
Workplace Safety:  coupling and uncoupling trailers
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Coupling Posifioning the prime mover and furntable <insert
= Reverse the prime mover so that it is square and sfraight | fypical time
with the trailer. for your site>

= Engage maxi brakes and perform a visual check of the
prime mover and trailer alignment.

Check turtable to trailer height

= Check that the tumtable is the correct height to be able
to connect fo the trailer and check that the jaws are
open.

= Atthis point the frailer may require raising or lowering o
be able o readily connect to the prime mover.

Reversing the prime mover fo the trailer

= Reverse the prime mover fo the frailer until the tumtable is
just touching the frailer's apron plate and apply the
prime movers maxi brake.

= Visually check height and alignment if all good proceed
to step 4, if height or alignment is wrong return fo step 2.

= For prime movers fitted with siide rais, reverse the prime
mover under the frailer. If frailer is NOT fitted with landing
legs, trailer will be lifted by forklit, then lowered onfo
chassis of truck.

Reversing under the frailer

= Select the reverse gear and reverse very slowly and
carefully until you can feel or hear that the tum table
jaws have locked onto the kingpin.

= Apply maxi brake and physically get out of vehicle fo
inspect the coupling to make sure the jaws are locked
securely onto the pin.

= Ifthe jaws are not locked in place, the driver may need
fo select the reverse gear and rock back and forth to get
them to lock.
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Connection check or fug fest
Select low gear and allow a slight puling action to take
place.

If the jaws are correctly locked the pulling will be against
the trailer brakes, if they are not the prime mover will pul
free.

Ensure all Side rail pins and clips are in place before
conducting tug test

Connecting all_lines from frailer fo truck

Ensure that all hoses are properly connected to all
connectors.

Return to cabin and resupply air to the trailer by moving
control valve from emergency to normal and apply the
trailer brakes fo check they are working normally.

Visual inspection of the turn table

Visually inspect turntable.

Check all lights and other electrical equipment on the
trailer for correct operation.

Raise the support legs or stands

Raise support legs or stands and secure the winder
handle.

Visual inspection to ensure security and working correctly
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Uncoupling

Planning and organising work should include assessing the,
suitabilty of the job, ensuring the ground is stable and solid fo
support equipment and identify possible hazards in the work area.

Asuitable position
o Ensure piime mover and trailer is parked in a
straight line.

Applying the brakes

= Trailer brakes must be applied to hold the trailer into
position. If you have air coming back through the dash
do not proceed any further, contact your maintenance
supervisor immediately (possible brake away valve on
trailer has failed).

= Reverse prime mover gently fo release the forward
pressure from the fumtable kingpin, and then apply the
prime mover parking brakes.

= Place prime mover protection valve in the emergency
position to shut off the air from the prime mover fo the
trailer.
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Lowering the support legs
Lower the support legs until they sit firmly on the ground.
Visual inspection to ensure security and working correctly

Disconnecting all lines from truck fo trailer
Ensure that all hoses are properly disconnected from all
connectors.

Tug Test
Conduct a tug test on the frailer to ensure it is not going
fo roll. Select low gear and ease the clutch just onto
friction point, allowing a slight pulling action to take
place.

Reverse prime mover gently to release the forward
pressure from the fum table jaws, and then apply the
prime mover parking brakes.

If the trailer rolls during the tug test, do not disconnect the
trailer, contact your maintenance supervisor immediately
(possible brake away valve on trailer has failed).

If the trailer does not move during the tug test proceed
tostep 6.

Unlocking the turntable jaws

Using the tumtable handle, pull it to the open or
unlocked position.

Disconnect all side rail pins and clips

Trailers not fitted with landing legs (slide rails) will be
supported and lifted by forkiit.

Drive the prime mover partially clear
Move the prime mover forward so the fumtable jaws are
clear of the kingpin

Apply maxi brakes.

Forkiift raises the trailer so slide rails separate from the
prime mover

Inspection of trailer legs or supports

Inspect the ground to ensure it is supporting the weight of
the trailer and the support legs are not bending or
twisting under the weight of the frailer.

If landing legs fail do not drive away, reconnect trailer
and contact the workshop.

If required use dunnage (gg; timber blacklta support the
landing legs on soft ground.

Forklift lowers frailer fitted with slide rails to the ground (if
landing legs not fitted)

Driving the prime mover clear
Drive the prime mover away from the trailer.





