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Mark your
calendars!

February 12:
Monthly MCHA

meeting, Riverway
Learning
Community,

9:30 a.m.

February 17:
Minnesota City

Community
Readers, Selection:
Mankill’s Faceless
Killers, Riverway
Learning
Community,

6:30 p.m.

February 19:
School Reunion
Meeting, Steve’s
Anchor Inn,
Minnesota City,
9:00 a.m.

February 19:

Old Settlers
Meeting starting at
9:00; Campbell
presentation 1:00;
Winona Middle
School Auditorium

March 20: Bob
Bambenek, County
Recorder presents
on Censuses,
Riverway Learning
Community,

2:00 p.m.

Minnesota City
Day: May 21,2011

February 28 Public Meeting on Wastewater Treatment
A public hearing on improvements for Minnesota City including a wastewater
collection and treatment system will be held at 6:00 p.m. on February 28, at
Riverway Learning Community. 115 Towa Street, Mn. City. Persons who wish to
be heard with reference to the proposed improvements will be heard at this
meeting, and written or oral objections will be considered, according to City

Clerk, Lori Donehower.

Joe Palen, Bonestroo Employee, Project
Engineer for Minnesota City, addresses
Minnesota City residents about proposed
Wastewater Treatment

A public information meeting was held on
Wednesday, January 12, at Riverway Learning
Community in Minnesota City to update
residents and property owners in Minnesota
City on the progress of the municipal
wastewater collection and treatment. To
finalize engineering plans for the project,
Bonestroo contacts property owners to plan
property easements. The city has been
awarded two grants totaling approximately

$1.8 million to offset the cost of this project. The remainder of the cost will be
provided by low interest loans. (Bonestroo is a full-service engineering, planning,
and environmental science firm serving the municipal, agency. private. energy.

and industrial market ...)

MCHA Sponsors County
Recorder Bambenek March
20 presentation on Numbers
and People

Bob Bambenek, County Recorder,
will present a lecture at Riverway
Learning Community, March 20 at
2:00 p.m. Bambenek will have
results of the 2010 census, and
will also present his own research
on data from the censuses of early
Winona County history.
Bambenek will also present on his
investigation of land grants to
Native Americans in this area.
Persons who have heard
Bambenek presentations on other
occasions have appreciated his
customized approaches to material
and to expected audiences.

Local Historic Building Owner, Brian
Campbell, Winona County Old Settlers
Feb. 19 Presenter

Brian Campbell, the owner of the former City
Nite Club, 159 Mill Street, will be the featured
speaker at the annual meeting of the Winona
County Old Settlers on February 19. The
meeting is being held at Winona Middle
School, beginning at 9:00 a.m., lunch at noon,
with Brian's presentation at 1:00 in the school
auditorium. MCHA sponsored a presentation
by Campbell of the history of his building in
November of 2009. A broad range of interests
are accommodated with the history which
includes the appearances of many
entertainment groups at the site, its
connections with The Oaks, the history of its
many owners, and the sometimes raucous
events of the effects of prohibition. Persons
still connected with this edifice found
Campbell's research particularly informative.
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Date Change for School Reunion: July 16

At meetings on January 9 and January 22 at Steve’s Anchor Inn in
Minnesota City, attendees moved forward the organizational
aspects of the planning for an all Minnesota City School Reunion
on July 16. Date for the reunion was changed from July 30 to July
16. with an additional gathering time planned for Friday evening.
Individuals are volunteering to head Food, Program, History,

and Friday Night agendas. Facebook will be used to assist in
location of alumni from the schools. On January 22 the

committee persons named were financial: Teresa Valentine: -
Secretary: Debbie Berhow, Communications: Andrea Church and Li}]Verln Fritz dlsc_u;sjes coanm:i:eethork all

. . . on with Jean Gardner, Jackie
Jody Berhow, Food: Jackie Denzer. Reunion contact person is o e

. i ) : Denzer, Leasah Lilla, and Alec Lilla.
Leasah Lilla (minnesotacityreunion@charter.net), and LaVerne
Fritz continues to inform, motivate, and encourage the progress of the group.

New in the Archives:

Don Evanson has contributed a 2000 issue of North Western Lines, a journal published by the
Chicago and North Western Historical Society. The issue contains a twenty page article called The
Wooden-Axle Road, The CGW ‘Winona Line.’ Included are a large number of photographs from the
Winona County and Minnesota State Historical Societies, from Tenny. Gensmer and other photo
collections. Those of trestles portray impressive structures for the train crossings. Minnesota City
MCHA readers will be interested by the many familiar locations and individuals named, including
Winona, Bethany, Rollingstone, Bear Creek, Skunk Hollow, Altura, Eyota and others. Among the
contributors of research to the article is listed MCHA member, Erik Brom. Author Huddleston
concludes the information with this poignant passage: “Sometimes I think of the ghosts of trains
flowing nightly through Norton Township reaching for higher ground. A small 4-4-0 and a couple of
wood coaches pass through oak trees and open barn doors and across invisible trestles. I imagine
the distinguished orators on a lumber stage that predicted the railroad would make Winona a great
American city. And the cheerful applause from Winonans excited about the city’s future. The
railroad is gone today, leaving only toppled stone abutments from a steel bridge, a rock cut in the
wooded hills, and a string of moss covered ties on a hillside. Remains that bear witness to the
expansion fever that built a forgotten railroad.” North Western Lines, Winter 2000, p. 37.

Readers are welcome to view this magazine during open archive hours in summer months, at MCHA
events at the archives, or to request it for loan: 689-2440.

Minnesota City Youth Baseball February 22 Registration Set

Minnesota City Youth Baseball signup times have been scheduled for February 22 at the Minnesota
City City Hall. 6:00-6:30 p.m. is the announced time for 8 and 10 year olds and 6:30-7:00 is the time
for 12, 14, and 16 year olds. Minnesota City players are signed up first, followed by all returning
players. This is a non-tryout program. Fees are $35.00 for players with $15.00 for additional
siblings. According to information contributed last year from the organizers of the group, “We are a
very hard working group of people who come together 4 months out of the year to teach our kids the
right way to play baseball and to not only respect the game, but also the people we play the game
with and against. We teach our kids how to win graciously and how to lose with dignity and class.”
Readers who follow the progress of these teams will know that their success rate is high. For
information, call Scott Fritz, 452-1299.
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