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Every thought tends to be part of a personal (1
consciousness.

Within each personal consciousness thought is (2
always changing.

Within each personal consciousness thought is (3
sensibly continuous.

It always appears to deal with objects independent (4
of itself.

It is interested in some parts of these objects to the (5
exclusion of others, and welcomes or rejects — chooses
**”from among them, in a word — all the while.

William James, The Principles of Psychology, Cambridge, MA: Harvard “%
University Press, 1981 [1890]. Pp. 140-175.

Ibid.,. Pp. 140. %
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'take off - mimic or imitate in an amusing or satirical manner; "This song “*°
takes off from a famous aria” imitate, simulate, copy - reproduce someone'’s
behavior or looks; "The mime imitated the passers-by"; "Children often
copy their parents or older siblings.™
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"Les quatre piliers de la mémoire sensible: la lumiere,
I'eau de la citerne, I'entrée de la caverne et le rocher voisin
sont liés pour moi a I'image de Garbiel Jonthan Louria du
temps ou il habitait notre maison, aux jours de mon
enfance. A son retour de paris. il s'était rendu droit chez
nous et était entré dans notre cour au moment précis ou, de
I'autre cOté de la rue, le roi d'Abyssinie entrait dans la cour

du consulat d'Ethiopie™"
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.Je me dis & moi-méme: tout s'effrite

Elle dit : In meiner Heimat where the dead walked and the
living were made of cardboard

Il dit : when one's friends hate each other how can there be
.peace in the world

.Elle dit : If love be not in the house there is nothing

Al dit : and of men seeking good doing evil

Je me disais ces choses en moi-meme et en hébreu tandis
qu'ils se les disaient I'un a l'autre a haute voix et en
.anglais

Elle, avec un accent américain, lui, avec un accent anglais.
Et je vis ensuite qu'ils lisaient ces vers dans une revue
79 anglaise ouverte sur la table devant eux
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Le scénario commence dans un moment de bonheur. Je ne
sais si lorsqu'il pensait a son scenario, Tammouz avait a
I'esprit ce qui est écrit dans le Livre de Genése, lequel
octroie a I'nomme un début de bonheur dans un monde de
bonheur mais avant méme que celui-ci ait eu le temps d'en
profiter, il est saisi par son toupet et chassé honteusement
du paradis. Et comme si cela ne suffisait pas voila que sont
installés a la porte des chérubins au glaive de feu
tournoyant pour que ce malheureux ne puisse plus y
revenir jamais. Moi-méme, je ne pensais nullement au lien
entre ces choses maintenant, regardant en arriére, il ne me
semble pas que Tammouz ait fait un quelconque

>82rapprochement de ce genre
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Abstract

The present work presents an interpretation of David Shahar’s series
of novels The Palace of the Shattered Vessels and analyzes its
epistemological elements.

David Shahar was born in Jerusalem in 1926 and passed away in Paris
in 1997. He studied psychology and history at the Hebrew University
and taught Bible and history in high schools, translated and edited
books and anthologies and served as the chairman of the Hebrew
Writers Association in Israel. In his lifetime he wrote and published
seventeen books; his eighteenth book, To the Mount of Olives, was
published posthumously by Mossad Bialik. In the years 1956-1979
Shahar published seven short-story collections. His eighth book was
also his first novel, Moon of Honey and Gold, published in 1959.
Shahar’s early writings focus on life in Jerusalem, described in styles
that move from mysticism to humor. In his short stories he gives
depictions of Jerusalemites that are exaggerated to the point of ridicule
and makes intensive use of fantastic elements that enhance the stories’
inner tension. His writing clearly shows the stormy struggle within the
narrator between creating an external (objective) and an internal
(subjective) reality. The short stories’ many intertextual passages
invite comparison between their canonical origin and the new story.
Shahar’s sources include the Bible, the Talmud, Shakespeare’s plays

and episodes in the medieval history of the West.



The present study focuses on Shahar’s major literary oeuvre, the eight
novels, composed in the course of four decades, that together make up
the series The Palace of the Shattered Vessels. The series has been
published under three different names: Lurian, Jerusalem Scrolls and
The Palace of the Shattered Vessels. The novels of the series were
published singly at various times by different publishers, as follows:
Summer in the Street of the Prophets, A Voyage to Ur of the Chaldees,
The Day of the Countess, Nin-Gal, Day of the Ghosts, A Tammuz
Night’s Dream, The Nights of Lutetia and Of Candles and Winds. In
1996 the series as a whole was republished by HaShaot Library, in an
exclusive box format. This edition consisted of seven novels, although
the titles of eight novels appear on the back of the box (the issue of the
missing book is discussed in the study). Each of the novels in the
series was called a “gate”, from Gate One to Gate Seven, while the
eighth book was given the title The Walled Gate: Nights of Lutetia.
The books that were published in 1996 by HaShaot Library were the
following: Summer in the Street of the Prophets, A Voyage to Ur of
the Chaldees, The Day of the Countess, Nin-Gal, Day of the Ghosts, A
Tammuz Night’s Dream, Of Candles and Winds.

The present study analyzes David Shahar’s series The Palace of the
Shattered Vessels from five aspects: Narratological, historical,
mystical, comparative (the relationship between this work and Marcel
Proust’s writings), and the controversy that accompanied Shahar’s
reception by the Hebrew literary world in contrast to the enthusiasm

with which he was received abroad (especially in France). The various



aspects are inextricably intertwined in both form and meaning and the
study tries to show how they are interrelated as a specific moment in
the course of processing them as a series of novels. The objective of
this inquiry is to provide new interpretive tools and insights for
clarifying the series’ ramified and complex structure.

