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PanChayatI Ra] &D.W Department E-mail-prsec.or@nic.in

No. PT4-PR-PADM-MISC-0018-2023 11 104 Date: 1. 04

From
Shri Indramani Nayak, |IAS,
Director, Panchayati Raj.
To
All Collectors.
Sub: Celebration of National Panchayati Raj Diwas, 2026.
Madam/ Sir,

In enclosing herewith the communication received from Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, Government of India vide their DO Letter dtd. 20.04.2026 on the
subject cited above, | am directed to say that 24th April is observed every year as
National Panchayati Raj Diwas (NPRD) to commemorate the enactment of the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment Act, which conferred constitutional status upon
Panchayats and marked a defining milestone in decentralized governance in India.

The Ministry has requested all States/UTs to organize the celebration of
NPRD, 2026 in a befitting manner and to ensure observance of the occasion at
District and Block levels, with emphasis on participatory and citizen-centric
initiatives.

In this connection, this Department has already issued instructions vide

Letter No. 10748, dated 17.04.2026 regarding organization of State, District and

Block level celebrations, wherein the State Level function is scheduled to be
held at Balangir district. ‘

It is further to inform that the State Level Celebration will be held at 6:00
PM on 24.04.2026, which will be live telecast through electronic media
platforms. You are, therefore, requested to ensure that necessary arrangements
are made at District and Block levels for facilitating viewing of the live telecast
by PRI representatives, officials and general public, so as to enable maximum
participation and outreach. C\{\/‘
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Further, Gram Sabha meetings shall be convened at Gram Panchayat level
with adequate prior notice ensuring wide participation of citizens and functionaries
of line Departments. The programmes may include felicitation of well-performing
Panchayats, awareness generation activities, community engagement
initiatives, and discussions on themes such as women-led development,
Panchayat Advancement Index (PAl), Localisation of Sustainable Development
Goals (LSDGs), and enhancement of Own Source Revenue (OSR).

The Gram Sabhas may also utilize SabhaSaar for preparation of structured
Minutes of Meetings. Adequate arrangements may be made for ensuring maximum
public participation (Janbhagidari) and dissemination of information on Panchayati
Raj initiatives.

Expenditure towards organization of such activities may be met from
available funds of PRIs, preferably from Own Source Revenue (OSR) or IEC
component of RGSA and other Central/State sponsored schemes, as applicable.

Necessary arrangements may also be made for wide publicity and
outreach, including appropriate use of electronic and social media platforms, to
ensure effective dissemination at the grassroots level.

You are further requested to ensure that all necessary administrative and
logistical arrangements are made well in advance for successful observance of
NPRD, 2026.

The action taken report along with brief details of activities conducted may
be furnished to this Department for onward transmission to office of Hon’ble Chief .
Minister and Government of India.

You are, therefore, requested to issue necessary instructions to PRIs/ Rural
Local Bodies under your jurisdiction accordingly and ensure that the objectives of
NPRD, 2026 are achieved in letter and spirit.

Yours faithfully
Director, Panchayati Raj

CC to: for information & necessary action.

1. P.S. to Additional Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Govt. of India, Tower-
1, oth Floor, Jeevan Bharati Building, New Delhi-110001 w.r.t. their DO Letter
dtd. 20.04.2026.

2. P.S. to Hon'ble Minister, PR & DW for kind information of Hon’ble Minister.

3.P.S. to Commissioner-cum-Secretary, PR & DW Department for kind
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information of Commissioner-cum-Secretary.
4. All CDO-cum-EOs, Zilla Parishads.

5. All DPOs.
6. All BDOs.
7. Guard File (Email- padmpr@gmail.com).
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Sushil Kumar Lohani, IAS o
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY Ty a8l o3 faeel - 110001
Tel.: 011-23725301 MINISTRY OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
Email: s.lohani@nic.in GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Tower-ll, 9" Floor
Jeevan Bharti Building
New Delhi - 110001
D.O. No.: J-11011/4/2024-Media Dated: 20™ April, 2026
Dear Madam / Gy
J
As you are all aware, the 24™ of April every year is observed as the National Panchayati Raj Day
(NPRD) to commemorate the enactment of the 73" Constitutional Amendment Act, which conferred
constitutional status upon Panchayats and marked a defining milestone in the journey of decentralised
governance in India. NPRD is an occasion to renew our collective commitment to democratic

decentralisation and participatory local goverance, and to celebrate the remarkable strides and enduring
potential of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) across the country.
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2. In this regard, I would like to request all State and UT Departments of Panchayati Raj to organise
fitting celebrations on the occasion of NPRD 2026 at their respective levels, and to suitably advise Zila
Parishads and District Administrations to convene functions at the District, Block, and Gram Panchayat
levels. It is sincerely hoped that timely advisories would have been issued from State/UT headquarters to all
Gram Panchayats to convene Gram Sabha meetings on 24™ April, 2026, with adequate prior notice and
meaningful participation from citizens and functionaries of line Departments.

