1 Corinthians 10:21 means that Christians cannot have divided loyalty between God and pagan worship because participating in both is spiritually incompatible. The "cup of the Lord" and the "Lord's table" represent Christian fellowship through communion, while the "cup of demons" and the "table of demons" symbolize participation in pagan rituals and idol worship. The verse warns that one cannot truly be loyal to both, as these are mutually exclusive allegiances. 
· Exclusive allegiance: 
The verse establishes a clear boundary, stating that a person cannot simultaneously commit to the Lord's table and the table of demons. 
· Pagan rituals: 
The "table of demons" refers to pagan festivals and idol worship, where food was often sacrificed to idols. 
· Spiritual incompatibility: 
The "cannot" in the verse highlights the inconsistency and spiritual contradiction of being a follower of Christ and also engaging in practices that honor other gods or spirits. 
· Fellowship with demons: 
Engaging in pagan worship, even through something as seemingly simple as eating meat sacrificed to an idol, is seen as having "fellowship with demons" and showing solidarity with the demonic realm, according to Verse-by-Verse Commentary. 












Matthew 6:24 explains that a person cannot be devoted to two masters, specifically God and money (also referred to as mammon). The verse states that if you are loyal to one, you will either hate or despise the other, because their demands are contradictory, making it impossible to serve both. 
Core meaning
· Conflict of loyalties: Jesus is teaching that there must be a choice between who or what holds the highest authority in your life. It is impossible to give equal devotion to both God and money because money is a competing "master" that demands a different kind of allegiance.
· Money as a master: The verse does not say money is inherently evil, but that it makes a poor master. Serving money can lead to chasing after material possessions, accumulating wealth, and focusing on worldly security rather than spiritual growth.
· The choice: You are either serving God and letting Him provide for your needs, or you are serving money and its demands. The two are mutually exclusive. 
Context from the Sermon on the Mount
· Treasures on Earth: This verse is part of a larger teaching in the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus advises against storing up treasures on Earth. He encourages storing up treasures in heaven instead, as earthly treasures can be destroyed or stolen, while heavenly treasures are permanent.
· Worries: Immediately following this verse, Jesus continues the thought by telling his followers not to worry about what they will eat or wear, but to seek God's kingdom first. He explains that God knows their needs and will provide for them, just as he provides for the birds of the air and the lilies of the field. 
Practical implications
· Prioritization: The core message is about prioritizing your allegiances. Do you place your trust and service in God, or do you place it in the security and satisfaction you believe money can provide?
· Total allegiance: Jesus' call to follow him requires leaving behind other masters, even those that seem to offer security or success, as seen with the disciples who left their old lives to follow Him

Galatians 2:11-21 is about the Apostle Paul confronting the Apostle Peter for hypocrisy and then using the incident to teach that salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not by following the laws of Moses. Paul rebuked Peter for withdrawing from Gentile believers out of fear of Jewish Christians, which contradicted the gospel they both preached. The passage emphasizes that since no one can perfectly keep the law, righteousness and justification are a gift from God through faith in Christ, which means a new life lived by His power, not by human effort. 
Key points and meaning
· Peter's hypocrisy: 
In Antioch, Peter initially ate with Gentile believers but later separated himself when Jewish Christians from Jerusalem arrived. Paul confronted him for this, because it implied that Gentiles needed to follow Jewish law to be fully accepted by God, which Paul argued was a rejection of the gospel's truth. 
· Justification by faith: 
Paul uses the confrontation to reinforce the core message of his letter: a person is made right with God (justified) through faith in Jesus, not by performing the works of the law. He argues that if righteousness came through the law, then Christ's death would have been unnecessary. 
· A new life in Christ: 
Paul explains that when he "died to the law" through his faith in Christ, he was no longer living for himself. Instead, he now lives his life by faith in the Son of God who loved him and gave himself for him. 
· The importance of confronting error: 
The passage highlights that it is necessary for believers to correct one another, even when it is uncomfortable, especially when the truth of the gospel is at stake. It shows that upholding the integrity of the gospel is more important than maintaining appearances or avoiding conflict







Acts 10:29-34 explains that Peter, after a divine vision, agreed to go to Cornelius, a Gentile (non-Jew), because God showed him that he should not call any person “common or unclean”. In the text, Peter declares that he now understands that "God shows no partiality," accepting people from all nations who fear him and do what is right. He then preaches about Jesus, his life, death, and resurrection, culminating in the Holy Spirit coming upon Cornelius and his household, who are then baptized. 
Explanation of verses
· Acts 10:29: Peter responds to Cornelius's invitation by explaining that he came without hesitation because God had shown him that he should not consider any non-Jew "common or unclean". He was ready to be obedient to God's will, even though it went against traditional Jewish law and customs.
· Acts 10:33: Peter says he has now assembled them to hear what the Lord has commanded him to say. This shows his willingness to share the message of Jesus with them.
· Acts 10:34-35: Peter begins his sermon by declaring, "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism". He states that God accepts people from every nation who fear him and do what is right. This is a pivotal moment where the Gospel message is explicitly extended to the Gentiles.
· Acts 10:36-43: Peter explains the good news of Jesus, summarizing his ministry, death, and resurrection. He emphasizes that God ordained Jesus to be the judge of the living and the dead and that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins.
· Acts 10:44-48: As Peter is speaking, the Holy Spirit falls on the Gentiles, and they begin to speak in tongues and praise God, just as the Jewish believers had. Peter is surprised, but he now understands that God is the one who is working through these events. He commands them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. The significance of this passage
· This is a turning point in the book of Acts, as it marks the inclusion of Gentiles in God's plan for salvation.It breaks down the racial and cultural barriers that had separated Jews and Gentiles for centuries.It shows that God's love and grace are not limited to any one nation or group of people.It demonstrates the power of the Holy Spirit to change lives and bring about new experiences of God's grace. 