The presentation of a comprehensive interpretive system, the inquiry
into the narrative, historical and mystical aspects, and the comparison
of this series with Marcel Proust’s series of novels Remembrance of
Things Past, are aimed at presenting and interpreting one specific life-
altering event, the day when the 1936 uprising broke out, as the
constitutive event of the series as a whole.

The series is a huge epic work requiring a transparent presentation of
its overall defining narrative scaffolding, on which historical
descriptions, literary fictions and a mystical-cabbalistic apparatus
were hung. The study attempts to answer the question of how the
various sources of inspiration were absorbed into the work and how
they interact with each other. The answer can be expected to reveal
the inner telos of this ramified structure and to exhibit the series as a
cohesive literary project.

The present study strives to answer a number of questions that were of
concern to critics of Shahar: How did he construct a historical
narrative using style borrowed from the stream-of-consciousness
tradition? How did he achieve cohesiveness despite the extreme
heterogeneity of his works’ constituent parts, some satirical, others

idyllic and still others composed as tragedies or as a historical



chronicle? Within this complex stylistic structure additional sources
are to be found, each of which possesses its own defining value, for
example structures taken from R. Luria’s cabbalistic story of Creation,
elements of the history of mandatory Palestine, and more. The texts’
fragmentary character is quite prominent although Shahar’s prose
covers a period of three generations; clearly the author used a
technique of shifting his gaze from one place to another and moving
from one topic to another. How does the Jerusalemite space coalesce
with the French space inside this ramified structure, and how do the
rapid transitions create a coherent narrative? How do all the narrative
characteristics serve the series as it depicts the ideological struggle
over a single spiritual sovereignty in the Land of Israel?

The study’s purpose is to answer these questions by way of treating
five different aspects of Shahar’s oeuvre, each of which is dealt in a
chapter of its own.

Chapter One discusses the depiction of the day when the 1936
uprising broke out, in two dimensions: historical and literary. An
examination of the historical origin of this day, which in the series
occurred in 1936, was found by the study to have taken place in 1929.
The chapter describes the role played by the day the uprising broke
out as a narrative and substantive constitutive event and as the
dramatic generator of the narrative progression of the series as a
whole.

Chapter Two attempts to answer the question of how Shahar shaped

the series’ historical element. The answer is derived from a historical,
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narratological and genre analysis of four passages taken from different
books in the series. In this chapter we show how the text is
constructed from the narrative aspect. Although the parts of the series
seem sporadic and eclectic at first glance, a close reading makes it
possible to identify a developing narrative line with a clear ideological
objective. We try to show how Shahar combined historical facts with
processed impressions in order to make them fit into the aims of the
implied narrator. The interpretation presented in this chapter points to
the existence of an element that brings cohesion to plots that are
thematically distinct and disparate, an element that transforms the
series of novels into a complete literary apparatus.

Chapter Three discusses two ‘knowledge’ bases that were merged into
the series. One of these is R. Isaac Luria’s Creation myth and its
continuation in the Cabbala of the Shabbetai Zvi movement according
to the ideas of R. Nathan of Gaza. Shahar adopted important cabbala
elements from R. Luria, Tzimtzum (“contraction of divinity”), Shevira
(“shattering of the sephirot vessels”) and Tikum Olam (rectification
of the world”), and uses them for his own purposes. He also borrowed
several cabbala concepts from R. Nathan of Gaza, including “the
divine fraud”, and exploits them in his writings. In this chapter we
attempt to explain the profound scholastic bond between Shahar and
Gershom Scholem’s theories of cabbala interpretation. The second
‘knowledge’ base is taken from the polemic among adherents of the
Jewish ideologies in vogue in the period described in the series, the

1920s and 1930s. Both of these bases are located deeply within



Shahar’s implied epistemology and give shape to his overall scheme,
whose form constitutes a major factor in creating the series’ style and
message.

Chapter Four of this study deals with Shahar’s French connection, the
result of many years of living in France and of his intimate
acquaintance with Marcel Proust’s writings. The similarities between
Shahar’s way of writing in The Palace of the Shattered Vessels and
Proust’s in his Remembrance of Things Past attracted the attention of
students of literature since Shahar’s series was first published. Here
we expand on this topic and discover new facets of this connection.
The stylistic and structural similarities between the two writers are the
result of similar conventions of writing subordinated to a synchronic
theme that does not obey the conventions of linear time. Shahar also
learned from Proust to use analepsis and prolepsis as part of the
mechanism of synchronism. For both authors being liberated from
diachronic time made it possible to create a duality of narrators in
their respective series.

Chapter Five is devoted to the issue of how Shahar’s works were
accepted. Why were they received with criticism in Israel but with
such enthusiasm by both readers and reviewers in France? In our
answer to this question we made extensive use of Pierre Bourdieu’s
essays, which contain a useful description of the cultural attitudes
which paved the way to his enthusiastic acceptance in France. In this
chapter we attempt to describe the differences in taste and in interests

between the two cultures as a possible explanation for the differences
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in the way Shahar’s works were received in these two quite disparate
cultural environments.

This study constitutes a proposed new direction in reading David
Shahar’s The Palace of the Shattered Vessels. It seeks to reopen the
critical discourse on the series, in the hope that this will grant Shahar’s
oeuvre a more prominent position in Hebrew literature and its

historiographic image.
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