DECEMBER 24, 2025 CHRISTMAS EVE

A Festival of Lessons and Carols was first held at King’s College,
Cambridge, England on Christmas Eve 1918. It was an adaptation of a
similar service that had been written for the cathedral at Truro in 1880.
At King’s College, the Festival is a Christmas Eve service, and the
lessons, and music, move deliberately from the season of Advent into
Christmastide. The pattern and strength of the service derive from the
lessons. ‘The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of
God ...” seen ‘through the windows and the words of the Bible’.
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OPENING HYMN # 376 “Once in Royal David’s City”

BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas season our care and delight to
prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and
mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to
pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes
of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious
Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make this Church
glad with our carols of praise:

But first let us pray for the needs of His whole world; for peace and
health over all the earth; for unity and goodwill within the Church He
came to build, of all things would rejoice His heart. Let us at this time
remember in His name the poor and the helpless, the cold and the
hungry, the abused, the exploited and the oppressed; the sick in body
and in mind and them that mourn; the isolated, the lonely and the
unloved; the elderly and the little children; all who know not the Lord
Jesus, or who love Him not, or who by sin have grieved His heart of
love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no man
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom,

in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises
let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which
Christ Himself hath taught us:

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever

and ever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of
everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the
King of Angels bring us all.

C: Amen.

First Lesson from Genesis 3:8-15; 17—-19
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his
seed will bruise the serpent’s head.
HYMN # 354 “Arise, O Christian People”
Second Lesson from Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed.
HYMN # 332 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Third Lesson from Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 69
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
HYMN # 359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Fourth Lesson from the Gospel of Luke 1:26-35; 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
HYMN # 356 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
Fifth Lesson from Luke 2:1-7
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
HYMN # 368 “Angels We Have Heard on High”



Sixth Lesson from Luke 2:8-20
The shepherds go to the manger.
HYMN # 363 “Silent Night, Holy Night”
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P: The Lord be with you.

C: And with thy spirit.

P: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully
created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him
who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. C: Amen.

P: Christ, who by His incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of
the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son
+ and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. C:
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

CLOSING HYMN # 379 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”



