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"Bioregionalism and Global Ethics" suggests that current trends towards globalization are
creating new social and environmental problems which require cross- cultural dialogue
towards the creation of a new "global ethic." Current models of development are based on an
implicit global ethic which advocates bringing everyone in the world up to the same
standards of living as those prevalent in the so-called "developed" countries through
unlimited economic growth. These issues are familiar to the readers of EJAIB, but this book
proposes a solution.

Richard Evanoff holds a Ph.D. from the Institute for Environment, Philosophy, and Public
Policy at Lancaster University in the U.K. and teaches in the School of International Politics,
Economics and Communication at Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo, Japan. His
publications are mainly in the areas of intercultural ethics and environmental ethics. He is
active with numerous international environmental NGOs and associations, and was a regular
speaker at the Tsukuba International Bioethics Roundtables organized by Eubios Ethics
Institute from 1992 to 2004.

Richard argues that this goal is not only unattainable but also undesirable because it
ultimately undermines the ability of the environment to sustain both human and non-human
flourishing, exacerbates rather than overcomes social inequalities both within and between
cultures, and fails to achieve genuine human well-being for all but a wealthy minority. An
alternative bioregional global ethic is proposed which seeks to maximize ecological
sustainability, social justice, and human well- being through the creation of economically
self-sufficient and politically decentralized communities delinked from the global market but
confederated at appropriate levels to address problems that transcend cultural borders. Such
an ethic is based on a transactional view of the relationship between self, society, and nature,
which attempts to create more symbiotic and less conflictual modes of interaction between
human cultures and natural environments, while promoting the flourishing of both. Instead of
a single monolithic global ethic (even if it was possible), bioregionalism suggests that there
should be sufficient convergence between cultures to allow for the successful resolution of
mutual problems, but also sufficient divergence to enable the continued evolution of both
biological and cultural diversity on a global scale.
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