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General description of the trail

With the constructionof theT§torj§neducationaltrail alongtheHern§d

riverībesidesthe existingK®k hull§mandMagaspart trailsīanothergreat

opportunity has openedup to get to know the lesserknown sectionof the

Hern§dValley. The trail touches thevillagesof Als·dobsza,Szentistv§nbaksa

andMegyasz·(only outerpart), presentingthevaluesof their environment.

The foundingmembersof our associationdecidedin the springof 2007

to build an educationtrail. After obtainingthenecessarypermits,thephysical

creationof thenaturetrail wasfollowed. Thepaintingof thesignsbeganafter

cleaningup and widening the route,and in the summer,threerestingplaces

weresetupwith benchesservingthecomfortof hikers.

The internationalnaturetrail sign waschosen

asthesignfor our trail. Onbothsidesof theroad,in

bothdirections,thewhite square-basedsignswith a

blue stripedrawn from the lower left cornerto the

upper right corner are clearly visible. Their

frequencyis around50-100 meters. In lessobvious

places directional arrows were used to make

orientationeasier.

General description:

Length: 17 km 

Shape: Figureeight 

Recommended starting point: Park in front of the Als·dobszageneral store. 

Can only be walked on foot, only a few places are accessible by bicycle! 

Time required to complete: approx. 7-8 hours 

Affected settlements: Als·dobsza-Megyasz·(outskirts)-Szentistv§nbaksa

We hope this little booklet will guideyou alongthis educationaltrail and 

provide useful additional information about the sights.
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The first written mentionof the village datesbackto 1332. It wasnamed

aftertheformerowner,theDopsafamily. Theold village wasoriginally located

in a differentplace,closerto theHern§dRiver.

Fromthere,dueto continuouslandslidesandthenanearthquake,it moved

to its currentlocationin thesecondhalf of the18th century. The21st meridian

passesthroughtoday'sR§k·cziStreet.

0.  Starting point: Als·dobsza

1.View of theHigh TatrasfromAls·dobsza

A beautiful panoramacan be seenby the tourists from the part of the

village which facing the river. To describeit we cannotfind more beautiful

words thanthosewritten down by former teacherJ·zsefBalogh:ĂThevillage

of Als·dobszais locatedwherethe northeasterntip of the Great Hungarian

Plain and the southwesternspurs of the Zempl®nMountains meet. More

specifically: in the northwesterncorner of the southernpart of the former

Zempl®nCounty,next to theHern§dRiver, where the northern edgeof the

Harangodregionmergesinto thesunnyslopesof thesouthwesternhills of the

Zempl®nMountains. Thisis a beautifulplace! The natural beauty of

the village's surroundings

fills everyone with

admiration. The village lies

on a plateau and offers a

beautiful view of theHern§d

River to the West, with its

countless silvery bends. To

theHern§dValley'ssea-level

plain, its background, the

Sziksz·hills, further awaythe

B¿kkMountains, Miskolc,

and the constantly smoking

Di·sgyŖr, and several more

villages nearSziksz·, and in

their background,the Tatra

mountain masses,which are

visible in clear weather,

sparklingin pink.ò

Useful information

Although the trail can be accessedfrom

severalplaces,we primarily recommendstarting

from Als·dobsza. This publication also

describesthis route. Thereare two busstopsin

the centerof the village, which are frequently

visited by buses from both Miskolc and

Szerencs. There are also parking places

available next to the Heroes' Grove in the

center. You can also stock up on food and

drinks from the general store located here.

Thanksto the figure eight formation, everyone

can return to the starting point by the chosen

meansof transport.



It was located in the old

village nearHern§d, togetherwith

the first church. The first document

referring to the renovation of the

churchis dated9 May 1724.

The presentchurch was built

in 1807, when the old church was

damaged, and its remains were

demolishedandrebuilt in its current

location. Until the church was

completed,serviceswereheld under

the sky in theunfencedcourtyardof

the crumbling parish, damagedby

earthquakes,on benchesfrom the

old church. In 1872-73, the 20-

meter-high stonetower was erected

in front of theeasternfacade.

