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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC ili UNESCO World Heritage Site
Site of Palmyra Since 1980



Palmyra (Tadmur) lies in a desert oasis,
positioned approximately halfway between
the Mediterranean coast and the Euphrates

River
=t Vital caravan stop on routes connecting the

Roman-Mediterranean world with
Mesopotamia, Persia, and beyond

fiii Strategic location facilitated cultural exchange
and economic prosperity from at least the
2nd millennium BCE

oS Controlled key trade routes, becoming a
cosmopolitan center where Mediterranean,
Near Eastern, and Persian traditions merged

Mediterranean Sea

Palmyra

Euphrates River



Historical Overview

Early Assyria Roman Palmyren
Settleme n Influenc e
eyl pevicd) 09009020 esd@ kingd@® 000
millennium dates centuries CE
BCE CE
Q, Archaeological Evidence iii Roman Period
«  Occupation dating back to the early 2nd * Flourished as a wealthy caravan city under Roman
millennium BCE influence
« Mentioned in Assyrian sources and later in Greco- « Keylink in trade routes between Roman world and
Roman and Arabic texts Mesopotamia
W Queen Zenobia's Rule 8la Cultural Legacy
« Capital of a short-lived Palmyrene kingdom in the « Center of cultural exchange between
3rd century CE Mediterranean and Eastern traditions
* Queen Zenobia expanded influence and cultural * Home to a distinctive "Palmyrene" style in art and
achievements architecture




UNESCO World Heritage Inscription

o 1980 UNESCO Recognition

¥* Site of Palmyra inscribed on the World Heritage List

Recognized for Outstanding Universal Value under criteria (i), (ii), and (iv)

. Masterpiece of Human Creative Genius

Monumental architecture (temples, colonnades, funerary towers)
represents an outstanding artistic achievement

. Interchange of Human Values

Art and architecture reflect cultural exchanges between Graeco-Roman,
Near Eastern, and Persian traditions

iv. Outstanding Example of Adaptation

Ruins of the oasis city represent an exceptional example of a classical city
adapted to a desert environment

W Additional Designations

@ Retrospective Statement of Outstanding
Universal Value (2010)

@ Protected under Syrian Antiquities Law 222
(1999)



Palmyra was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1980 under three criteria that recognize its exceptional global
significance:

« Criterion (i): Masterpiece of Human Creative Genius

The monumental architecture of Palmyra, including temples, colonnades, and funerary towers, represents an
outstanding artistic achievement that synthesizes classical orders with local decorative motifs.

—p Criterion (ii): Interchange of Human Values

Palmyra's art and architecture reflect intense cultural exchanges between Graeco-Roman, Near Eastern, and Persian
traditions along the caravan trade routes.

The ruins of the oasis city represent an exceptional example of a classical city adapted to a desert environment, with its
planned colonnaded axis and monumental sanctuaries.

Source: UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Palmyra Listing Documentation
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Temple of Bel - Architectural Marvel

i Originally dedicated in the 1st century CE, serving as
one of the most important religious buildings in

Roman-era Syria

[T) Architectural masterpiece combining traditional Near
Eastern cella and courtyard with a Graeco-Roman
colonnaded peristyle

& Prime example of architectural hybridity and cultural
synthesis in the Roman East

& Religious center that mediated between local Semitic
traditions and Greco-Roman religious practices

Temple of Bel before its destruction in August 2015

Architectural Innovation

The temple's design influenced later Roman architecture and became o
i . . O M T}
a model for religious buildings throughout the empire. Its fusion of 4 = achi
" tect
styles reflects Palmyra's position as a cultural crossroads. Near Eastern Greco-Roman FEATECET

al
Hybridity



Temple of Baalshamin

) Smaller but finely proportioned temple with classical
Greek and Roman architectural elements

v Completed in the 2nd century CE during the Roman
period

[ Richly decorated entablature featuring intricate
sculptural details

I [ Example of architectural hybridity, combining Graeco-
Roman and local Semitic traditions

One of the most important religious buildings in
Roman-era Syria

-
i

Temple of Baalshamin with its distinctive entablature and columns
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Despite its smaller size, the temple showcases exceptional architectural

"The Temple of Baalshamin represents a perfect synthesis of S —

classical orders with local decorative motifs, making it a textbook
case of cultural hybridity in the Roman East."




