Ezekiel 34:1 is a stern rebuke of the leaders of Israel, calling them "shepherds" who have failed to fulfill their duties to the people, the "flock". God condemns them for neglecting the needs of their people, instead focusing on their own self-interest. 
Elaboration:
· 
Condemnation of Shepherds:
.Opens in new tab
Ezekiel 34:1 begins with God's command to the prophet Ezekiel to prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. These "shepherds" represent the political and religious leaders who were responsible for guiding and protecting the people. 
· 
Failed Responsibilities:
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The shepherds are accused of not feeding the sheep, but instead feeding themselves. They are described as consuming the fat and clothing themselves with the wool, while neglecting the weak, sick, injured, and lost sheep. 
· 
Neglect and Exploitation:
.Opens in new tab
The verse highlights the shepherds' failure to care for the people's needs, instead of nurturing and protecting the flock, they have exploited them. 
· 
God's Judgment:
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God will hold these shepherds accountable for their negligence and will eventually replace them with a true Shepherd who will care for the flock, as mentioned in verses 11 and 12. 
· 
Prophecy and Warning:
.Opens in new tab
This chapter serves as a prophetic warning to leaders and a promise of God's ultimate restoration and care for his people. 