1. ReformedChurch

On 20 August 1889, a hugefire ragedin the village that destroyedthe

church,but which wasrebuilt by 1890with greatcooperation.

In 1891, the central part of the village was again destroyedby fire.

However, for the upcoming Millennium commemorationyear, the church,

schoolandtheir outbuildings,which hadburnedto theground,wererebuilt by

the hardworkingpopulationwith public donationsand cooperation. In 1902,

Antal Novotny from Timisoaraproducedan openworkbell with a diameterof

73.2 cm for thevillage.

The church cast a

slightly smaller one in

Csepel in 1927, with a

diameterof 62.5 cm.

3. The big and thesmall

bell

2. Reformedchurch



In 1948, the church was renovated at the initiative of the local

CommunistParty (MDP), and the works were completedby 20 August. The

renovationwas carried out by the workers of theDi·sgyŖrFactory, led by

factory directorJ·zsefHerczeg. The populationof Dobszaprovidedthe sand.

On 31 October1982, for the ReformationDay, the churchunderwentanother

renovation.

In 2007, on the 200th anniversaryof the church's construction,this

historic building was completely renovated inside and outside thanks to

donationsfrom PresbyterK§rolyBŤdiandthefollowers, makingit a real jewel

box for thevillage andthesurroundingarea. It wascompletelypaintedandhad

underfloorheating,the churchspirewasgiven a new covering,and the organ

wasalsorepaired.

The organ,donatedby the followers, was handedover on 10 October

1943. The artistically designedorgan was made by organ builder J·zsef

Gerstenengstin eight versions. Thereareanother5 Gerstenengstorgansin the

Tisz§ninnenparishin thevillagesofErdŖhorv§ti, Martonyi, Vadna,P§cin, and

V§mos¼jfalu. It had not beenplayedfor a long time, but sinceits renovationin

2007, it hasbeenregularlyusedfor churchoccasions,andsometimesthereare

alsoconcertsin thechurch.

4. The interior of the church with the pulpit and the organ. On the left wall

thereis a memorial plaque from the First and Second World Wars



The Hern§d River

Its total length is 286 kilometers,the Hungariansectionis 118 km. The

catchmentareais 5436kmĮ,of which 1136kmĮis in Hungary. This territorial

division causesproblemsmainly during floods, and in the pastmanypollutants

also enteredthe river as by-productsof theKoġiceindustry. Its water flow is

extremelyvariable: it variesbetween6ï450mį. It flows into theSaj·in thearea

borderedby thevillagesofKºrºm, Muhi,čnodandSaj·h²dv®g.

Its tributary is theVad§sz-patak (brook). Its only artificial branchis the

B§rsonyosbrook. The difficulty level of the Hungariansectionis ww-1, light

white water and fast flowing water. It is one of the least regulatedrivers in

Europe,it canonly be navigatedby kayakor canoe,therearemanyislandsand

fallen trees. It is recommendedfor canoeing- mainly in the uppersection- for

experiencedcanoeists. The averagedrop of the riverbed is 55.7 cm/km, the

averagespeedis 2.1-6 km/h, the averagedepthis 1-3 m, andthe width is 20-60

m. It can be difficult for rowersto navigatebecausethe river changesits bed

frequently, and there are no signs indicating the river kilometer. The river is

dammedin 4 places,so in theseplaceswe canonly moveforward by lifting the

boatover them. Its advantage,comparedto Bodrog,which is recommendedfor

ñbeginnerrowersò,is that you can easily find a suitableplaceto campalmost

everywhere. It is easyto mooron thesandyor pebbleshore.

Participantson the Hern§dtour are recommendedto set off with an

experiencedguide and to study the 12th booklet of the Water Touring Maps

series published by the Hungarian Nature ConservationAssociation. Canoe

rental, tent sites, and directions are also availableat the NagykinizsiVid§m

Vidra WaterCamp.