The Great Colonnade

8\ Ancient Avenue

A 1.1-km long colonnaded street that formed the main
urban axis of Palmyra, structuring the city's layout.

¢ Urban Connection

Linked the Temple of Bel with the western monumental
quarter, creating an architectural corridor through the

ty.
’c&y Architectural Significance
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Displayed impressive engineering and aesthetic - o e S I g™ B wag
. e . . The Great Colonnade before its destruction in 2015 - A i R R
achievement with its uniform columns and decorative |
elements.
Urban Axis of Palmyra
Temple of City Western

Bel Center Quarter



Monumental Architecture

Palmyra's architecture demonstrates Roman urban culture
adapted to desert environment while maintaining local

traditions.

A Tetrapylon & Arch of Triumph
Transitional elements along the colonnade showcasing Roman
engineering adapted to the landscape.

@® Roman Theatre
A well-preserved stone structure with intricate carvings, blending

Roman design with desert setting.

8ld Agora
- . Roman Theatre - masterpiece of adaptation to desert environment
Civic center for commerce and governance, featuring colonnaded

walkways providing shade and structure. ® Colonnades @ Theatre @ Agora




Funerary Landscape and Tombs

"The funerary landscape of Palmyra provides a unique
window into Palmyrene society, customs, and artistic
achievements through their monumental tombs."

A Tower tombs, including the iconic Tower of Elahbel, rise
dramatically across the Palmyra landscape

& Underground hypogea decorated with reliefs and
portraits document Palmyrene society

Funerary Architecture Types

£ Funerary architecture combines Hellenistic, Roman, and T

local Semitic traditions ®  Stepped structures reaching up to 20 meters, with elaborate facades and
distinctive caps

202 Tombs served as monuments to the deceased and

- : ) Hypogea

SymbOIS of famlly status E‘III'E Underground chambers with decorated walls showing reliefs of the
deceased

Cultural Significance

The funerary monuments of Palmyra provide an exceptional
archaeological "stone archive" of the city's cosmopolitan society,
documenting daily life and artistic achievements.



Cultural Synthesis and Artistic Innovation

Distinctive Palmyrene Style

il Classical Roman 18 Local Traditions
Palmyra exemplifies cultural hybridity in the Roman East, where: Columns, arches, Decorative motifs and
_ _ : symmetrical designs religious iconography
[0 Fluted columns with local decorative motifs
Aramaic inscriptions with Graeco-Roman typography @ Cultural Hybridity Artistic
A Near Eastern decoration adapted to Roman architecture Blending of diverse artistic * Innovation
traditions Original interpretations of
Architectural Innovation classical forms
Palmyrene architectural achievements include:
A
M Temple of Bel: Graeco-Roman peristyle with Near Eastern L
cella Palmyrene
Synthesis

«A Temple of Baalshamin: Classical columns with decorated
A textbook case of
entablature cultural hybridity



Crossroads of Civilizations

pu Palmyra mediated exchanges between the
Roman-Mediterranean world, Mesopotamia,
Persia, Arabia, and Central Asia

& Facilitated intense cultural exchanges of
goodes, religious ideas, and artistic forms

(g Became a cosmopolitan center where
Mediterranean, Near Eastern, and Persian

traditions merged

4l Adapted and synthesized diverse cultural
elements into a distinctive "Palmyrene" style

O

Rome

O

Persia

P
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Goods

Silk, spices, luxury items

Pa!yra

[ ¢

Religion

Graeco-Roman, Persian
deities

O

Arabia

O

Central Asia

®

Art

Classical, Hellenistic,
Orientalist



Influence on European Architecture

A

Palmyra's Ruins

R Exquisite colonnades and
monumental architecture

« Unique fusion of Graeco-Roman
and Near Eastern styles

PN Widely published in 17th-18th
century engravings

@ Lasting Legacy

Engravings

feEsS®n
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Publications

<
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European Architecture

B Neo-classical buildings
incorporating Palmyrene arches

& Garden design featuring
Palmyrene-inspired elements

@ Revival of classical forms in
decorative arts

Palmyra's architectural innovations transcended their historical context, influencing design movements from the 17th century through
to the present day. The city's unique cultural synthesis provided European architects with a bridge between ancient traditions and

innovative design.