3. The NPRD celebration presents a valuable opportunity for PRIs to step forward and take the lead in
carrying the message of Panchayati Raj to the last mile. Through their people-oriented and citizen-centric
initiatives, PRIs are uniquely placed to inspire communities, deepen awareness of local governance, and
reaffirm the spirit of participatory democracy at the grassroots. The occasion may be utilised to further the
vision of an Atmanirbhar Panchayat as an indispensable building block of a Viksit Bharat.

4, The programmes may encompass felicitation of well-performing Panchayats, community
engagement and awareness generation activities, and discussions on themes such as women-led
development, performance under the Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI), progress in the Localisation of
Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs), and strategies for enhancement of Own Sources of Revenue
(OSR). Gram Sabhas may utilize SabhaSaar to prepare structured Minutes of Meetings. NPRD-2026 may
be celebrated with great fervour and maximum Janbhagidari (people’s participation). Expenditure on related
activities may be met from OSR or the IEC component of RGSA and other Central/State rural development
scheme funds. In poll-bound States where the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is in force, its provisions shall
remain applicable. ‘

5. All necessary administrative and logistical arrangements may kindly be made well in advance to
ensure the successful and wholesome observance of NPRD on 24" April, 2026. The action plan for
observance of NPRD-2026 and the actions taken in this regard may be shared with the Ministry at
<behera.bk@nic.in> and <ak.tiwaril2@pnic.in>. States/UTs are also requested to follow and tag the official
social media handles of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj in all NPRD-related posts and updates for wider
visibility and coordinated national outreach.

Wil e

(Sushil Kumar Lohani)

The Additional Chicf Secretaries/Principal Secretaries/ Secretaries,
Panchayati Raj Department of all States/ UTs, except Chandigarh and Delhi.
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MINISTRY OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Tower-l, 9" Floor
Jeevan Bharti Building
New Delhi - 110001
D.O. No.: J-11011/4/2024-Media Dated: 20" April, 2026
Do Modam|r
As you are all aware, the 24™ of April every year is observed as the National Panchayati Raj Day
(NPRD) to commemorate the enactment of the 73 Constitutional Amendment Act, which conferred
constitutional status upon Panchayats and marked a defining milestone in the journey of decentralised
governance in India. NPRD is an occasion to renew our collective commitment to democratic

decentralisation and participatory local governance, and to celebrate the remarkable strides and enduring
potential of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) across the country.
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Sushil Kumar Lohani, 1AS
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

Tel.: 011-23725301
Email: s.Johani@nic.in

2. In this regard, I would like to request all State and UT Departments of Panchayati Raj to organise
fitting celebrations on the occasion of NPRD 2026 at their respective levels, and to suitably advise Zila
Parishads and District Administrations to convene functions at the District, Block, and Gram Panchayat
levels. It is sincerely hoped that timely advisories would have been issued from State/UT headquarters to all
Gram Panchayats to convene Gram Sabha meetings on 24™ April, 2026, with adequate prior notice and
meaningful participation from citizens and functionaries of line Departments.

3. The NPRD celebration presents a valuable opportunity for PRIs to step forward and take the lead in
carrying the message of Panchayati Raj to the last mile. Through their people-oriented and citizen-centric
initiatives, PRIs are uniquely placed to inspire communities, deepen awareness of local governance, and
reaffirm the spirit of participatory democracy at the grassroots. The occasion may be utilised to further the
vision of an Atmanirbhar Panchayat as an indispensable building block of a Viksit Bharat.

4. The programmes may encompass felicitation of well-performing Panchayats, community
engagement and awareness generation activities, and discussions on themes such as women-led
development, performance under the Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI), progress in the Localisation of
Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs), and strategies for enhancement of Own Sources of Revenug
(OSR). Gram Sabhas may utilize SabhaSaar to prepare structured Minutes of Meetings. NPRD-2026 may
be celebrated with great fervour and maximum Janbhagidari (people’s participation). Expenditure on related
activities may be met from OSR or the IEC component of RGSA and other Central/State rural development
scheme funds. In poll-bound States where the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is in force, its provisions shall
remain applicable. ‘

5. All necessary administrative and logistical arrangements may kindly be made well in advance to
ensure the successful and wholesome observance of NPRD on 24" April, 2026. The action plan for
observance of NPRD-2026 and the actions taken in this regard may be shared with the Ministry at
<behera.bk@nic.in> and <ak.tiwari12@nic.in>. States/UTs are also requested to follow and tag the official
social media handles of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj in all NPRD-related posts and updates for wider
visibility and coordinated national outreach.

wWilly ~rda,

Reka's :
(Sushil Kumar Lohani)

The Additional Chief Secretaries/Principal Secretaries/ Secretaries,
Panchayati Raj Department of all States/ UTs, except Chandigarh and Delhi.