TheHern§dRiver (Horn§d

in Slovak) originatesin Slovakia,

near the village of Hern§dfŖ

(Vikartovce), on the northern

side of the King's Hill (Kr§Ŏ'ova

hol'a) in the Low Tatras, at an

altitudeof 1040meters. It leaves

Slovakia near the village of

Aba¼jn§dasd(Trsten®pri

Horn§de) and enters Hungary

nearAba¼jv§r. It is a borderriver

with a length of about 10 km.

The largestcity on its banks is

Koġice.

5. The bend of the Hern§dRiver on the 

Megyasz·-Als·dobszaborder



Underwater world - Fish in the Hern§d

TheHern§dRiver is hometo a large and

valuable fish fauna, which is why it is

considered a popular fishing water for

anglers. About50 out of the96 fish species

found in our country have already been

detectedin theriver. Currently,thenumber

of invasivespeciesis still small, although

we can encounter stone moroko

(Pseudorasboraparva) more and more

often. The most common fish speciesin

Hern§dis thebleak (Alburnusalburnus), if

we notice small or even large groups of

fish often swimming on the surfaceof the

water,we can almostbe sureto seethem.

During the spawningseason,the protected

European bitterling (Rhodeus amarus)

and the spined loach (Cobitis taenia) are

regularon theshoreline,andon theedgeof

larger streamlineswe can see gudgeon

(Gobiogobio) in smallergroups.

Spined Loach

Gudgeon

European Bitterling

Rudd

Bleak

Stone Moroko

Photos: Attila Bereczky



Of the three native crayfish species in our country,

belongingto the orderof decapods(Decapoda),the European crayfish

(Astacusastacus) andtheDanubecrayfish (Astacusleptodactylus) have

so far beendetectedin the river. About 20-30 yearsago, the Danube

crayfish, known for its huge, slender claws, were present in large

numbersin theHern§dRiver and in the artificially createdB§rsonyos

brook, alsoknown asKis Hern§d(which startsfromHern§dszurdokand

flows back into theHern§dat BŖcs). Unfortunately,both specieswere

significantly reducedby the diseasecalledcrayfish plague,furthermore

theyarealsovery sensitiveto pollution.

Invasivecrayfishspeciesare increasinglyspreading,which areresistant

to disease,moreprolific, andthussuppressthe spreadof nativespecies.

Of the five alien crayfishspecies,themostcommonin theHern§dRiver

is the spiny-cheek (Orconecteslimosus), asit hasalreadybeendetected

in theSaj·River nearGirincs (and from thereit caneasilyswim up to

the Hern§d) and in a small gravel pit lake in Zsujta, which already

belongsto the Hern§dvalley. It is only a matter of time before we

manageto detectit in our belovedriver. Determiningthespeciesthatwe

have in our handsis not easy,in any case,anyonewho encountersa

crayfish in the river (we are thinking of anglershere)shouldnotify us

after taking some (top view) photos. This is necessarybecauseit is

advisableto takeappropriatestepsassoonaspossiblein the eventof an

invasivespeciesappearing.

Underwater world ïCrayfish in the Hern§d

Danube

crayfish

European 

crayfish

Spiny-cheek

crayfish

Photos: Bal§zs Szel®nyi 



Geocaching

Geocachingbeganon 3 May 2000, whenDaveUlmer hid the first cache

in theUnitedStatesof America,afterselectivejammingwasremovedfrom the

GPSsystemon 1 May. The essenceof the gameis that a previouslyhidden

cachemustbefoundbasedon its geographicalcoordinates. A GPSdevicecan

also be used freely for this. The gamehas beenplayed in many countries

aroundtheworld. Thefirst cachewasplacedin Hungaryon24June2001.

As we reachthe next stopon the educationaltrail, we caneasilyjoin in

on this game,asthereis acacheheretoo.

The information needed for this is provided here:

2390. Where the Shore Breaks 

(GCDBSZ)

Latitude: N 48Á11.241'

Longitude: E 20Á59.717'

Elevation: 134 m

Hide type: Traditional geocache

Distance from starting point: 600 m

The location of thecache

The environmentthat hoststhecache

Sourceof thetext and photos: www.geocaching.hu



The black stork (Ciconia nigra),

which is alsohighly protected,usesthe

closed floodplain forests for nesting

and feeding. There is a rich variety of

fish, amphibiansandreptiles.

