Newsletter.

Dear reader. Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter.

The summer period has started, the temperatures are rising and the skies will be blue for the coming months. Nature is still green because we were blessed with very late rain in April. Beautiful.

Many things have happened over the last period of time related to the war and the political situation in the Middle East. Just last week we were in the bomb shelters again because of the ballistic missiles that were fired to Israel from Iran and Yemen. Certain western countries are trying to create deals that look good on paper but we know so well that this is not how many countries in the Middle East function in reality. Knowing the bible, we are not surprised, just disappointed. At the same time it is again clear that obedience to God and trusting Him as our King of Kings is the only foundation on which we are supposed to live and that will bring forth peace in the land and in our hearts.
Especially the communities in the North of Israel and the moshavim and kibutzim close to the border with Lebanon and Syria are being attacked on a daily basis by Hezbollah with missiles and a new kind of drone that is a lot more challenging to detect and to intercept. Our government is working nonstop to develop a solution that will protect the citizens and the soldiers from these drones.
The people who are still courageous enough to live in their homes on the northern border are 24/7 on high alert and can’t be away from a safe shelter for more than a few seconds before impact. Hard to imagine if you haven’t experienced it yourself. Small businesses went bankrupt, many houses are empty and schools are partly still teaching through online learning. The ceasefire didn’t change anything for the people living in this part of Israel.
During our project in Nahariya we met a journalist who got in contact with us again a few weeks ago. She connected us with the parent and school coordinator of one of the regional high schools in the north. They were looking for substitute teachers who are also trained and experienced in how to deal with mental and social challenges in order to teach and support the teenagers who could not safely travel to their school location. The second reason was that teachers were called to reserve duty so there were not enough teachers. The school was able to use the building of another nonprofit organization in Shavei Tzion and this organization hosted 3 groups of teenage students in the ages of 12 to 15 for a period of 5 weeks.
We were more than willing to accept their request for help and started to prepare lessons and special activities to create a safe and interesting learning surrounding for these teenagers. Many of them showed challenging behaviors in the beginning but we were able to really be there for them.  They shared many stories of how it is to live on the border and never being able to sleep normally because of all the air raid alarms and the sounds of the interceptions and impacts of the drones and missiles. Being outside, going to your friends, going to sports clubs, just regular things are simply not possible. Not just for a few weeks but for more than 2 years already. Many of  these teenagers and their families suffer from PTSD and it is unclear when ‘normal’ live will return.

When we are traveling to work meetings or for other reasons, we stop at bus stops to pick up soldiers who are on their way home or to a base. It is a great way to thank them, to tell them about the support from so many believers all over the world and to offer them our support.
Just a short while ago I traveled to Haifa to see a client and outside of the location where we scheduled to meet, I saw a soldier sitting on a bench, staring to the ground. I looked at him for a while and decided to sit next to him and thank him for his service. We ended up having a very nice conversation and I was able to pray for him and share what we do.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This week we gave a seminar about trauma to a big group of European volunteers who spend from 6 weeks up to 1 year of serving Israel and living here. Being in Israel, leaving the safety of your home and family plus choosing to serve Holocaust survivors, elderly people, soldiers and others in a very practical way, is not easy in this season of war. Providing them with knowledge and with practical tools prevents them from developing PTSD and it makes it a bit easier to understand and help the people they serve.
In the coming weeks we will be joining an amazing group of volunteers from the Netherlands who visit soldiers all over the country and organize BBQ’s for them. It is a beautiful way to connect with the soldiers in a relaxed setting.

We are grateful for your prayers and financial support that help make these projects possible.
Thank you!

Blessings from Israel.









