest club member, expanding
our international membership, He taught us a lor about
being on the road with vur Model A% and how helpful rhe
Model A community is all around the world.

Cristian und Mirt are heading back to Argentina, and
the “Adventurer” will be resting ar their son’s home here
n Dayrons Beach until its next journey: We look forward
o Cristian's return larer this year, and we are confident he
will have more sraries to share with the Crankin A's back

inthe LIS. &

Kim Ziffra of New Smyrna, Flarida, belongs tn the
Crankin A's Mudel A Restorers Club, which ic based in
Daytona Beach, Florida. She and ber bushand, Fred, enjoy
traveling in a 1930 Sport Conpe and & 1930 Tudor.

I you have any comments or questions for Cristian, here
15 the contace information:
Mirta Sanma & Cristian Dcelaportc
cristianpdeluporte@gmail coms
+34 9 381 449 2568 — WhatsApyp and text messages
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