2.Tat§rk¼t (Tatar Well) 

We have arrived at the second

and the most beautiful stop on our

nature trail, where the bend of the

magnificentHern§dRiver canbe seen.

There is a rich wildlife in this place,

which is a popularstopfor anglersand

rowers.

This sectionof theHern§driver,

suitable for watering the animals, is

called the TatarWell, which is a great

exampleof the deepimpact the Tatar

invasion of 1241-42 had on the

population.

The agricultural areas on the

other side provide suitablenestingand

feedingareasfor the Eastern imperial

eagle(Aquila heliaca).

7. Summer landscape

6. The bendin winter

8. Black Storks



The slowly creepingclay-sand-loesslayerscollapsenearthe shore; the

material of the collapse is gradually carried away by the river. On the

constantlyrenewingsteepslope,only mineral lithosol can form, which is a

mix of loess, Pannonianclay andsandlayers.

The alluvial depositsformed over millions of yearsemergefrom the

forestsurroundingthe leisurelywinding river like a castlewall. Thebedrock

of the loesswall is largely Pleistoceneloess,which was depositedon clay

layerson therelativelydeepvolcanicrocksof theTokaj Mountainshere. It is

a favoritenestingplacefor the largestowl speciesin Hungary,theeagle-owl

(Bubobubo). On the left bankof theHern§d, the clay-sandboundarylocated

in the deeperlayersslopestowardsthe river. The loesswall, which reaches

100 m thicknessin certain places,creepstowards the river at an average

speedof 0.5-1 dm/year. The seismicactivity experiencedtodaymay play a

role in causinglarge-scalemovements.

9. EurasianEagle-owl neston the loesswall



Continuing our journey along

theHern§d, in the shadeof softwood

grovessqueezedby the acaciaforest,

we reacha backwatersurroundedby

densereeds,andthat is the third stop

of our educationaltrail. The area is

under nature protection (Megyasz·i

T§torj§nosNature Reserve),and is

also part of the NATURA 2000

network. Its total areais 35.3 ha (of

which the backwateris 10.9 ha). The

backwater was separatedfrom the

living Hern§dRiver, its water is

replenishedby floods, and it is also

saidto befed by a spring.

3. Old-Hern§d 

Furtherbackwaterscan be found to the north, in the following places:

Vizsoly,Hern§dv®cse,Gºncruszka(Vider - Berekbackwater),Hern§dszurdok,

Zug-Zsujta. Most of them were createdafter river regulationor large-scale

floods. In this place,you canobservemanyspeciesof waterfowl, andduring

the grazingseason,you canadmiretheherdof nativegraycattle. After a long

frost, this place offers an excellent sporting opportunity for skaters,who

regularlyvisit theOld-Hern§dfrom nearbyvillages.

Theonly turtle in our country,theEuropean

pond turtle (Emysorbicularis), is rarelyseen,but

the broad-bodied chaser (Libellula depressa) is

commonhere.

10. Spring snapshot

13. Grey heron12. European Pond Turtle11. EurasianSpoonbill



The floating seaweedassociationis

hometo a largenumberof protectedfloating

fern (Salvinia natans) and duckweeds

(Lemna minor/ Spirodela polyrrhiza).

During the breeding season, many

amphibianspeciescanbe found. The edible

frog (Rana esculenta) is most often seen,

while theagile frog(Ranadalmatina) canbe

seenhiding underleaf-litter or escapingwith

greatleapsin the forestsof our naturetrail.

Thegrasssnake (Natrix natrix) is oftenseen

searchingfor its prey,andlessoftenthedice

snake (Natrix tessellata) sunbatheson the

trunks of fallen trees. The common

predatoryfish speciesof thebackwateris the

northern pike (Esoxlucius). Thealsonative

tench (Tinca tinca) and the rare crucian

carp (Carassiuscarassius) are also present.

