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Beyond Bricks and Blackboards: 
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of Aliyu's Education Agenda
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PRODUCTIVE COMMUNITY FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES (PCSDI) PAID A 
VISIT TO THE VICE-CHANCELLOR
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Sokoto State University 
Founder's Day Lecture: 

A Historical Review for Resuscitation 
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HON.
HADIZA ALHAJI: 

THE FACE OF THE NEW APC NORTHWEST WOMEN LEADER 
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CHILD STREETISM AS A “TIME BOMB” 
IN SOKOTO METROPOLIS, NIGERIA: 
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PROFESSOR NUHU OMEIZA YAQUB, OFR 
(1951 – 2025).
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FROM MOSQUE 
TO STATE HOUSE, ULEMA 
IN NIGERIAN POLITICS

By Ghazali Bello Abubakar

من المسجد الي سدة الحكم: العلما ء في مجال السیاسة النیجیریة

In recent years, the presence of Ulema (Islamic 

scho lars)  in  N iger ia ’s  po l i t ica l  space  has

become increasingly pronounced. Although religion 

h a s  l o n g  s h a p e d  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  p u b l i c

life, the current moment reflects a more direct and 

s t r u c t u r e d  f o r m  o f  e n g a g e m e n t .  U l e m a

are no longer confined to the role of observers or moral commentators; they now

participate actively in political debates, electoral mobilization, and, in some instances,

governance itself. This evolving role raises a pressing question: does their growing

influence advance the ideals of good governance—so strongly emphasized in Islamic

thought—by guiding the emergence of capable and ethically grounded leaders, or does it,

more quietly, narrow the political space by privileging particular religious perspectives

over others? It is tempting to answer this question in simple terms, either by celebrating 

religious actors as a source of moral guidance or by criticizing them as a threat to democratic 

neutrality. But such a binary misses what is really happening on the ground. Ulema can play a 

constructive role in democratic life, yet the same authority that enables participation can also 

be used in ways that limit it. To make more sense, I opt to use idea of creedal gatekeeping: a way 

of describing how religious authority, once it enters politics, can begin to shape who belongs, 

who is trusted, and who is left out. On one hand, Ulema often serve as a bridge between political 

institutions and citizens. In many communities, especially in northern Nigeria, they are among 

the most trusted figures. When they speak about politics—whether in sermons, public 

gatherings, or informal settings—they translate complex political issues into language that 

people understand and relate to. This can make politics feel less distant and more meaningful. In 

places where trust in government is fragile, such engagement can encourage people to vote, 

participate, and pay attention to public affairs. In this sense, ulema can help deepen democracy 

by making it more accessible.At the same time, their influence does not stop at mobilization. It 

can also shape the terms on which political participation takes place. This is where the idea of 

creedal gatekeeping becomes especially useful. Rather than focusing only on whether religion 

is present in politics, it draws attention to how certain interpretations of religion can become 

informal benchmarks for political legitimacy. In such situations, support for a candidate or 

access to political opportunities may depend, even if indirectly, on how closely one aligns with

dominant religious views. This process does not usually happen in obvious or dramatic

ways. More often, it unfolds quietly through everyday political practices. For example,

when ulema publicly endorse particular candidates, their support often carries moral

weight that goes beyond policy debates. Voters may feel that choosing a candidate

becomes not just a political decision, but a religiously guided one. Similarly, when religious

actors maintain close ties with political leaders, their perspectives can find their way into
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policy decisions or administrative practices, sometimes privileging certain 

beliefs over others. Over time, this can create subtle boundaries around who is 

seen as a legitimate participant in the political space. What makes this 

dynamic, particularly important is that it does not necessarily undermine 

democracy in a formal sense. Elections still take place, institutions continue to 

function, and political competition remains visible. Yet beneath this surface, 

the range of acceptable voices may begin to shrink. Those who hold different 

religious views—or interpret the same faith differently—may find themselves 

less represented or less able to influence outcomes. In this way, democracy 

remains intact, but its inclusiveness becomes uneven. Understanding this dual 

role of Ulema helps move the conversation beyond simplistic assumptions. 

Their involvement in politics is not inherently good or bad; it depends on how 

their authority is used and the context in which it operates. When their 

engagement remains open and inclusive, it can enrich democratic life by 

connecting political processes to shared moral concerns. But when it 

becomes tied to a single dominant interpretation of belief, it risks closing off 

the very diversity that democracy is meant to protect. Nigeria’s context makes 

this issue significant. The country’s religious diversity, combined with its 

federal political structure, creates both opportunities for inclusion and 

pressures that can lead to division. In such an environment, influential figures 

like Ulema play a powerful role in shaping not just political outcomes, but the 

broader tone of public life. Their words and actions can either encourage 

coexistence or reinforce boundaries, often in ways that are not immediately 

visible. At the end, the growing involvement of Ulema in Nigerian politics points 

to a deeper challenge facing not only democratic societies but also deeply 

Islam’s flexibility. The question is not whether Islam should have a place in 

politics—it already does—but how to ensure that its presence does not come 

at the expense of openness and fairness. The idea of creedal gatekeeping 

helps bring this challenge into focus by showing how easily influence can shift 

into exclusion. If democracy is to remain meaningful in such a context, it must 

find ways to accommodate religious participation without allowing any single 

creed to define the limits of political belonging. This is not a simple task, but it is 

an essential one. The strength of a democratic system lies not only in its ability 

to include, but in its willingness to remain open to difference—even when that 

difference is grounded in deeply held beliefs.
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Joint Council Committee (JCC)
of the Student Unions visits the

Vice-Chancellor. 
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HARUNA ABUBAKAR AHMAD 

SHAFA’ATU ABUBAKAR CHADI

RUQAYYA ABUBAKAR GWANDU
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S/N

1     

Date & Rank of Last 
Promotion/Appointment

1st October, 2022 
Chief Accountant
CONTISS 13

Bursary Department

S/N

1     

Department of Physical Planing and Maintenance

2

3

4     

5     

6     

7

S/N

1     

Geography Department. (Technologist)
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S/N

1     

FACULTY OF ARTS

2

3

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

S/N

1     

FACULTY OF SCIENCE

2     

Department of Pure and Industrial Chemistry

S/N

1     

2     

Department of Mathematics
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S/N

DR. SHAHIDAH ADAMU AHMAD
(SP. No. 10139)

DR. MUHAMMAD HIZBULLAHI
(SP. No. 10137)

S/N

S/N

S/N

DR. MUHAMMAD NURA  BELLO

S/N
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Department of Microbiology
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14th WORKSHOP
BEYOND SMARTPHONES 

AND LAPTOPS

Adamu I. Ruwawuri, PMP
RWR Technology, USA

Dr. Anas Tukur Balarabe
Ag. Dean, Faculty of Computing

HOW THE INTERNET REALLY WORKS

Topic

 INSTITUTED MONTHLY 
SEMINAR SERIES

On January 27th, 2026, two experts in computer science and IT, Dr. AnasBalarabe,the Ag. Dean, 

Faculty of computing and one of our own, Dr, Ibrahim Ruwawuri a scholar in diaspora featured in this 

month seminar series. it was an exciting moment as the two speakers did justice to their topics. 

The audience were well educated about internet of things (IoTs) The knowledge acquired is not just 

practical but is something that will live with us. The pictures below indicate the summary of the event 
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