Queen Zenobia's Legacy

"The story of Queen Zenobia and the Palmyrene kingdom has
long captured imaginations and has become a symbol of local
and national identity, resistance, and cultural pride."

Historical Symbolism
W Ruled the Palmyrene kingdom in the 3rd century CE

&2 Mediated between Roman and Persian influences

© 3rdcentury CE

Enduring Legacy

ED

Symbol of Resistance
Inspired resistance against Roman rule

Cultural Identity
Embodies local and national identity

Cultural Pride
Represents Palmyrene cultural achievement

A Modern Era



Conflict and Heritage Threats

"With the outbreak of the Syrian conflict in 2011, Palmyra's heritage came under severe threat."

Shelling and Bombardment

Artillery fire and aerial bombardment damaged both ancient
structures and modern town infrastructure

m Looting and Excavation

Systematic looting of artifacts and illicit archaeological
excavations decimated cultural resources

@®__ Armed Group Occupation
a0 P P

Occupation by various armed groups, including the Islamic State
(2015-2017), brought deliberate destruction

Timeline of Threats

2011 2013 2015 2017
Conflict begins WH in Danger status Temple destruction ~ Governme
o o o nt ®
recapture

Heritage Impact

Deliberate destruction of cultural symbols
lllicit trafficking of Palmyrene artifacts
Damage to structural integrity of monuments

Loss of contextual information



Systematic Destruction 2015-2017

® August 2015

i,

w Temple of Baalshamin deliberately blown up

® August 30, 2015

% Temple of Bel cella destroyed; satellite imagery confirms loss of
main structure

@ Early September 2015

£ Tower of Elahbel and other tower tombs demolished

® May 2015

' Lion of al-Lat statue heavily damaged

aalsham

Additional Destruction
M Monumental arch (Tetrapylon) destroyed

@® Parts of the Roman theatre damaged



World Heritage in Danger Status

A DANGER 2013

Palmyra was placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger
in 2013 due to the Syrian conflict and systematic
destruction of cultural heritage.

The Committee has repeatedly reaffirmed this status in
subsequent sessions through 2024.

UNESCO Advisory Body Recommendations:

/" Stabilize remaining structures
@ Halt hasty or poorly documented rebuilding
#¥ Prosecute illicit trafficking of artifacts

# Plan future reconstruction based on rigorous
documentation

Reaffirmation Timeline

(@] (@] (@] (@]
2013 2015 2019 2024

Initial placement  First reaffirmation Committee session Latest reaffirmation

Ongoing Concerns:

> Sysipilian destruction during conflict
> Looting and illicit excavation

> Need for international cooperation



Emergency Conservation Measures

Q Damage Assessment

Ground surveys and documentation conducted by Syrian
and international teams after recapture (2016-2017)

Advanced 3D documentation using drone technology and
photogrammetry

/* Restoration Approach

@ Focus on stabilizing remaining structures and preventing
further deterioration

&la Emphasis on research-based, reversible interventions
guided by international standards

O Notable Success

Lion of al-Lat - Partial reconstruction completed in 2017
under DGAM supervision with UNESCO support

Lion of al-Lat before restoration (2017)

Key Conservation Milestones

o

o

2016-2017

Damage assessment teams deploy

2017

Lion of al-Lat restoration completed
2017-Present

Ongoing documentation and stabilization



Recent Restoration Initiatives

Following the conflict, Palmyra has seen a surge in international conservation efforts to preserve its World Heritage status.

~— Afqga Spring Restoration

Completed in 2022, this project restored an important hydraulic feature of Palmyra's oasis.

Y Arch of Triumph Restoration

Since 2023, DGAM has been working with Russian Academy on staged restoration of this iconic
monument.