Previously,it was common,the black kite

(Milvus migrans) can sometimesbe seen,

whosemain food is deadfish, but for some

years the white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus

albicilla), the largestnestingbird of prey in

Hungary,hasbeennestingin our area. The

most common are the mallard (Anas

platyrhynchos) and the grey heron (Ardea

cinerea), and the spoonbill (Platalea

leucorodia) appearslessfrequently.

In the last few years, the European

beaver (Castor fiber) has also appearedin

the Hern§d, which reached our river by

swimming up the Tisza andSaj·rivers. Its

presenceis mostly revealedby its chewing

marks. The traces of the Eurasian otter

(Lutra lutra), the emblematicanimal of our

association, can also be observed. The

European otter is an endangeredspecies

throughout our continent, and its nominal

valueis 250,000HUF.

14.Eurasian Otter

15. CommonKingfisher

16. Old White-tailed Eagle

17. Beaver chew marks along the Hern§dRiver



It has been a protectedarea since

1996andis a Natura2000area.

The aim of the protection is to

preservethehabitatof thehighly protected

Tartarian Breadplant (Crambe tatarea)

which is t§torj§nin Hungarian. According

to the decisionthe most importantthing is

to protectthis plant, to ensureandhelp its

spreadandsurvival.

In addition, the protection of other

plantandanimalspeciesliving on theloess

plateauandthe landscapeis alsoimportant

to preserve.

4. T§torj§nos Nature Reservein Megyasz·

On the left sideof theHern§d, loesssettledon the Pannoniansediments

on thehigh bank,which largelydeterminestheflora of thearea. In thesouthern

part of the area,on its northernedge,wherethe distancebetweentheHern§d

River and the backwateris only a few meters,the river is constantlywashing

the "dam" andit is likely thatafter thedambreaksthrough,thebackwaterwill

becomethe new riverbedof the river. If that changeoccurs,the hydrological

conditionsof theareawill alsochange.

Its flora is partly continental,partly Mediterranean-sub-Mediterranean

and partly Pannonian. The most valuablespeciesof the flora is the Pontic-

Pannonianspeciesof tartarianbreadplant, which is highly protectedin Hungary

and a Natura 2000 designationspecies. In the early 1990s, there were still

nearly 100 individuals living in the area,a quarterof which were in bloom.

Over the next 10 years,its populationdecreasedto 3 dueto the erosionof the

coast. Unfortunately,in 2006, its populationwasdestroyedaftera landslideon

theHern§dcoast.

18. Tartarian Breadplant in the

areain 1995

19. Giant PeacockMoth 20. European StagBeetlemale 21. Oil Beetle



Loessgrasslandsoccurring in small

patches on the tops of loess walls are

characteristic, and the typical speciesof

them are spring Adonis (Adonisvernalis),

greater pasqueflower (Pulsatilla grandis)

andthe tuberous Jerusalemsage(Phlomis

tuberosa). On the edgeof the flowing loess

walls, only remnantsof the Tatar maple-

loessoak forest can be found. Along the

Hern§dandin its floodplain, reedbeds,tall

sedgesand brush-grass marsh meadows

borderedby willows and softwood forest

remnantsarecharacteristic. In theT§torj§n

area, its original biotope was completely

coveredby theinvasivewhite acacia,which

greatly changedthe original form of the

habitat.

24. CommonToad

22. Spring Adonis

25. Buzzardwith magpies

23. The habitat of Tartarian Breadpalntin 2007.The species has not been

found sincethen



The speciesis a relict plant of the

postglacialwarm periodin our country,the

heraldof theHazelAge loesssteppesof the

Carpathian Basin. It is one of the

characteristic,but rare speciesof the loess

steppesof the Pannonianregion. Its area

of theBlack andCaspianSeasis extensive,

but only local isolatedpopulationslive in

our country. The recorded domestic

population is 2600-3000 individuals. The

species is currently an endangeredand

highly protected in our country, its

conservationvalue is 100,000 HUF. It is

listed in the IUCN RedBook. Its collection

asfood mayhavecontributedto thedecline

of thedomesticpopulation.

