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Learning Objectives:
Students will practise:
· Describing events that happened in the past and present, and could happen in the future.
· Talking about milestones in life.
· Describing a room.
· Noticing and describing changes.
· Talking about their own hopes and plans for the future.

Materials:
· PowerPoint presentation. 
· One video, 2’30” (YouTube link embedded in the presentation).

Suitable for:
· Intermediate students and above.
· All ages.

Sensitive vocabulary / pictures / ideas:

· None. 
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Perhaps the message is that we should live our lives to the full because time is short.
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Explain the grammar. Students speak in pairs (or with the teacher).
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What is the message of the film!?
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Talking about our own future

If an event or situation is planned, we can use ‘going to’:

‘'m going to be an engineer’(because | am studying it now at university).

If a situation is not certain— but desired — use ‘want + infinitive’ or ‘hope + infinitive:
‘I want to be an engineer’(but I'm not studying it yet).
‘I want to live in Italy’(but at the moment I’'m here).
‘1 hope to get promoted next year’.

I hope to finally get married when | finish building our house’.
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Talk about a future event that hasn’t happened. If you are not !
what to say you can invent the information

(perhaps you want to be a racing driver®).

career

retirement
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SPEAKING ABOUT LIFE EVENTS AND THE FUTURE
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As an additional exercise students could talk about an important event in each section, for
example first words, first house and so on.

‘There are 3 fluency exercises.
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The first two have a time counting down 1 minute. You don't have to use it, but some
students will enjoy the pressure of ‘keep talking’.

‘The final fluency exercise has no timer and s a general speaking exercise.
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Check the vocabulary and then watch the video. Possible answers include:

+ The woman travels by moving the needle on the record.
* Beginning - living alone in a bedsit, maybe a student. First jump: young mum-to-be;
2nd jump: child; 3rd jump: late middle age / refired; 4th jump: old age
+ Child: couldn't reach the needle; last part: record (and life)is finishing and she can’t
getto the record player in time to stop it
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1'06” - she discovers that the record affects time (her pizza); she lives in one room (a
bedsit). There’s a lot of books 5o she’s possibly a student (or maybe just after graduating
‘and starting work). She plays guitar. There’s not much furniture.

126" — she is just going to move the record forward and ‘give birth to’ her baby. She's a
young woman, pregnant, in a modern-looking apartment (Ikea style), her wedding photo is
on the wall, there are some eastern references (the Chinese writing, the Budda frog).

33" She’s a little girl but she doesn’t want to be here. The room is quite old-fashioned, it
s a child’s bedroom and playroom. There is a doll and various other toys scattered on the
floor. There’s a toy zebra, which also features in the beginning on a poster.

41" She is confined to a wheelchair with a broken leg. The backpack tells us she's
active, maybe mountain climbing. There’s a lot of nick-nacks around which suggest
international travel. She has a problem with the needle getting stuck jumping).

21017 - She is in a retirement home (old-people’s home — look at the medical bed). Initially
she is happy, but she realises that the record is nearly finished. The furniture is typical of
that found in older people’s houses in western Europe —why is that? She still has her
books; the picture on the wall shows her more active days (climbing); and the Jesus
ormament perhaps shows that she has got more religious in her older age.