ﬁ Palmyra National Museum

Preparatory work and studies for museum's restoration completed in 2023.

('e Roman Theatre Facade
Work began in 2023 to restore the facade of the Roman theatre.

19/24



Current Management Challenges

Ongoing Challenges Conservation Approach

ae2 Limited Administrative Staffing
a0

Insufficient personnel for effective site management and
museum operations

Structural Vulnerabilities
Unrepaired war damage and ongoing structural concerns requiring
immediate attention

2 Economic Hardship
Funding challenges for long-term, research-driven conservation

()

efforts

Comprehensive Management Plan
Need for a defined management framework to guide conservation

priorities

D A

Research-Driven

: Symbolic Rebuildi
Conservation planfeiel 15 Rl e it

° Rush to reconstruct as

' VS
© Meticulous "symbols"

documentation and
© Lack of proper

© RBIMNDle and documentation

scientifically sound

interventions © Ignoring scientific

standards

@ Training local specialists

"Preserving Palmyra requires a multi-layered strategy: improving security,
preventing looting, documenting damage, training local specialists,
involving communities, and coordinating international support rather
than rushing to rebuild monuments as 'symbols.""— 2024 Academic

Study



UNESCO Conservation Priorities

UNESCO's most recent State of Conservation reports (up to 2024) highlight critical priorities for the preservation of Palmyra:

Security Improvement
Enhancing protection measures to prevent further
damage, looting, and unauthorized excavations

De-mining
Clearing unexploded ordnances and implementing safe '
access protocols for visitors and researchers

Comprehensive Management Plan
Developing a holistic strategy that addresses conservation,
research, documentation, and sustainable tourism

Structural Consolidation
/‘ Stabilizing damaged structures using traditional techniques
and materials to prevent further deterioration

Careful Reconstruction Evaluation
Thoroughly assessing any reconstruction proposals based on rigorous documentation and international standards, ensuring

authenticity and reversibility

"Preserving Palmyra requires a multi-layered strategy: improving security, preventing looting, documenting damage, training local specialists, and
coordinating international support.”



Future Conservation Strategy

A comprehensive strategy is needed to preserve Palmyra's
cultural heritage:

. Security & Mine Clearance

Ensure safe access and prevent further damage

Documentation & Research
Thorough assessment before any reconstruction

@ Specialist Training

ala Develop local expertise for sustainable management

2¢2 Community Engagement

S

E)

In involve local communities in preservation efforts

International Cooperation
Coordinate global support with UNESCO standards

Sustainable Tourism
Develop responsible visitor management systems

"Preserving Palmyra requires a multi-layered strategy rather than rushing to rebuild monuments as 'symbols™
— 2024 Academic Study



Palmyra's Global Significance Today

' Symbol of Heritage Vulnerability

Palmyra's destruction highlights the fragility of cultural heritage sites in
conflict zones and the urgent need for international protection
mechanisms

\0 Resilience and Reconstruction Model

The site serves as a case study for ethical reconstruction, emphasizing
documentation, research-based interventions, and community
engagement over rapid rebuilding

OIO Ethical Heritage Management

Palmyra demonstrates the importance of legal frameworks,
international cooperation, and sustainable tourism development in
post-conflict heritage preservation

"Palmyra continues to serve as a global case
study in the ethical reconstruction and
sustainable management of heritage in post-
conflict settings."




Path Forward for Preservation

The future of Palmyra depends on coordinated international efforts guided by UNESCO standards and local expertise:

. Stabilize and Conserve . Meticulous Documentation

Secure remaining structures and implement careful restoration Continue research-based, reversible interventions with

based on rigorous documentation comprehensive recording of all work
. Anti-Trafficking Measures . Community Engagement
Strengthen legal frameworks and practical measures to combat Involve local communities and Syrian specialists in preservation

looting and illicit artifact trafficking efforts and heritage education

. Global Significance

If conditions are met, Palmyra can continue serving as a extraordinary archaeological site and a global case study in
ethical reconstruction and sustainable heritage management in post-conflict settings.
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