The Tartarian Breadplant

Morphology

Description from the end of

the 16th century: a large bushy

white-flowered grasson the steppes

like sheep. The leavesof the plant

arelarge,winged. Its taproot,which

is shapedlike a stick, can penetrate

up to 1 m deepin olderage,oftenas

thick as an arm. Perennial,the root

overwinters (hemikryptophyton).

After seedgermination,only leaves

developin thefirst year,andin early

May it produceswhite flowers in

multiple compoundracemes. At this

size, it is a bulbous plant with a

diameterof 1 m.

Taxonomy

Phylum: Tracheophyta, Class: Magnoliopsida, Order: Brassicales, 

Family: Brassicaceae, Genus: Crambe



If germinationwassuccessfulandthestemhasgrownstrongandreached

the age of 1-2 years,the 1 m diameterbush with its spreadingappearance

meanslight competitionfor otherspecies. Its own offspringcanbe foundnext

to the mother plant, sometimes2-3 individuals grow into each other. The

Tartarianbreadplant, which rolls along like a devil's cart, gets stuck in the

interweavingof blackberrybushes,hawthornand blackthornbushes,so the

densityof individualscanincreasehere.

Biology

Theindividualssproutat theendof

March, beginning of April . Flowering

beginsin theperiodfrom the lastdaysof

April to the first day of May. In its last

days,only blossomedindividuals canbe

observed.

During June and July, fruiting

specimens can be seen, and fruiting

corms detach from their basesstarting

from theendof summer.

The photos of the plant, its parts and habitat were taken in BelsŖb§r§nd. 

Unnumbered photos: Attila Bereczky

26. Sizeof an averageTartarian Breadplant



5. Szentistv§nbaksa

The origin of the name

Szentistv§nbaksacould come from

its history: charcoalburnerssettled

in the large beechand oak forests

that once dominatedthe landscape,

and the village may have received

its name after the chopped,

hemisphericalwood piles (boksa).

According to the other version, in

thepast,thepopulationbredgoatsin

large numbers; its meat and milk

servedas excellentfood before the

spread of cows. Salt blocks were

laid out in several places for the

goats,which is where the nameof

thevillage canbederived- after the

expressionbaks·z·- from. The nameis first mentionedin

1262 in the form of Als·-Baxa.

Szentistv§nbaksaalready had a mill

on the Hern§din 1321, which

undoubtedly indicates significant

grain production. In the 15th century,

the Hegymegifamily also had a part

of theestatein Baxa.

In 1427,Als·Baksais listed in

the land censuswith a serf land. In

1576, Imre Abonyi was the landlord,

with whom the populationconverted

to theReformedreligion.

In 1608, Szentistv§nbaksa

belonged to the Reformed church

district ofAba¼j.

In 1627 it was listed in the

county records as Als·or Szent-

Istv§n-Baksa. In 1635 the Turks

ravagedthevillage andits inhabitants

fled.

Babos Andr§s
Dobai Ćd§m

27. Landscapeof thevillage from the trail

28. Old traditional house

29. Hern§d River on theedgeof thevillage



The agriculturalserf populationfaceddifficulties in the following century.

In 1643, Istv§nAbonyi, the hereditarylord of Baxa,wasappointedheadof the

countyôsportal infantry. It wasdestroyedduring the occupation,and in 1715 it

becamea curial village,with nopopulation.

Thelord of thelandfrom 1744to 1802wasAndr§sAbonyi, with whomthe

Abonyi family becameextinct. During therepressionfollowing thefailure of the

R§k·cziWar of Independence,only a few peoplelived in the settlement. The

village wasrepopulatedwith ReformedHungariansin the18th century. In 1833,

it was listed as a Hungarianvillage, with a Reformedchurch,synagogue,90

houses,691 inhabitants(179 RomanCatholics,460 Reformed,52 Jews)and a

flour mill . In World War I, 11of thevillage'sinhabitantsdieda heroicdeath.

