
APWH Buddhism DBQ

Question: Using your knowledge of world history and the documents, evaluate the responses to
the spread of Buddhism in China from the collapse of the Han Dynasty to the Tang Dynasty.

Document 1
Source: Carvings at the Fengxian temple of the Buddha, monks, and bodhisattvas*, carved out of limestone in
Luoyang China from 673–675 C.E., sponsored by Tang Emperor Gaozong and his wife, the future Empress Wu.

*In Mahayana/Zen/Pure Land Sect/Cha´an Buddhism, a bodhisattva is a person who is able to reach nirvana but
delays doing so through compassion for suffering beings.
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Document 3
Source: Faxian, a Buddhist monk on a pilgrimage to India from 399-414CE, ”A Record of Buddhist
Kingdoms.”

Fa-hein has been living in Ch’ang-gan (Xian). Deploring the mutilated and imperfect state of the
collections of the Books of Discipline . . . he entered into an [arrangement] with Hwuy-king, Tao-ching,
Hwuy-ying and Hwuy-wei that they should go to India and seek for the disciplinary rules.

After starting from Chang-gan (Xian), they passed through Lung (in eastern Gansu) . . . and reached the
emporium of Chang-yih (north and west of Lanzhou, near the Great Wall). There they found the country
was so much disturbed that travelling on the roads was impossible for them . . .
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