In 1696, the Reformedhada stonechurchin Szentistv§nbaksa, the fate of

this churchis unknown. The late Baroquebuilding that standstodaywas built

between1818and1829. Thegroundareaof thenorth-southorientedchurchis 7

x 16 m (with 180 seats),the height of the bell tower in front of the southern

facadeis 24 m. Its interior is coveredby a flat ceiling with woodenbeams,and

thebuilding closesin a semicirculararchon thenorth.

The 157 kg (66 cm) bell wascastbyL§szl·Szlez§kin 1927in Budapest,

with theinscription:ñCastunderthetutelageofIstv§nK·ka.òThe61 kg (49 cm)

bell wascastbyJ§nosTh¼ryin 1886in Budapest,with theinscription:ñMadeby

the EvangelicalReformedChurch of Szentistv§nbaksaduring the tutelageof

J§nosCsorbaéò

30-31. The ReformedChurch and its interior



Memorial plaque of J·zsef 

Kem®nyfi

On 28 September,Kossuth appointedhim captain, and he joined the

HungarianArmy, whereheservedin theFeldunaCorps. He hadhis baptismof

fire in the Battle of P§kozdandthenservedin the44th Battalionwith the rank

of captain.

In the fall of 1848, a coursewaslaunchedat theFacultyof Humanitiesof

the University of Pest for thoseñwhowish to train themselvesfor military

service.òJ·zsefKem®nyfiwasappointedasa teacherhereon 15 November. He

formed theñPestUniversityLegionòfrom the studentshere,with about 150

people,on 1 January1849. On 22 March1849, thelegionroutedtheSerbswith

a heroicchargeat Kiszombor. Theunit participatedin thebattlesofSzŖregon 5

Augustand Timisoaraon 9 August. After the surrenderof Vil§gos,Kem®nyfi

wasfirst court-martialedasa military staff officer, andthenin February1850he

was conscriptedinto the imperial army as a private for 12 years,but he soon

escapedandreachedHamburg,andfrom thereheemigratedto America.

In theAmericanCivil War,heservedasa captainandaide-de-campto the

first Republicanpresidentialcandidate,GeneralJohn C. Fr®mont. After the

Compromiseof 1867, he returnedhomeandbecamea lawyer. In 1887, he was

electedtown clerk of Zilah anda memberof thelocal HonorSociety. He diedin

Zilah on24November1895.

Our associationerectedthe

memorialplaquein the village of

Szentistv§nbaksain honor of the

1848/49 Revolution and

War of Independence. He was

born in Szentistv§nbaksain 1812

asJ·zsefHartmann. In the spring

of 1848, he was elected first

lieutenantof theKoġiceNational

Guard.
National Guards

Source: www.karnyujtasnyitortenelem.blogspot.com

Detail of his letter in which he reports on the formation of the "Pest University 

Legion", and his signature



We havearrived at the most panoramicstationon our educationaltrail.

TheSzentistv§nbaksamoundis a definingelementof the landscape. It is a great

point of referenceandoffers an excellentand impressivepanorama. Its shape,

origin andhistoryhavelongbeenof interestto thesurroundingpopulation.

Szentistv§nbaksais a significant

archaeological site in Borsod-Aba¼j-

Zempl®nCounty,andthe findings reveal

a unified pictureof a BronzeAge human

settlementthat once existed in the area

of thevillage. On a dominanthill above

the village, traces of Avar-era burial

chambersbuilt on piles were discovered

in the late 1800s, which datebackto the

2nd or 3rd centuryBC. In the 1930s, the

staff of the archaeologicaldepartmentof

the HermannOtt·Museum in Miskolc

carried out excavationson the hill that

still rises10 metersabovethearableland

andcontainstheformerñcryptò.

6. Baksa mound

Even M·rJ·kaimentions it in his work The Tomb of Thonuz·ba:

ñEverythingthescholarlydiver told uswastrue to the letter. There,on thehigh

ridge,undera hugemound,therewasa prehistoricpile grave,similar to theone

foundon theBaksamoundinAba¼j. Thepaganancestorsburiedtheir greatmen

on suchhigh mountainpeaks. From wherethey could easilyclimb to the sky,

and in the evening,at midnight, if they cameout, they could look far into the

world.ò

Therearemanylegendsaboutthe mound,mixing factswith elementsof

fantasy.

A real island

32. An excellent reference point and a great lookout point at the same time



During the excavations,ceramicvesselsandremainsof Avar-eraweapons

were found in large quantities. In the present-day fields around the burial

mounds,plows still turn out countlesssmaller ceramic fragmentsand stone

piecesbroughtherefrom theZempl®nMountainsduringtheAvar period.

Field fleawort (Tephroserisintegrifolia) alsogrowson the Baksamound,

on the steepest,northern-facing slope that cannot be ploughed. We also

encounteredthe feather grass (Stipa capillata) on the little hill severaltimes

during our hikes. Leavingthe Baksamoundandcontinuingsouthon the nature

trail, but still in the immediatevicinity of the hill, thereis a still-extant,semi-

natural meadow where broad-leaved spignel (Peucedanumcervaria) and

mountain fennel (Seseli osseum) grow. Other less valuable, but interesting

plantsherewere the white wormwood (Artemisiaabsinthium) and theLadyôs

bedstraw (Galiumverum).

Bull Meadow

ñBaksais theendof theworld!òshouted

the former merchant from his horse-drawn

cart, selling his wares, becausethe road

throughthe beautifully situatedsettlementof

Aba¼jcertainly leads no further once it

reachestheleft bankof theHern§dRiver.

33. Field with FeatherGrass

34. GreaterPasqueFlower

However, winding cart paths leading further from the village, between

hills with loesssoil, lined with vineyardsandacaciaforests,leadto a meadow

that, from early spring to late autumn,from thePheasantôseye to the Marsh

Gentian, alsomakestheheartbeatfasterfor anyonewho evenslightly interested

in wild plants.



The meadowon the borderof the village bears

the geographicalnameBull Meadowto this day. The

actual primeval grassland is dominated by loess-

significantplant associationsandplant speciestypical

of theloesssteppe.

To list some of the species that occur:

Pheasantôseye (Adonis vernalis), black pasque

flower (Pulsatilla nigricans), greater pasque

flower (Pulsatilla grandis), snowdrop windflower

(Anemone sylvestris), herbaceous periwinkle

(Vinca herbacea), periwinkle (Vinva minor), grass-

leaved iris (Iris graminea), dwarf almond

(Amygdalus nana), large-flowered self-heal

(Prunella grandiflora), sand esparcet (Onobrychis

arenaria), bloody craneôsbill (Geranium

sanguineum), red bugloss (Echium maculatum),

Jerusalem sage (Phlomis tuberosa), scentless

feverfew (Tanacetum corymbosum), Pannonian

knapweed (Centaureascabiosasubsp. sadleriana),

owl-head clover (Trifolium alpestre), swordleaf

inula (Inula ensifolia), dianthus (Danube pink)

(Dianthus collinus) harebells (Asyneuma

canescens), Italian aster (Asteramellus), goldilocks

aster (Aster linosyris), cross gentian (Gentiana

cruciata), marsh gentian (Gentiana

pneumonanthe).

35. Black PasqueFlower

38. Bull Meadow:Reminiscent of an ancient theater

36. Dianthus

37. Marsh Gentian



Road to the Cellars

We havereachedthe last stopof

our journey. Leaving Baksa, the wild

and romantic environmentceases,the

landscapeis replacedby agriculturally

cultivated areas,arable lands. On the

further part of our journey, we can

encounterorchards,vineyardsand see

old abandonedwine cellars and wine

houses. If we walk carefully, in both

spring and winter, we can seethe red

fox (Vulpes vulpes), a frequent and

regularchickenthief of thesurrounding

villages.

Among the birds we can seethe

white stork (Ciconia ciconia) that also

breedsin the village, and the raven

(Corvus corax) that breedson high-

voltage electric lines, which has been

replaced in its breeding by the red

kestrel (Falco tinnunculus).

Incidentally,a nestingbox canalso be

seenhereon thetraverse.

Babos Andr§s

40. Vineyard

39. Red fox

41. Sunsetin the area


